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A  CHRISTMAS  MAGAZINE 

Anthony  Burgess  looks  at  the 
state  of  Christianity  this  Christmas  Eve 
In  the  Review  section:  Jumbo  Crossword 
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SPECIAL  EDITION 

The  Times  will  be  the  only  quality 
newspaper  to  publish  on  Boxing  Day 

For  more  details  turn  to  page  20 
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Doubts  grow  over  747  bomb 


Channon  holiday 
provokes  anger 

v  i 

•  Crash  investigators  have  so  for  found  SMr  Paul  Channon,  the  Transport 
■'  2®  f1®®*  to  indicate  that  Pan  Am  Secretary,  announced  a  review  of 
Fugnt  103  was  destroyed  by  a  bomb  security  at  Britain’s  airports 

•They  are  studying  similarities  be-  •  He  was  later  criticized  for  going 
tween  it  and  the  destruction  of  an  Air  ahead  with  a  holiday  in  the  West  Indies 
■  India  Boeing  747  off  Ireland  in  1985  so  soon  after  the  Lockerbie  disaster 

By  Harvey  Elliott,  Philip  Webster  and  Midtael  Evans 


More  than  48  hours 
alter  the  Lockerbie  air 
disaster,  investigators 
on  the  scene  and  sci¬ 
entists  who  have  in¬ 
spected  the  black  box 
can  find  no  trace  of  a 
bomb  or  sabotage. 

First  tests  on  the  flight 
recorders  of  the  Pan  Am 
plane  revealed  nothing 
abnormal  until  a  split 
second  before  radar  con¬ 
tact  was  lost. 

Then  there  is  a  “feint 
unquantified  noise**  on  die 
cockpit  voice  recorder  which 
experts  are  still  trying  to 
analyse. 

Despite  the  lack  of  positive 
evidence,  the  sabotage  theory 
has  not  been  Tilled  oat,  and  the 
row  over  Britain’s  response  to 
warnings  of  a  terrorist  threat 
to  Pan  Am  flights  continued. 

As  rescue  teams  continued 
to  search  for  more  bodies, 
with  the  death  toll  revised  to 
274,  another  argument  devel¬ 
oped  because  Mr  Paul  Chan¬ 
non,  Secretary  of  State  for 
Transport,  flew  to  foe  West 
Indies  for  a  Christmas  holiday 
yesterday.  He  was  believed  to 
be  joining  his  family  on  the 
island  of  Mustique. 

He  left  behind  a  growing 
political  controversy  over 
Britain’s  response  to  warning 

of  a  terrorist  threat  to  Plan  Am 
flights. 

As  Mr  Channon  arrived  in 
Barbados  last  night,  ready  to 
return  immediately  if  re¬ 
quired,  the  Government  was 
under  growing  pressure  to 
explain  why  the  warning  that  a 
bomb  would  be  planted  on  an 
aircraft  flying  from  Frankfort 
was  not  passed  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Transport  to  Heath¬ 
row  airport,  or  why  the  public 
was  not  told. 


The  department  explained 
'that  Heathrow  had  not  been 
informed  of  the  threat  because 
aviation  security  staff  con¬ 
cluded  that  the  already  in* 
creased  level  of  security  for 
American  airlines  did  not 
necessitate  a  change  in 
procedures. 

At  the  same  rime,  it  was 
confirmed  that  Mr  Channon 
knew  of  the  warning  —  al¬ 
though  he  did  not  refer  to  it — 
when  he  made  his  statement 

to  the  riwimnrat  «n  ThuwHay 
rooming.  - 

Before  leaving  the  country 
yesterday,  Mr  Channon  an¬ 
nounced  a  review  of  security 
at  Britain’s  airports  in  the 
wake  of  the  disaster. 

He  insisted  that  he  had  no 
reason  to  believe  there  was 
any  security  lapse  at  Heathrow 
before  the  doomed  aircraft 
took  off  Mr  Channon  said; 
“At  this  stage,  I  am  deter-' 

More  photographsMMN2,  3 
owra  tor  ooflicsi.—.. «..a  .  • 
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mined  to  review  ell  security 
measures  at  Heathrow,  gad 
team  what  lessons,  if  that  are 
any,  are  to  be  learnt  in  this 
case.  As  a  precaution,  I  am 
going  to  review  all  the  security 
at  all  our  airports.1* 

Mr  Channon  faced  Labour 
calls  for  his  dismissal  forgoing 
away  on  holiday  less  than  48 
hours  after  rite  crash. 

Mr  John  Prescott,  the 
shadow  transport  spokesman, 
said  that  it  was  “unbelievable, 
intolerable  and  insensitive” 
for  Mr  Channon  to  leave  for 
his  holidays  so  soon  after 
Britain’s  worst  aviation 
disaster,  when  bodies  were 
still  being  retrieved  and  when 
a  big  security  review  was 
underway. 

Mrs  Thatcher  should  call 


OF  IMPACT 


him  hack  immediately.  Such  a 
lade  of  judgement  “would 

jnitfify  hie  r^plarempnt” 

But  it  was  confirmed  that 
the  Prime  Minister  had  been 
made  aware  of  Mr  (Shannon's 
derision  to  leave  ««H  had 
cleared  it 

The  Department  of  Trans* 
port  explained  that  Mr  MSdi- 
aei  FortiHo,  Minister  of  State, 
was  the  duty  minister  over 
Christmas,  but  that  Mr 
Channon  would  be  kept  very 
closely  in  touch  with  what  was 
going  on.  It  said  that  the 
matter  was  weighed  carefully, 
but  that  Mr  Portillo  had  bear 
involved  from  the  start 

It  was  explained  that  the 
holiday  was  Mr  Channon’s 
annual  break,  which  he  usu¬ 
ally  takes  in  the  winter. 

Mr  Portillo  told  Mr  Prescott 
in  a  letter  last  night  that, 
because  the  department  re¬ 
ceived  many  bomb  threats 
and  pieces  of  intelligence  of 
differing  quality,  it  would  be 
wrong  on  that  baas  to  issue  *  - 
warnings  to  British  travellers.  : 

Re  wrote:  **We  assess  any 
report  in  the.  tight  of  other  . 
intelligence  and,  having  done 
so,  satisfy  oursdves  that  the 
security  measures  applying  to 
the  flights  under  threat  are 
appropriate.  When  the  depart¬ 
ment  received  tins  bulletin,  we 
had  it  assessed,  and  concluded 
that  the  enhanced  security 
measures  already  in  force  in 
respect  of  US  airline  flights 
out  of  the  UK  were 
appropriate.” 

Conservative  MPs  sup-, 
ported  Mr  Channon,  saying 
that  there  was  little  he  person¬ 
ally  would  be  able  to  do  over 
the  coining  days.  The  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  has  had  a 
demanding  few  weeks  with  the 
King’s  Cross  underground  fire 
inquiry,  followed  by  the 
Oapham  rail  disaster,  and 
then  Wednesday’s  air  crash. 

There  appeared  likely  to  be 
more  long-term  embarrass¬ 
ment  for  the  Government 
over  the  Department  of 

T*Ctatiiaaed  «ipaig?2o!  col  4  Sherwood  Crescent:  Some  houses  at  the  top  end  of  the  street  appear  relatively  unscathed,  bat  near  the  A74,  little  or  nothing  remains. 


Similarities  seen  with 
Air  India  disaster 

By  Harvey  Elliott,  Air  Correspondent 


Houses,  families,  even  the  road  has 
gone  in  the  crescent  that  vanished 
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Crash  investigators  last  night  called 
for  detailed  reports  and  the  tapes 
taken  from  tire  cockpit  voice  re¬ 
corder  of  the  Air  India  Boeing  747 
which  crashed  into  the  sea  off 
Ireland  in  198S  because  of  similar¬ 
ities  between  the  two  accidents. 

The  Air  India  jet,  in  which  329 
people  died,  also  disappeared  from 
radar  screens  at  31,000  feet.  Its  pilot 

did  not  make  a  Mayday  radio  calL  A 

warning  had  been  received  before 
tire  flight  that  an  Air  India  jet  could 
be  subject  to  attack.  And  an  official 
Indian  inquiry  concluded  that  it  had 
been  destroyed  by  a  bomb,  even 
though  no  evidence  was  ever  pro* 
duced  to  prove  the  theory. 

Soon  after  tire  accident  the  US 
Federal  Aviation  Administration 


ordered  checks  on  all  older  jumbo 
jets,  many  of  which  were  found  to 
have  serious  cracks  in  the  spars  near 
the  nose  cone.  Last  night  Mr  Ray 
Davis,  the  official  British  crash 
investigator  who  gave  evidence  to 
the  Indian  inquiry  said:  “The 
Indian  enquiry  assumed  it  was  a 
bomb  from  the  very  beginning  even 
though  we  could  not  find  any  trace 
of  such  an  explosion.  We  did  not 
have  very  much  wreckage  to  go  on, 
but  there  was  not  a  trace  of  the  signs 
of  an  explosion  on  any  of  the  bodies 
or  debris  which  was  recovered. 

“  We  could  not  say  for  certain 
that  it  was  not  a  bomb  but  nor  could 
we  prove  iL  1  shall  not  believe  that 
this  was  a  bomb  either  until  firm 
evidence  is  produced  to  prove  ft.” 


The  quiet  crescent  whereat  feast  17 
people  were  struck  down  as  they 
were  taking  their  tea  and  preparing 
for  Christmas  was  opened  briefly 
yesterday  to  reveal  yet  another 
horrific  result  of  the  Pan  Am  crash. 

Two  homes  had  completely  dis¬ 
appeared  under  the  impact  of  the 
falling  rear  section  of  the  Boeing 
747,  two  more  had  become  empty 
shells  and  another  eight  were  so 
badly  damaged  they  will  never  be 
home  to  anyone  again. 

It  was  impossible  to  identify 
No  13  Sherwood  Crescent,  where 
Mr  Maurice  Henry,  aged  62,  lived 
with  his  wife  Dora,  aged  55.  Both  are 
thought  to  have  died  in  the  disaster 
but  no  remains  have  been  recov¬ 
ered.  The  Somerville  family.  Jack 


By  Tony  Dawe  and  Emma  Wilkins 

and  Rosalind  and  their  children 
Patti  and  Lindsay,  who  lived  next 
door  at  No  IS,  are  also  believed  to 
have  perished  and  the  fete  of  Janet 
and  John  Smith,  their  neighbours  at 
No  17,  was  unknown  last  night 

Across  the  road  at  No  16  there 
was  one  survivor,  Stephen 
Ffanmgan  who  had  left  his  home  to 
m end  his  sister’s  bike  in  a  neigh- 
boar’s  garage.  The  sister,  Joanne, 
parents  Tom  and  Kate  died. 

Further  north  up  tire  crescent,  the 
houses  were  roofless  and  in  varying 
stages  of  ruination.  Tire  exception 
was  the  Presbytery,  No  1,  the  borne 
of  the  Rev  John  Kerr,  which  escaped 
damage.  On  the  western  side  of  the 
street.  No  3,  the  home  of  Archibald 
and  Mabel  McBride,  and  No  S,  the 


home  of  Robert  and  Agnes  Miller, 
were  slightly  damaged.  No  7,  which 
bears  the  name  UnnfiefcJ  and  was 
the  home  of  Dr  Neil  MacLean  and 
his  wife  Agnes,  has  lost  its  roof  as 
has  No  9.  the  home  of  the  Edwards 
family  who  were  out  at  the  time  of 
the  crash.  Mary  Lancaster,  who 
lived  at  No  1 1,  is  known  to  have 
died 

Janet  Neilson  lived  at  Domiin, 
No  8,  James  and  Agnes  Robertson 
lived  at  No  10,  Adam  and  Agnes 
Oliver  lived  at  No  12bui  what 
became  of  them  all  was  still  unclear 
last  night  Mrs  Jean  Murray,  who 
lived  at  No  14  and  was  reported 
missing,  turned  up  yesterday  after 
being  away  from  home  on  the  fateful 
night 


Dreaming  of  warm  Christmas 


Ok^' 

YOU  CAN  BE  SURE  oESHELL 


By  Robin  Young 

As  the  nation  broke  up  for  the 
Christmas  holidays  it  was 
estimated  that  500,000  people 
were  leaving  the  country  to 
celebrate  abroad.  According  to 
the  London  Weather  Centre, 
they  are  likely  to  be  miss  the 
warmest  Christmas  Day  since 
the  war. 

The  weathermen  say  ft  is 
quite  possible  that  tem¬ 
peratures  in  the  South  this 
year  will  beat  the  13.4°  C  (56° 
F)  recorded  at  Heathrow  in 
1949  and  throughout  tire  rest 
of  Britain  it  will  be  “very  mild 
with  a  south-westerly  air- 
stream”. 

Nonetheless;  the  Associ¬ 
ation  of  British  Travel  Agents 


said  yesterday  that  300,000 
inclusive  holidays  had  been 
booked  this  year,  and  esti¬ 
mated  that  another  200,000 
would  be  flying  out  to  visit 
friends  or  relatives,  or  to 

Leading  article— — . .11 
Photographs — ~.20 

accommodation  they  bad  ar¬ 
ranged  for  themselves. 

A  total  of  32  extra  flights  to 
North  America,  the  Carib¬ 
bean,  the  Middle  East,  India, 
Jersey  and  Dublin  have  been 
laid  on  for  Christmas  week, 
but  the  most  popular  destina¬ 
tions  for  flu  wtrnas  in  the  Sun 
are  still  foe  Canary  Islands. 
Majorca  and  the  Costa  del  Sol 


and  Costa  Bianca  in  Spain. 
For  skiers  the  Austrian  Tyrol 
is  still  the  most  popular  venue, 
followed  by  the  French  and 
Italian  Alps,  and  finally 
Switzerland. 

British  Airways  said  yes¬ 
terday  that  it  would  be  laying 
on  extra  TriStars  and  jumbos 
for  the  Belfast  shuttle  this 
morning.  Last  year  10  planes 
went  out  for  tire  8.15  shuttle 
OO  Chrififmag  Eve  and  this 
morning  it  is  expected  to  be  i 
even  more.  The  airline  is  also ; 
anticipating  a  5  per  cent 
increase  on  last  year’s  long- 
haul  flights.  | 

At  Heathrow,  Gatwick  and 
Manchester  airports  the  ter-  j 

Continued  ea  page  28,  cei  3 
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Fugitives  linked  to  blast 

Detectives  hunting  two  IRA  men  who  fled  a  bomb-making 
factory  in  a  flat  in  Oapham,  south  London,  after  a  street 
shooting  on  Monday,  are  understood  to  Ira ve  linked  them  to  the 
Ingtis  Barracks  bombing  in  which  a  serviceman  died  last 
summer.  Material  found  at  foe  flat  may  have  provided  the  link 
A  man  and  a  woman,  held  under  the  Prevention  of  Terrorism 
Act  yesterday,  were  fast  night  still  being  questioned  at 
Paddington  Green  police  Nation - — - Page  20 
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November  with  net  receipts 
twmhHng  and  mortgage  com¬ 
mitments  at  their  lowest  since 
January - Page  15 
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THE  LOCKERBIE  JET  DISASTER 


Bodies  may  yield 


By  Thomson  Prentice 
and  P6ter  Davenport . 

The  dead  passengers  of  PA 
103  may  yield  dues  to  the 
cause  of  the  disaster  and 
confirm  whether  or  not  a 
bomb  was  aboard. 

Crash  investigators  at  Lock¬ 
erbie  are  considering  the 
possibility  that  a  passenger 
may  have  taken  a  bomb  on  to 
the  aircraft,  either  deliberately 
in  a  fanatical  suicide  mission, 
or  as  the  unwitting  pawn  in  a 
terrorist  act. 

Yesterday,  hundreds  of 
police  soldiers  and  RAF 
personnel,  helped  by  tracker 
dogs,  gathered  some  of  the 
thousands  of  pieces  of  wreck¬ 
age  scattered  across  many 
miles  of  surrounding  country- 
ride  as  well  as  in  the  town 
itself 

More  than  SO  British  and 
American  aviation  investi¬ 
gators  methodically  examined 
the  cockpit  section  of  the 
aircraft.  Fach  fragment  of 
twisted  metal,  electrical  wiring 
and  passenger  cabin  furnish¬ 
ings  will  be  scrutinized. 

Every  body  recovered  from 
the  hills,  woods  and  farmland 
around  Lockerbie  has  been 
examined  where  it  lay  before 
being  moved  to  the  temporary 
mortuary  in  the  town  halL  a 
The  nature  of  the  injuries 
may  cast  light  on  whether 
explosives  were  involved 
while  forensic  tests  can  estab¬ 
lish  any  trace  of  explosives  on 
the  skin  of  victims. 

For  these  reasons  the  move¬ 
ment  of  bodies  into  Lockerbie 
has  been  slower  than  would 
otherwise  have  been  expected. 
Police  are  highly  sensitive  to 
the  feelings  of  bereaved  rel¬ 
atives  but  it  has  been  made 
clear  that  every  victim  repre¬ 
sents  a  potentially  crucial 
source  of  evidence.  - 
Mr  Mick  Charles,  of  the  Air 
Accident  Investigation  Bra- 


The  nose  section  of  the  jrt  provides,  grim  bMkgnHmd»s  policemen  airy  anothtt  imdy  «w.y.  TT*  bodies  «e  where  they  by  in  the  asrch  for  does  to  U™  of 
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this  stage  we  have  no  evidence 

whatsoever  of  sabotage.” 

The  aircraft's  two  flight 
recorders  have  been  retrieved. 
The  data  are  now  being  ana¬ 
lysed  by  experts  on  the 
Farnborongb  headquarters  of 
the  investigation  branch. 

“They  are  being  replayed 
and  read  out  but  a  lot  more 
work  has  stOl  to  be  done  on 


Acaaeni  lnvougimuu  .  .. 

nch  of  the  Department  of  the®  ,  Mr .Charles  said. 


Transport  is  in  charge  of  the 
Lockerbie  operation. 

He  chose  his  words  care¬ 
fully  at  a  press  briefing  yes¬ 
terday.  “We  ha  ve  to  try  to  find 

whether  there  were  any  un¬ 
usual  components  of  the  acci¬ 
dent  and  to  find  out  at  which 
point  of  the  flight  things  began 
to  go  wrong”,  he  said. 

“It  would  be  wrong  to  pre¬ 
judge  the  situation.  We  are 
looking  for  evidence  to  point 
usin  the  right  direction.  But  at 


Specialists  from  Farn- 
bo rough  and  from  the  US 
National  Transportation 
Safety  Board  were  clustered 
for  hours  around  the  remains 
of  the  nose  section  of  the 
aircraft  yesterday.  They  were 
joined  by  senior  officials  of 
ran  Am  and  Boeing.  Ameri¬ 
can  investigators  on  the  site 
now  outnumber  their  British 
counterparts  by  about  four  to 
one. 

In  Lockerbie  itself  the 


search  for  remains  of  residents 
iriiiad  by  blazing  debris  from 
the  crash  was  continuing 
slowly.  But  since  the  homes  in 
which  they  lived  have  been 
almost  completely  obliterated 
traces  of  the  occupants  may 
prove  extremely  difficult  to 
locate. 

Ten  adults  and  four  child¬ 
ren  from  houses  in  the  Sher¬ 
wood  Crescent  area  are 
believed  to  have  been  killed. 

A  microscopic  examination 
of  the  houses  and  cars  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  jet  may  be  the 
only  way  of  discovering 
whether  they  were  occupied  at 
the  time  of  the  impact,  a 
leading  forensic  scientist  said. 

Police  and  rescuers  on  the 
scene  have  been  mystiffcd  by 
the  absence  of  remains  in  the 
burnt-out  shells  of  cars  struck 
by  burning  debris  and  fuel 
from  the  plane.  They  have 
been  unable  to  tell  if  the 


vehicles  were  occupied,  let 
alone  identify  the  victims. 

However,  Mr  Henry  Bland, 
a  consulting  forensic  scientist 
with  Royston-based  UK 
FOrensic  Science  Services, 
said  yesterday  that  it  would  be 
extremely  unlikely  that  no 
remains  exist  either  in  the  cars 
or  houses,  or  near  by. 

Lockerbie  Academy,  the 
school  a  few  hundred  yards 
from  the  town  centre  along 
Glasgow  Road,  has  become 
the  command  centre  for  the 
vast  operation  dealing  with 
the  aftermath  of  the  disaster. 

The  corridors  and  class¬ 
rooms  have  been  taken  over 
by  hundreds  of  police,  sol¬ 
diers,  mountain  rescue  per¬ 
sonnel,  social  workers,  doctors 
and  airline  officials. 

Alongside  the  Christmas 
decorations  on  the  walls  now 
hang  large-scale  maps  detail¬ 
ing  the  areas  to  be  searched  for 


missing  bodies  and  wreckage 
from  the  jet  and  the  shattered 
houses  of  Lockerbie,  lists  of 
instructions  for  the  600 
personnel  involved  in  the 
search  and  briefing  papers. 

Wires  for  newly  installed 
communications  and  com¬ 
puter  equipment  trail  along¬ 
side  streamers  and  trimmings. 
Inappropriate  as  they  are, 
there  was  simply  no  time  to 
take  them  down  and  now  they 
are  a  constant  reminder  of  the 
poignancy  of  the  timing  of  the 
disaster. 

Farh  find,  no  matter  how 
email,  is  carefiilly  logged  for 
use  in  the  investigation  to 
determine  the  cause  of  the 
disaster. 

The  main  hafl  has  become 
the  central  command  post  for 
the  emergency  services  and  is 
restricted  to  authorized  per¬ 
sonnel  only. 

,  On  the  stage  is  the  control 


for  the  RAF  helicopters  and 
search  iwnw  which  have  al¬ 
ready  found  more  than  ISO 
bodies  in  the  hills  and  woods 
in  a  15-mile  radius  of  the 
town. 

Lines  of  desks  are  staffed  by 
police  officers  amassing  de¬ 
tails  to  help  in  the  identifica¬ 
tion  of  victims  and  of 
evidence  for  the  Procurator 
Fiscal  for  the  area,  Mr  James 
McDougal  who  is  responsible 
for  the  inquiry. 

Every  room  is  littered  with 


A  soldier  wheels  huge  filing 
cabinets  into  place  in  a  cor¬ 
ridor  so  that  the  rapidly  rising 
amount  of  paperwork  can  be 
stored.  Every  disaster  creates 
its  own  bureauacracy  which 
has  to  be  supplied. 

Upstairs  are  officials  of  Pan 
Am,  the  FBI.  US  Embassy,  the 
Federal  Aviation  Authority 
and  the  National  Transporta¬ 
tion  Safety  Board. 

American  accents  mingle 
with  English  and  Scottish 
voices.  Telephones  ring  in- 


such  operations;  in  one  are 
piles  of  blankets,  in  pother 
communication  equipment, 
yet  another  holds  supplies  of 
overalls,  heavy  boots  and 
powerful  torches. 

Social  services  have  taken 
over  the  former  computer 
room  to  set  up  their  opera¬ 
tions. 


constantly  busy  but  overall 
there  is  a  quiet,  unhurried  air 
of  efficiency. 

One  picture  in  the  school 
canteen  shows  bottles  and 
baggage  tumbling  from  the  tail 
of  a  plane  in  mid-air  with  the 
caption:  Party  in  the  Air. 

The  artist  could  not  have 
imagined  the  irony. 


is  in  the  right  direction.  But  at  In  Lockerbie  itself  the  been  unable  to  teu  u  me  _ - ~  - - -  |t. 

Sympathy  Shattered  town  yearns  for  a  sense  of  normality 


from 

Reagan 

President  Reagan  yesterday 
sent  a  message  of  condolence 
to  the  people  of  Lockerbie. 
And  President  Mikhail  Gor¬ 
bachov  sent  condolences  to 
the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr  Reagan  said:  “Nancy 
and  I  wish  to  extend,  on  behalf 
of  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates,  our  heartfelt  condo¬ 
lence  to  the  people  of  Lock¬ 
erbie  in  this  time  of  loss  and 
sorrow. 

“Our  hearts  go  out  to  you 
on  this  tragic  occasion,  which 
marred  what  should  have 
been  a  season  of  joy." 

The  message  was  sent  to  Mr 
Frank  Park,  of  Annandale  and 
Eskdale  District  Council.  In 
reply,  he  wrote:  “To  the 
President  of  the  United  States, 
on  behalf  of  the  people  of 
Lockerbie,  I  thank  you  and  the 
First  Lady  for  your  kind 
wishes  at  this  time  of  sorrow. 

“Our  small  community  has 
suffered  much  but  our  sadness 
is  even  greater  when  we  think 
of  the  loss  of  so  many  people 
from  the  United  States.  Our 
thoughts  are  with  their  friends 
and  relatives 

The  US  Ambassador  to 
London,  Mr  Charles  Price, 
yesterday  sent  condolences  to 
the  ■families  and  friends  of  the 
victims. 

Tass,  the  official  Soviet 
news  agency,  gave  no  details 
of  Mr  Gorbachov’s  telegram. 

Meanwhile,  in  Rome, 
Yasser  Arafat,  the  Palestinian 
Liberation  Organization 

chairman,  yesterday  describ¬ 
ed  the  crash  as  inhuman, 
criminal  action  directed 
“against  our  peace  mission 


The  small  black  figures  of  a 
score  of  policemen  were  high¬ 
lighted  on  the  crest  of  a 
hillside  overlooking  Lockerbie 
last  night,  a  stark  reminder  to 
the  3,000  population  that  the 
grim  search  for  bodies  is  likely 
to  continue  for  several  days. 

In  the  streets  and  shops  of 
the  small  forming  community, 
locals  bravely  resumed  every¬ 
day  life,  preparing  almost 
reluctantly  for  Christmas.  At 
the  town  hall,  now  a  mortuary 
containing  dose  to  100  bodies, 
the  Christmas  tree  was  taken 
down  as  a  mark  of  respect 

Tomorrow  the  most  poig¬ 
nant  events  will  be  the  ser¬ 
vices  in  the  Church  of 
Scotland  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  churches  -  this  year 
they  wifi  be  full  of  sorrow 
rather  than  celebration. 

Sir  Hector  Munro,  the  local 
MP.  yesterday  visited  houses 
in  the  Rosebank  Crescent  area 
of  the  town,  where  two  more 
bodies  were  recovered  from 
the  plane's  fuselage. 
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Police  taking  part  in  the 
still  suitable  for  occupation 
had  their  Christmas  trees 
lighting  up  the  windows. 


Sir  Hector  said  the  spirit  of  Workmen  toiled  into  the  dark 
the  locals  was  tremendous.  replacing  missing  tiles  and 
“It  was  like  wartime.  The  windows,  troops  scoured  sir- 
people  will  undoubtedly  face  a  rounding  streets,  removing 
very  sad  Christmas,  but  they  rubble  still  scattered  around 
are  taking  the  strain  remark-  the  town.  The  grim  search  for 
ably  welL  People  were  coming  bodies  continued  yards  away 
out  of  their  homes  with  cups  from  the  ruins  of  well-tended 
of  coffee,  soup  and  biscuits  for  gardens, 
the  soldiers  and  police  off-  Lockerbie  yesterday  was  an 
icers.  example  of  bow  a  community 

“They  have  realized  that  can  so  quickly  return  to  a 
anything  can  happen  in  this  semblance  of  normality, 
world  and  are  taking  it  ex-  But  as  Mr  Eddie.  Gibb, 
trcmely  bravely.  A  tremen-  owner  of  the  Crown  Hotel, 
dous  community  spirit  has  said:  “It  won't  be  until  all  the 
built  up  here  bringing  people  media  and  the  police  and 
even  closer  together.”  troops  leave  the  town  that 


In  the  devastated  area  of  people  will  really  be  able  to 

_ i  _ me  nf*th  what  hoc 


ffmdT'against  humanity  as  a  Sherwood  Park,  the  worst  hit 
whole  -  area  of  the  town,  those  houses 


come  to  terms  with  what  has 
happened  here,  and  we  can  be 


left  to  bury  our  dead.  1  can't 
tell  you  a  Ire,  business  has  been 
good  with  so  many  people  in 
the  town,  but  this  is  no  way 
people  want  to  earn  a  living. 
Everyone  is  becoming  fed  up 
with  questions  and  want  to  be 
left  alone  now. 

“We  know  the  media  has  to 
do  a  job  but  now  people  want 
peace." 

Sir  Hector  said:  “It  is  un¬ 
natural  for  people  here  to  have 
to  free  the  media.  They  are 
wonderful,  but  they  Aud  it 
difficult  to  come  to  terms  with 
all  this  continued  questioning 
and  cameras  about”. 

Rabbi  Heilpem,  from  Man¬ 
chester,  pleaded  with  authori¬ 
ties  to  allow  13  Orthodox  Jews 
on  the  flight  to  be  buried 


d.  debris  near  Lockerbie  yesterday.  The  search  is  expected  to  continue  for  several  days, 
tokl  this  was  impossible  due  to  mountain  rescue  teams,  was  Sergeant  WhaBey’s  map  in  the 
identification  problems  and  first  on  the  scene  with  a  small  rescue  co-ordination  centre 


identification  problems  and  first  on  the  scene  with  a  small 
the  continuing  investigation,  reaction  group  which  began  to 
Rabbi  Heilpem  conceded,  search  for  survivors  in  the 
saying  he  understood  the  darkness, 
difficulties.  Volunteer  mountain  resale 

Flight  Sergeant  David  Wha-  teams  are  trained  to  recognize 
Hey,  leader  of  the  RAF  parts  of  an  aircraft,  however 
Leuchars  mountain  rescue  distorted  by  impact,,  and  to 
twain,  said  he  had  never  deal  with  the  human  results 
encountered  such  an  horrific  after  air  crashes, 
accident  in  20  years  of  dealing  “What  our  lads  found  was 

with  jet  crashes  and  moun-  so  appalling  it  is  bound  to 
taineering  accidents.  “If  the  have  affected  them.  Bodies 
cause  proves  to  be  sabotage,  and  Christinas  presents,  pass- 
that  one  man  can  inflict  this  ports,  masses  of  money.  - 
on  other  human  beings  is  “The  crater  was  the  worst, 
beyond  belief”,  he  said,  as  The  trouble  is  that  some  of  our 
more  than  1,000  soliders,  blokes  are  only  19  or  20.  Just 
police  and  mountain  rescue  young  lads  really.  They  will 
specialists,  resumed  the  metic-  very  fikdy  need  some  counsel- 
ulous  search  around  the  town,  ling  help  after  this”,  he  said. 


of  the 


efore  the  beginning  Flight  Sergeant^  Whalley, 
ibath.  After  being  head  of  co-ordination  for  the 


Searchers  were  out  helped 
by  nine  helicopters  as  Flight 


Airport  baggage  checks 


rescue  co-ordination  centre  t 

filled  with  the  tragic  detail  of  t 
the  disaster,  plotting  where  t 

bodies  and  debris  had  been  e 

found  and  the  areas  that  had  fc 
been  searched  and  places  still  t 

to  be  covered 

Woodland  was  the  most  j 

;  difficult  he  said.  \ 

“There  are  woods  around  « 

;  here  that  are  not  on  the  map.  t 

i  We  send  in  dogs  that  are  « 

i  normally  used  to  detect  ava-  t 

■  lanche  victims.  i 

“They  have  been  tremen-  , 

.  dously  valuable.”  j 

In  Lockerbie  itself^  troops 
t  worked  slowly  through  the  -  1 

[  streets  and  lanes,  putting  ev-  j 

-  ery  soap  of  metal  and  refuse  j 

from  the  airliner  into  plastic  < 

I  bags  that  will  be  labelled  and  i 

t  numbered.  ^ 

Bombing  investigation 


„-#•  -  _■ 

Constant 
flow  of 
phoney 
threats 

By  Michael  Evans 
Defence  Correspondent  *  . . ' 

The  huge  number  of  threats 
and  warnings  of  tmnuncm:  : 
attacks  received 
ments  each  day  in  the  West  - 
has  caused  enormous  prop-  : 
Icms  for  those  engaged  m 

counter-tetTorism- 

Some  of  the  warnings  are 
specific,  detailing  a  tune  and  , 
place.  Others  arc  very  general.  : 
Most  come  to  nothing.  But 
each  warning  has  to  be  given  ... 
serious  consideration. 

Since  the  beginning  of  ; 
September,  the  US  S®o 
Department’s  counter-tenor-  . 
ism  section  has  dealt  with  8^  . 
telephone  threats  leading  tq 
100  alerts  being  sent  out  to  v  . 
embassies  and  missions  it  . 
road.  In  the  same  period  th£; 
Federal  Aviation  AdmimstraL  -  ; 
tion  has  issued  airlines  wgr-"  : 
eight  alerts.  _  jfch 

A  counter-terrorism  ofticSK^ 
in  Washington  said:  “It's  up 
individual  US  missions  (few 
decide  whether  to  post  upw£| 
warning  on  the  board. 
recommendation  would 
made  by  the  embassy  securi^es^ 
officer.'* 

He  described  the  wanauft^ 
riven  by  ihe  Middle  Eastern.  £ 
informant  to  the  US  embassy  -  i 
in  Helsinki  about  a  boob--? 
attack  on  a  Pan  Am  Jama  i 
flying  out  of  Frankfurt  as  L;  - 
“more  specific  warning**, 
However,  he  said  the  extra  . 
detail  about  a  Finnish  woman  - 

The  Lockerbie  air  disaster  ha*  - 
prompted  a  series  of  hwA;, 
hoax  calls  against  airctat 
flying  from  British  airports^- 
Yesterday  an  Air  Ii#-- 
Boeing  747  jumbo  jet  oar  fc 
flight  from  Heathrow  to  Nw 
York  with  250  passengers  wali 
forced  to  turn  back  4Q  minutes 
into  its  flight  after  an  anony¬ 
mous  bomb  warning. 

The  747  was  taken,  to  *  ’• 
remote  port  of  die  airport 
where  it  was  thoroughly 
I  checked  and  the  passengers 
l  taken  by  coach  to  Terminal 
I  Three  to  await  departure. 

A  British  Air  Ferries  Vis¬ 
count  carrying  33  Shell  North 
Sea  oil  workers  and  a  crew  of 
four  landed  safely  at .  Sam-  . 
burgh  ahport  in  the  Shetiands  ~ 
after  a  flight  from  Aberdeen. 

A  telephone  call  had  been 
received  claiming  that  a  bomb 
,  was  oh  board  one  of  three 
British  Air  Ferries  aircraft  use 
by  Shell. 

On  Thmsday  on  AUtuhn 
flight  from  Heathrow  to  Rome 
was  grounded  for  two  boors 
after  another  bomb  hoax  call 

taking  the  bomb  on  board  did 
not  necessarily  mean  that  it 
was  any  more  credible  than  n 
more  general  warning.  “Some¬ 
times  people  provide  mote 
details  just  to  sound  more 
credible”,  he  said. 

Frankfort,  which  is  used 
constantly  by  US  servicemen, 
was  an  obvious  choice  for_, 
someone  wanting  to  issue  a-- 
phoney  warning.  *’■ 

Intelligence  agencies  art* 
reluctant  to  open  up  all  ther 
raw  material  received  vttrf 
telephone  threats  because  of 
the  danger  of  encouraging  : 
others  to  make  copycat  caH& ' 
It  could  also  increase  the  level 
of  psychological  terrorism  hf.', 
places  like  Lebanon,  whofe.- 
terro lists  constantly  phone  «r“ 
threats  to  wear  people  down: 

President-elect  Gcxuge  Bum* 
told  a  news  conference  fear 
the  number  of  threats  received 
by  the  United  States  wasf 
1  enormous  and  that  care  had  to 

|  be  taken  before  they  were 
1  publicized. 

“Sometimes  by  going  pu  bile 
1  you  give  undue  attention  to. 

what  the  terrorist  wants  to  call 
1  attention  to”,  he  said.  “If  you 
had  hard  evidence  that  a. 
specific  flight  was  going  to  be 
threatened,  or  the  threat  coukl 
not  be  contained,  clearly  you 
would  want  to  serve  the  pubfic 
good  by  notifying  people:" 

The  Royal  Ulster  Constabu- 
-  lazy  in  Northern  Ireland  also 
has  to  deal  with  hundreds  Of 
phoned  threats  and  warnings 
each  year.  RUC  sources  stud 
1  yesterday  that  they  were  al¬ 
ways  taken  seriously. 


Israeli  agency  ‘warned  Pan  Am  of  lax  security’  A  man  experienced  in  terror 


As  lighter  security  measures 
swung  into  action  at  Heath¬ 
row  airport  yesterday  a  news¬ 
paper  report  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic  said  that  Pan 
Am  was  told  two  years  ago 
that  its  security  in  big  Euro¬ 
pean  airports,  including 
Frankfurt  and  London,  was 
“dangerously  lax”. 

According  to  the  report,  the 
finding  came  from  a  private 
Israeli  security  groups  They 
were  engaged  by  a  division  of 
pan  Am  to  assess  the  airline’s 


By  Charles  Bremer,  New  York,  and  Stewart  Tendler,  London, 
other  gateways.  The  security  incorporated  in  the  airline’s  If  the  luggage  does  not  tally 


and  facilities,  •  according  to 
Israeli  sources  quoted  in  the 
newspaper  report  from  Td 
Aviv. 

The  Israelis  urged  sweeping 
security  changes  after  studying 
London,  Frankfurt,  New 
York's  Kennedy  and  four 


group  was  told  its  services, 
which  cost  Pan  Am  400,000 
dollars,  were  no  longff  needed 
after  the  survey  was  com¬ 
pleted  because  of  clashes  with 
Pan  Ant's  chief  security  of¬ 
ficer,  who  felt  their  findings 
were  too  harsh,  the  newspaper 
said. 

The  sources  said  only  cos¬ 
metic  tinkering,  foiling  below 
“what  would  be  considered 
high  professional  standards  in 
the  field”,  ever  took  place. 


But  me  newspaper,  me  new 
York  Post ,  quoted  an  official 
with  a  Pan  Am  security 
subsidiary  in  New  York  as 
saying  the  Israeli  firm  had 
been  commissioned  as  only 
one  of  several  outside  consul¬ 
tants  and  that  some  of  its 
recommendations  had  been 


security  routines. 

Mr  Terry  Hickman,  presi- 


with  the  passes  the  extra 
luggage  is  left  behind  or 


dent  of  Alert  Management  of  searched. 

Valley  Stream,  Long  island,  a  A  spokesman  for  the  depart- 
Pan  Am  subsidiary  which  ment  said  the  luggage  may 
specializes  in  airport  security,  have  been  searched,  cleared 
told  the  newspaper  that  and  pul  aboard  the  aircraft, 
changes  were  made  after  the  By  the  time  the  passenger, 
Israeli  report  which  “satisfied  an  American  businessman, 
both  the  security  needs  of  Pan  turned  up  the  aircraft  was 
Am  and  the  Federal  Aviation  leaving  the  boarding  gate. 
Administration”.  At  Heathrow  yesterday 

In  London  yesterday,  the  travellers  faced  increased  fre- 
Departmeui  of  Transport  said  quency  of  hand-baggage 


i  r’-: 
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investigation  into  the  back¬ 
ground  to  the  crash  to  look  ata 
report  that  PA  103  took  off 
leaving  a  passenger  behind  hurt 
taking  his  luggage. 

As  a  security  measure 
boarding  passes  are  supposed 
to  be  checked  against  luggage. 


asis  on  the  huge  number  of 
transatlantic  flights. 

But  the  extra  caution  ,  did 
not  prevent  one  false  alarm 
temporarily  dosing  terminal 
three  for  several  hours. 

Police  explosives  experts 
were  called  to  the  airport  at 


one  point  after  a  passenger 
dumped  his  luggage  in  the 
terminal  in  the  departure  area 
used  by  Pan  Am  and  Air 
Panada. 

The  suitcase  was  left  next  to 
an  Air  Panada  dteck-in 
counter,  dose  to  a  Pan  Am 
desk. 

The  terminal  was  evacuated 
but  when  police,  opened  the 
abandoned  suitcase  they 
found  only  clothes.  Police 
believe  the  passenger  had 
planned  to  present  a  false 
nassnort-  took  friflht  and  fled. 


Despite  the  crash  there  was 
no  sign  of  an  abatement  in  the 
number  of  people  flying  from 
the  airport 

Crowds  packed  all  four 
terminals  at  the  airport  with 
long  queues  forming  for 
domestic  shuttle  flights. 


Within  a  few  hours  of  the  Pan 
Am  crash,  Scotland  Yard’s 
anti-terrorist  branch  and  Mr 
George  Churchill-Coleman, 
its  commander,  were  alerted 
to  fonn  part  of  an  inter¬ 
national  team  investigating  a 
possible  bombing. 

Mr  Churdhill-Otlenian  , 
commander  of  the  branch  for 
more  than  three  years,  is  no 
stranger  to  Middle  Eastern 
terrorism.  As  a  senior  detec¬ 
tive  in  1980  he  headed  the 


investigation  in  the  aftermath 
of  the  Iranian  Embassy  siege 
and  two  years  ago  mounted 
the  prosecution  against  Nezar 
Hmdawi,  who  tried  to  put  a 
bomb  on  an  El  A1  aircraft 
lining  his  unwitting  pregnant 


By  Our  Crime  Reporter 

As  head  of  the  branch,  his 
officers  have  successfully  ta¬ 
ken  partin  the  prosecution  of 
Patrick  Magee,  the  Brighton 
bomber,  and  Gilbert  Mc- 
Namee,  one  of  the  IRA's  key 
bomb-makers. 

In  recent  months  he  has 
been  leading  the  police  effort 
to  get  Father  Patrick  Ryan 
bade  to  Britain  for  trial 

A  tall,  grey-haired  figure, 
Mr  Churchill-Coleman,  agftd 
50.  has  been  a  London  noKce- 


man  for  28  years.  His  career 
has  included  command  of 
detectives  in  the  West  End, 
whore  he  led  the  successful 
investigatfon  into  the  death  of 
seven  Chinese  in  a  Soho 
gambling  dub,  and  deputy 
command  of  the  complaints 


investigation  bureau.  A  man 
who  chooses  his  words  care*  \ 
fuhy,  albeit  sometimes  force*  -‘v 
fully,  Mr  Churchill-Coleman  r 
loads  a  team  noted  for  • 
perserverence  and  the  success-. .  ^  • 
ful  application  of  forcnshr- 
sdence. 

As  the  police  in  London  ; 
geared  themselves  up  for  tht  -*- 
investigation,  scientists  frotft  ^' 
the  Royal  Armaments  Re*  V* 
search  and  Development- -  W 
Establishment  based  in  JCenfc . ul  * 

Wiw  — 


land  with  crash 
They  will  bunt 
debris.  .•« 


ml 


Somewhere  in  the  bo 
tieons  they  may  also  find 
first  dues  and  even  evic 
which  might  be  used  in  a 
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Friends  mourn  lovely  couple 

‘I  kissed  little 
Bryony  and 


said  take  care  ’ 


By  Mark  Soaster 

An  18-momh  old  girt  and  her  She  would 
mother  were  among  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  the  Pan  Am  air 
disaster,  it  was  disclosed 
yesterday. 

Bryony  Owen,  from  Bristol, 
was  travelling  with  her  mother 
Miss  Yvonne  Owen,  aged  29, 
a  trainee  social  worker,  who 
was  due  to  spend  Christmas 
with  her  boy  friend. 

A  last  minute  rfiany  nf  plan 
put  Miss  Owen  and  her  baby 
on  board  PA  103.  She  had 


Yvonne  Owen:  Christmas 
with  her  boy  friend, 
intended  to  spend  the  holiday 
in  Paris  with  her  boy  friend,  a 
PE  teacher,  but  his  sister  fell  ill 
in  America  and  he  then  sent 
her  the  money  for  tickets  for 
them  to  travel  across  the 
Atlantic. 

Miss  Owen  lived  in  Chelsea 
Park,  Easton.  Bristol,  and  met 
her  boy  friend  when  she 
travelled  to  America  with  ter 
friends  from  Bristol  Poly- 
technic  where  she  was  training 
to  become  a  social  worker. 

Her  grandfather,  Mr  Rich¬ 
ard  Owen,  of  Pendine,  Dyfed, 
said:  “It  is  a  tragedy.  Bryony 
and  Yvonne  were  both 
lovely.” 

A  neighbour,  Mr  Alfred 
Lusty,  aged  70,  said  he  had 
seen  Miss  Owen  and  Brony 
just  before  they  left  for 
Heathrow. 

"I  kissed  little  Bryony  on 
the  cheek  and  said  take  care. 

“They  did  not  deserve  to 
die.  Yvonne  was  a  lovely  pit 
Bryony  came  first  in  ter  life. 

Promise  of 
state  help 
by  Rifkind 

By  Kerry  Gill 

Townspeople  in  Lockerbie  af¬ 
flicted  by  Wednesday's  disast¬ 
er  will  receive  help  from  the 
Government,  Mr  Malcolm 
Rifldnd.  Secretary  of  Stale  for 
Scotland,  said  yesterday. 

The  Government  was  asses¬ 
sing  the  damage  to  Lockerbie 
and  two  Scottish  Office  of¬ 
ficials  had  been  sent  to  discuss 
how  best  to  make  contribu¬ 
tions  with  Dumfries  and 
Galloway  council,  he  said. 

The  emergency  services  and 
voluntary  bodies  had  given 
“aid,  assistance  and  comfort 
to  those  affected  by  this 
terrible  tragedy.  But  help  will 
be  needed  for  same  time  to 
come”  he  added. 

Mr  Rifkind  said  be  had 
asked  Loud  James  Douglas- 
Hamillon.  Under  Secretary  of 
State  at  the  Scottish  Office,  to 
keep  in  dose  touch  with  the 
local  authorities. 

A  legal  support  group  has 
bon  established  by  the  Law 
Society  of  Scotland  to  help 
families  of  victims. 

Professor  Ross  Harper,  the 
Law  Society's  president,  said 
the  group  had  been,  estab¬ 
lished  to  give  relatives  pro¬ 
fessional  advice.  It  had 
considerable  experience  from 
other  disasters. 


go  without  to 
provide  for  ter.  It's  difficult  to 
accept  we  will  never  see  her 
again.” 

Mr  Glen  Bouddey,  aged  27, 
died  as  be  flew  home  to 
America  only  four  days  after 
be  was  best  man  at  his 
brother’s  wedding. 

Glen,  and  his  American 
bride  of  10  months,  Paula, 
flew  in  for  the  marriage  of  his 
brother,  Christopher,  aged  25, 
in  Sowerby  Bridge,  West 
Yorks. 

It  was  Glen’s  first  trip  back 
to  Yorkshire  since  emigrating 
to  the  United  States  at  the 
start  of  the  year. 

Christopher,  a  teacher,  and 
his  bride,  Stephanie,  cut  short 
their  honeymoon  to  be  with 
the  grief  stricken  family-  Last 
night  he  said:  “We  are  ab¬ 
solutely  devastated  by  this”. 

Glen,  who  worked  for  an 
electrical  wholesale  company 
in  New  York,  met  his  wife,  a 
doctor,  when  she  visited  Eng¬ 
land. 

The  wealthy  head  of  a  ship- 
broking  firm  perished  in  the 
crash  after  getting  a  last- 
minute  seat  on  the  flight  to 
attend  an  unde’s  foneraL  , 

Mr  Minos  Kulukundis, 
aged  38,  was  director  and 
company  secretary  at  his  late 
father’s  worldwide  ship  bro¬ 
kerage  firm  in  the  City  of 
London. 

He  booked  on  Pan  Am 
while  his  blotter,  Elias,  and 
cousin,  Eddie  the  impresario, 
travelled  earlier  in  the  day  on 
Concorde,  to  attend  the 
funeraL  They  were  waiting  for 
him  at  John  F  Kennedy 
Airport  in  New  York. 

Staff  at  Kulukundis  & 
Rethymms,  in  New  Fetter 
Lane,  yesterday  wept  over  his 
death. 

Mrs  Rose  Gray,  secretary, 
said:  “He  was  such  a  kind 
hearted  man  and  insisted  on 
representing  his  family  at  the 
funeral  in  New  York.  It  all 
seems  such  a  waste  of  life." 

Mr  Kulukundis  comes  from 
a  large  Greek  family  whose 
company  has  offices  through¬ 
out  the  world. 

He  leaves  a  widow,  Marina, 
and  three  young  sons,  aged  10, 


Baby  Bryony  Owes  who  died  with  her  mother  on  their  way  to  spend  a  holiday  in  America. 


seven  and  two  at  their  London 
home  in  The  little  Boltons, 
West  Brampton. 

His  cousin,  Eddie,  aged  58, 
has  directed  West  End  and 
Broadway  plays,  including 
Pygmalion,  and  Entertaining 
MrStoane. 

More  details  emerged  yes¬ 
terday  of  the  family  of  four 
from  Surrey  who  were  all 
killed  on  their  way  to  spend 
Christmas  with  relatives. 

Mr  John  Stevenson,  and  his 
wife,  Geraldine,  from  Thames 

The  aftermath 


Ditton,  were  travelling  with 
their  daughters,  Hannah,  aged 
10,  and  Rachel,  aged  eight 

Mr  Stevenson  worked  for 
the  credit  card  company  Ac¬ 
cess  and  travelled  widely.  His- 
wife  was  planning  to  return  to 
her  career  as  a  teacher  at  St 
Maui's  Convent  Weybridge, 
where  the  two  girls  were 
pupils. 

Father  Eric  Flood,  of  the 
Church  of  Our  Lady  of  Per¬ 
petual  Succour,  where  the 
family  worshipped,  said  a 


memorial  service  would  be 
held  for  item  after  Christmas. 

Mr  Mark  Zwynenbmg,  aged 
29,  a  bachelor  and  executive 
director  with  the  American 
merchant  hank  Goldman 
Sachs  International  in  Lon¬ 
don,  was  returning  to  his. 
family  home  in  New  York.  He ' 
lived  in  central  London. 

Mr  Eugene  Fife,  in  charge  of 
the  London  office,  said: 
“Mark  was  an  exceptional 
person.  This  is  a  tremendous 


loss  both  to  his  family  and  his 
colleagues.” 

Pan  Am  employees  were 
yesterday  mourning  the  loss  of 
the  16-strong  crew.  The  flight 
deck  crew  were  based  in  New 
York;  the  attendants,  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  Americans  and  Euro¬ 
peans,  in  London. 

Miss  Geraldine  Murphy, 
aged  51,  of  Twickenham, 
south-west  London,  who  was 
understood  to  have  been  bom 
in  Belfast,  was  a  veteran  of 
thousands  of  flights.  She  had 
expressed  an  interest  in  mov¬ 
ing  from  her  job  as  senior 
purser  to  one  of  the  airline's 
training  departments. 

Miss  Stacie  Franklm,  aged 
20,  an  American  Jiving  in 
Chiswick,  west  London,  join¬ 
ed  Pan  Am  earlier  this  year. 

Stewardess  Siv  Engstrom, 
aged  51,  lived  in  Rays  Ave¬ 
nue,  Windsor,  Berkshire. 
Neighbours  said  Miss  Eng- 
strom,  a  Swede,  was  a  cheerful 
woman  whose  hobby  was 
moving  cuddly  toys  for  chil¬ 
dren’s  charities. 

Mr  Robot  Schlageter,  aged 
20>  an  American  student  at  the 
University  of  East  Anglia  in 
Norwich,  was  among  the 
dead.  He  was  returning  home 
to  Warwick,  Rhode  Island, 
where  ins  parents  live. 

An  extra  meeting  led  Mr 
Saul  Rosen  to  catch  the  flight 
Mr  Rosen,  a  married  man 
with  two  young  children,  was 
the  American  head  of  Process 
Technology,  based  in  Cam¬ 
bridge. 

A  company  spokesman 
said:  “He  came  over  for  an 
extended  series  of  meetings 
and  decided  to  add  in  one 
more  that  morning. 

Three  members  of  the 
Concannon  family,  from  Ban¬ 
bury,  Oxfordshire,  also  died  at 
Lockerbie,  en  route  for  a 
Christmas  holiday  in  the 
United  States. 

Mr  Tom  Concannon  and 
his  wife,  Bridie,  of  Nuffield 
Drive,  were  accompanied  fry 
their  son,  Sean,  aged  16,  an  A- 
level  student  at  the  town's 
Blessed  George  Napier 
SchooL 

The  school's  deputy  bead, 
Mr  Brian  Cousins,  said  Sean 
“was  well  liked  fry  every¬ 
body”. 

Leesa  Davies  was  happily 
singing  carols  in  Coventry 
Cathedral  when  she  should 
have  been  on  PA  103.  Leesa, 
aged  six,  has  been  staying  with 
her  grandmother  in  Britain 
since  June  and  was  booked 
several  weeks  ago  to  return  to 
the  US  on  the  cradied  airliner. 
However,  the  day  before  the 
flight  she  pleaded  to  be 
allowed  to  spend  Christmas 
with  her  grandmother.  Mis 
Melnba  Johnson,  in  Stoney 
Stanton  Road,  Coventry,  and 
the  booking  was  cancelled. 


Police  hope  to 
keep  relatives 
from  site  visit 


Dozens  of  relatives  of  the  Pan 
Am  disaster  who  flew  into 
Britain  from  the  United  States 
ly  will  be  discouraged 
visiting  the  crash  site  at 
Lockerbie. 

At  least  40  relatives  have 
arrived  on  flights  from  De¬ 
troit,  Miami  and  New  York 
and  more  are  expected  to 
follow.  Pan  Am  said. 

Scottish  police  said  that  “for 
humanitarian  reasons”  they 
were  trying  to  dissuade  them 
from  going  to  the  scene,  where 
many  of  the  dead  still  tie  scat¬ 
tered  around  the  countryside. 

Superintendent  Angus  Ken¬ 
nedy  said  that  if  the  relatives 
arrived,  the  social  services 
department  and  the  police 
were  ready  to  help. 

The  first  relatives  of  Ameri¬ 
can  passengers  who  died  in 
Wednesday's  crash  arrived  at 
Glasgow  airport  just  before 
lunch  yesterday. 

Two  councillors  from  Lock¬ 
erbie  flew  in  by  helicopter  to 
meet  eight  Americans  travel¬ 
ling  to  Scotland  on  the 
10.1  Sam  shuttle  from  Heath¬ 
row.  The  passengers  were  also 
met  by  Pan  Am  officials 
before  being  quickly  ushered 
out  of  the  terminal  and  taken 


by  toad  the  90  miles  to  the 
crash  scene. 

Some  of  the  relatives  are 
wafting  in  Scotland  for  per¬ 
mission  to  visit  the  scene. 

Pan  Am  said:  “We  are 
transporting  any  families  who 
wish  to  go  to  London,  escorted 
by  Pan  Am  employees,  to 
assist  with  any  arrangements 
that  need  to  be  made. 

“Some  have  continued  to 
Scotland  and  we  are  waiting 
for  the  local  authorities  at 
Lockerbie  to  give  the  OK  for 
them  to  visit  the  site.” 

One  man  m  his  early  twen¬ 
ties,  so  distressed  he  was  in  a 
state  of  near  collapse,  flew  into 
Heathrow  from  New  York 
aboard  a  scheduled  Pan  Am 
Boeing  747  jet 

He  was  helped  from  the 
aircraft  by  a  Pan  Am  official. 
Once  through  the  customs  hall 
in  Terminal  Three,  where  just 
over  24  hours  earlier  the  ill- 
fated  PA  103  had  departed, 
one  of  the  airport’s  chaplains 
was  on  hand  to  comfort  him. 

He  was  driven  away  from 
the  airport  with  airline  of¬ 
ficials  refusing  to  reveal  his 
name,  where  he  was  being 
taken  or  whom  he  had  lost  in 
the  crash. 


Mock  crash  to  test 
emergency  hotline 


By  Tony  Dawe 


The  emergency  services  will 
respond  to  another  air  crash 
on  the  scale  of  the  Lockerbie 
tragedy  next  month  in  an 
exercise  to  improve  Britain’s 
handling  of  such  disasters. 

The  exercise,  planned  a 
month  ago  for  January  12,  en¬ 
visages  a  DC9  airliner  carry¬ 
ing  130  passengers  crashing  on 
to  the  Sheffield  to  St  Pancras 
railway  line  and  bring  struck 
by  an  Intercity  train. 

Police,  local  authority  staff 
and  others  involved  in  han¬ 
dling  emergencies  will  have  to 
gather  information  about  the 
^victims”  and  feed  it  to  a  cen¬ 
tral  casualty  bureau  while 
police  cadets  and  volunteers 
play  the  part  of  thousands  of 
relatives  telephoning  for  news. 

The  information  will  be 
gathered  and  the  calls  ans¬ 
wered  at  the  Bristol  telephone 
exchange  used  for  share 
flotations. 

The  exercise  win  test 
whether  the  exchange  can 
handle  the  “crisis”  and  be¬ 


come  Britain's  emergency 
telephone  exchange.  Relatives 
seeking  information  about 
passengers  aboard  Wednes¬ 
day's  flight  and  the  trains  in 
the  Clapham  Junction  crash 
earlier  this  month  have  com¬ 
plained  that  the  emergency 
telephone  numbers  were  al¬ 
ways  engaged. 

The  Home  Office  con¬ 
firmed  yesterday  that  the  trial 
will  be  organized  by  the 
Association  of  Chief  Police 
Officers  and  British  Telecom. 
“We  are  looking  at  several 
ways  of  improving  public 
access  to  information  about 
casualties”,  a  police  spokes¬ 
man  said. 

Mr  Simon  Turney,  a  South 
Yorkshire  emergency  planner 
who  is  taking  part,  raid:  “The 
difficulty  in  getting  inform¬ 
ation  about  casualties  is  one  of 
the  most  distressing  aspects  of 
major  accidents  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  We  need  to  find  a  new 
system  which  can  handle  the 
flood  of  calls.” 


200  made  homeless  in  town 


Teams  of  social  workers  have 
been  assigned  to  a  long-term 
counselling  operation  to  help 
Lockerbie  come  to  terms  with 
its  grief  after  PA  103  ousted 
on  the  town. 

Drawing  on  the  experiences 
of  colleagues  elsewhere  who 
have  dealt  with  disasters,  10 
senior  managers  and  20  social 
workers  have  begun  to  prepare 
for  months,  possibly  years,  of 
dose  involvement  with  fami¬ 
lies. 

Survivors  and  relatives  of 
victims  of  the  Bradford  foot¬ 
ball  ground  fire  three  years 
ago,  for  example,  are  still 
receiving  assistance  from 
psychiatrists. 

Since  the  crash  of  the  747, 
the  immediate  needs  of  the 
families  made  homeless  and 
those  whose  relatives  were 
killed  have  already  been  met. 

The  more  serious  and  diffi¬ 
cult  problems  are  yet  to  arise, 
according  to  Mr  Tom  Mc- 
Menamay,  director  of  social 
work  for  Dumfries  and  Gallo¬ 
way. 

Yesterday  he  said:  “At  the 
moment  there  is  almost  a 
buoyancy  about  the  place  but 
when  the  media  goes  and'tiie 
world  turns  its  attention 
somewhere  else,  Lockerbie 


By  Peter  Davenport 

will  fed  very  isolated.  That  is 
when  our  real  job  begins.” 

Social  services  have  become 
skilled  over  recent  years  in  the 
demands  of  grief  counselling; 
the  impact  on  communities  of 
incidents  such  as  the  Bradford 
football  ground  fire  and  the 
Hungerford  shootings  has  cre¬ 
ated  a  national  pod  of  skills 
and  resources. 

By  yesterday  one  social 
worker  from  Camden,  north 
London  and  another  from 
Grampian,  which  handled  the 
'  Piper  Alpha  aftermath,  were 
already  working  alongside  Mr 
McMenamay’s  team  in  a 
noisy,  crowded  classroom  in 
Lockerbie  Academy,  the  local 
high  schooL  The  academy  has 
been  turned  into  the  com¬ 
mand  centre  for  those  coping 
with  the  aftermath  of  the 
disaster. 

Every  social  service  directin' 
in  the  country  has  offered 
assistance  and  extra  social 
workers  will  be  drafted  in. 

There  is  also  a  recognition 
that  social  workers  themselves 
and  those  helping  in  the 
unpleasant  task  of  recovering 
bodies  will  also  need  counsel¬ 
ling  to  cope  with  their 
experiences. 

Two  are  involved 


with  relatives  of  those  who 
died  on  PA  103.  At  least  20 
relatives  were  expected  by  the 
end  of  the  day. 

Mr  McMenamay  said: 
“More  than  200  people  in  the 
town  were  made  homeless, 
with  most  going  to  relatives 
and  70  staying  in  hotels  and 
guest  houses.  Our  immediate 
responsibility  is  to  restore 
people  to  their  more  normal 
way  of  life  as  quickly  as 
possible.  How  that  will  be 
fended  I  don’t  want  to  pursue. 
It  seems  to  me  feat  h  has  to  be 
done  and  then  somebody  has 
to  worry  about  how  it  is 
funded.” 

Anyone  entering  Lockerbie 
ignorant  of  the  diraster  woukl 
find  many  parts  of  the  town 
apparently  normal;  shops  with 
Christmas  decorations,  people 
cheerfully  going  about  then- 
daily  tasks.* 

Mr  McMenamay  said  it  did 
not  mean  the  loss  of  at  least  13 
adults  and  four  children  was 
not  deeply  and  sincerely  felL  It 
was  part  of  the  healing  process 
which  communities  such  as 
Lockerbie  have  to  go  through. 
The  time  for  public  ex¬ 
pressions  of  grief  will  come 
when  the  world  has  tinned  its 
attention  elsewhere. 


Passengers  and  crew  on  ill-fated  flight 


Pan  American  World  Airways 
in  New  York  has  issued  the 
following  list  identifying  the 
crew  members  and  passengers 
who  were  aboard  PA  103: 
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Starts  on  Tuesday,  27th  December  at  9.00  am . 
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Disciplining  not  linked  to  Clapham,  says  BR 

naltnan  in  TV  talk  dismissed 


By  Roland  Rudd 
Employment  Affairs  Reporter 

A  British  Rail  signalman  was  dis¬ 
missed  yesterday  days  after  he  alleged 
on  television  that  the  railway  board  is 
suffering  from  numerous  signal  fail¬ 
ures  such  as  the  one  that  caused  the 
Clapham  Junction  disaster  in  south 
London. 

Mr  Michael  Lisidd  lost  his  job  after 
a  75-minute  disciplinary  boring  at 
Waterloo  station. 

He  faced  three  chorees:  doing  a 
double  shift  to  help  a  friend;  aiding 
and  abetting  a  friend  to  be  absent 
from  work  without  authority  and  for 
being  17  minutes  late  for  work  on 
November2l. 

Mr  Lisidd  said  the  charges  were 
“trumped  up"  to  dismiss  him  after  he 
made  allegations  on  BBCs  Kilroy 
programme  that  signal  failures  occur 


regularly  because  of  faulty  equipment 
“British  Ran  is  victimizing  me  for 
what  I  said  on  tdevisiotL  Other  guys 
who  have  been  caught  doing  a  double 
shift  in  the  past  have  just  been  given  a 
warning”,  he  said. 

Mr  Jimmy  Stevenson,  who  repre¬ 
sented  Mr  Lisidd  for  the  National 
Union  of  Raftwaymen,  told  the 
hearing  that  double  shift  practices  had 

been  going  on  for  years  and  that  on 
occasion  British  Rail  asked  employees 
to  do  a  double  shift  when  staff  are 
unwelL 

Mr  Lisidd,  aged  25,  of  Cbartham 
Grove,  West  Norwood,  south-east 
London,  yesterday  repeated  his  allega¬ 
tions  that  “Clapham  could  happen 
again  unless  British  Rail  stop  cutting 
staff  and  overworking  technicians”. 

He  added:  “The  bosses  have  to 
improve  pay  and  employ  more 
experienced  staff  The  older  signals,  if 


they  are  maintained  properly  are 
adequate,  but  the  new  signals,  in¬ 
stalled  on  a  low  budget,  could  cause 
another  disaster.” 

British  Rail  confirmed  he  bad  been 
dismissed  “after  an  incident  in 
November”  but  was  not  given  official 
notice  of  the  charges  until  December 
15. 

“Mr  Lisidd  was  not  sacked  or 
disciplined  as  a  result  of  appearing  on 
television”,  it  said.  Mr  lisidd.  has 
seven  days  to  appeaL 
•  A  preliminary  meeting  of  the  public 
investigation  into  the  Clapham  Junc¬ 
tion  disaster  is  to  be  held  on  January  9 
in  Central  Hall,  Westminster.  It  has 
been  called  by  Mr  Anthony  Hidden, 
QC,  who  was  appointed  to  conduct 
the  inquiry. 

Meanwhile  British  Rail  is  to  order 
new  rolling  stock  to  replace  units 
written  off  less  than  two  weeks  ago,  in 


the  disaster,  in  which  34  people  died. 

This  was  revealed  in  a  written  answer 

in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr 
Michael  Portillo,  Minister  of  State  for 
Transport. 

Six  units  were  effectively  destroyed 
in  the  collision,  and  they  will  be 
replaced  by  six  additional  four-car 
nnhs  of  the  type  used  on  the 
ThamesUnk  lure,  which  operates 
services  from  Bedford  across  the 
Thames  to  Gatwick  and  the  south 
coast. 

•  The  Prime  Minister  yesterday  hdd 
out  little  prospect  of  eliminating 
overcrowding  on  London  commuter 
trains  to  the  extent  all  passengers 
could  expect  to  have  a  seat. 

In  a  letter  to  Mr  Neil  Kinnock,  the 
Labour  leader,  Mrs  Thatcher  said  that 
it  was  not  yet  known  whether  the . 
trains  involved  in  the  disaster  were 
overcrowded. 


Yard  alerts  shoppers  to  bomb  threat 


By  David  Sapsted 

An  alert  to  shoppers  to  be 
vigilant  for  terrorist  bombs 
and  incendiary  devices  at  new 
year  sales  was  issued  by 
Scotland  Yard  last  night 

Anti-Terrorist  Squad  offi¬ 
cers  searching  for  both  the 
IRA  unit  operating  a  bomb 
factory  discovered  in 
Clapham,  south  London,  and 


the  Animal  Liberation  Front 
activists  believed  to  be 
responsible  for  arson  attacks 
on  stores  in  London, 
Birmingham,  Plymouth  and 
Cardiff  this  week,  are  particu¬ 
larly  concerned  about  the 
threat  posed  during  the  post- 
Christmas  sales  rush. 

Fears  that  the  recent  spate 
of  attacks  on  stores  may 
continue  w ere  heightened  by  a 


fire  early  yesterday  which 
destroyed  a  clothes  store  in 
Queen’s  Road,  Bristol  “We 
believe  this  was  arson  and  that 
some  form  of  accelerant  was 
used”.  Chief  Insp  Bryan 
Saunders,  of  Avon  and  Somer¬ 
set  police,  said.  Scotland  Yard 
said  the  threat  over  the  new 
year  sales  period  was  “always 
very  real  and,  obviously,  there 
is  a  need  for  the  public  to  be 


particularly  vigilant”. 

South  Wales  police  yes¬ 
terday  issued  a  description  of 
the  map  they  want  to  inter¬ 
view  after  a  me,  being  linked 
to  die  Animal  Liberation 
Front,  at  Howells  department 
store  tn  Cardiff  which  caused 
more  than  £100,000  of  dam¬ 
age.  He  is  described  as  5ft  Sin, 
of  buikl,  and  dean- 

shaven  with  short  hair. 


Mr  Clifford  WHfiams,  aged 
79,  a  mired  chartered  ac¬ 
countant  of  Newbury  Gar¬ 
dens,  Stondeigh,  Epsom, 
has  won  the  Portfolio  com¬ 
petition,  picking  up  £4,000 
just  before  Christmas.  He 
«aiiH-  “The  ifniing  is  very 
good,  but  we  accountants  are 
very  careful  with  money  so  I 
shall  probably  save  it”. 


IT’S  BIGGER  THAN  A  SALE!  IT  ONLY  HAPPENS  ONCE  A  YEAR! 
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TO  CLEAR  BY 6pm  NEW  YEAR’S  EVE! 


All  Texas  store  managers 
have  been  instructed  to  sell-out 
all  surplus  stock.  Over  £5 
million  worth  of  discontinued 
ranges,  manufacturers  clear¬ 
ances  etc.  have  been  slashed  in 
price  for  immediate  clearance. 


PAINT 
13  H  SELL  OUT 


lOOtft  of  DULUX  -  SQUARE  DEAL*  CROWN 
INTERNATIONAL  PAINT  MUST  BE 
CLEARED.  BrtUfant  white  and  colours. Vinyl 
Silks  &  Matts.  Glosses.  Undercoats.  Tile 
Raint.  Masonry  PainL  Primers,  a  litre  to  10 
Wre  cans.  Phis  a  large  range  of  accessori¬ 
es,  brushes  and  deaners.  ALL  MUST  GO ! 


UP  TO 


80%  OFF 

■STARTS  BOXING  DAY! 

10  AM  -  6  PM 


Shown  below  are  a  few  exam¬ 
ples  of  the  surplus  stocks  to 
clear  nationwide-obviously 
stocks  will  vary  from  store  to 
stove  and  once  sold  cannot  be 
repeated-so  be  early  for  the 
pick  of  the  bargains. 


I  mm  KITCHEN 
BRUB1  SELLOUT 


FURNITURE 


mm  sellout 


DININ8  TABLES  *  CHAIRS  .  NESTS  OP 
INBLES-IV/VlDEDCABINErS  •  MAGAZINE 
RACKS  ■  COFFEE  TABLES.  In  a  wide  range 
of  finishes  from  oak.  mahogany  and  pine 
to  up-to-the-minute  laminates.  Everything 
you  need  to  make  your  home  complete. 
Don't  miss  your  chance  to  pick  up  a  bargain  1 


H99p 

Brilliant  white.  Giant  value  5  litre  can. 
Usually  £4.99.  (25  only  per  store). 

GREAT 

99p 

Beech  wood.  iM,  1J4“,  2"  sizes.  Special 
Value  Buy.  ( 100  only  per  store). 

VALUE 

rTr^TFT-^TTTiqi 

GREAT 

fil.99 

Plain  frost  white.  15cm  x  15cm.  Pack  of 
1R  Outstanding  value  at  this  price. 

VALUE 

In  i  i  . . IM  1 

1/2 

PRICE 

EH9 

15cm  x  20cm.  Choice  of  3  plain 
colours.  10  per  pack.  Usually  £5.99. 

£1 

£l.49 

Available  in  a  choice  of  beautiful 

1  patterns.  Usually  £2v49  per  rolL 

OFF 

66% 

OFF 

KM 

Vinyl.  In  a  choice  of  beautiful 
patterns.  Usually  £4.49  per  rolL 

1/2 

PRICE 

n 

40W  electric.  Reliable  and  easy  to  use. 
Super  value  at  this  price.  Usually  £7.99. 

uwnr  *  BASE  UNITS  •  WALL  UNITS  .  SINK 
UMTS*  LARDER  UMTS- OVEN  HOUSINGS 
•  SINKS  •  APPLIANCES  •  CORNICES.  Huge 
choice  of  styles  in  an  assortment  of  natural 
woods  and  easy  dean  laminate  surfaces. 


GARDEN 
SELLOUT 
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•  CUSHIONS  *.  HAMMOCKS  -  DRINKS 
TROLLEYS  •  BARBECUES  •  Furniture  in 
weather  proof  and  wooden  finishes  with  a 
vast  range  of  cushions,  parasols  and 
accessories:  Be  early  for  the  best  of  the 
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Super  quality.  Super  value.78"x  30”. 
Rush  fitting.  Usually  £13.99. 


KH  £ll.99 


WALLBOARDS  *  PINE  CLADDING  -  STAIR- 


ALL  PURPOSES  •  INTERIOR  «  EXTERIOR 
A  LOUVRE  DOORS.  An  incredible  range  of 
limber  and  doors  fbrtsveiy  DIY  requirement. 
Hurry  while  Stocks  last! 

PLUS  100’s  OF  ITEMS 


Texas  brand.  Grey  or  Sage.  Eg.  Hi-fine 

Base  Unit  1000mm .  Usually  £4939 

PINE 

EnfTEiria 

Comp 

Stroni 

rising:  table,  match! 
land  sturdy  Usually 

ng  benches. 
£3939. 

Comprising  table  and  4  dining  chairs. 
Outstanding  value.  Usually  £139.99. 


1  ;  i  I H  i  Uli 


USUALLY  PRICES  AD  Texas  offers  are 
genuine  reductions  from  the  prices 
previously  charged  at  the  majority  of  our 
superstores  nationwide,  including  Texas 
Enfield.  Middx. 


Siliigiiisi 

Jrir- " 


Close  coupled.  Bath,  basin,  mo, 
pedestal,  cistern,  side  panel,  taps, 
plugs,  chains,  seat  wastes/overflows. 
In  Misty  Pink  or  Grey  Usually  £279.99. 


Iriff  TILES  1 
fell  SELLOUT  I 


MANUFACTURERS  RAINES.  Every  Imagin¬ 
able  colour.  To  dear  regardless  of  cost! 
Boor  and  wafl  tiles.  Patterns  &  plains.  Vir^i 
&  cork  ties.  Carpet  ties,  woodblock  &  roll 
flooring!  DON'T  MISS  0UC 


LIGHTING 

SELLOUT 


GARDEN  LIGHTS*  LAMP  SHADES  in  wicket; 
fabric,  paper  and  a#  kinds  of  glass.  An  unbeat¬ 
able  range  of  styles  and  colours.  Fantastic 


i  l!:lH  m  * 


TO  PICK  OP  A  BARGAIN! 

Offers  may  vary  from  B 
store  to  store  and  are  ’ 
available  while  stocks  last 
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Plea  to  protect  Lake  District 


By  Peter  Davenport 

New  mores  to  create  a  heal 
framework  to  protect  the  Lake 
District  from  increasing 
threats  to  its  character  and  en¬ 
vironment  are  to  begin  next 
year.  If  they  are  rasoccessfal 
many  of  the  area's  qualities 
may  be  test  forever. 

National  Park  authorities 
axe  to  consoft  national  organ¬ 
izations,  parish  and  district 
consols  and  indiridoals  about 
proposals  to  promote  a  private 
Bill  which:  would  give  wide- 
ranging  and  anprecedented 
new  powers. 

Among  the  more  radical 
suggestions  are  a  tax  on 
tourists  spending  nights  in  the 
Lake  District,  and  powers  to 
control  second-home  pur¬ 
chases,  noise  levels,  low-flying 
aircraft,  boats  using  the  lakes, 
and  to  help  local  people  forced 
out  of  the  bousing  market  by 
increasing  prices. 

Mr  John  Toothffl,  the  Nat¬ 
ional  park  Officer  who  pat 
forward  the  proposals,  admits 
they  are  controversial  bat  he  is 
(hat  if  nothing  is 
done  to  limit  environmental 

^amagp  by  the  number 

of  visitors,  dm  character  of  the 
area  wffi  be  destroyed. 

“These  are  far-reaching 
proposals  but  they  need  to  be 
aired.  Otherwise  the  lakes 
themselves  will  be  overrun, 
dangerous  and  wastelands  for 
nature  conservation.” 

Mr  ToothlQ  has  been  with 
the  authority  far  18  years  and 
he  admTtQ  that  the  difficulties 
have  never  been  worse. 

Behind  the  proposals  are 
problems  created  hy  the  parks* 
own  success  story.  It  caters  for 
op  to  14  million  visitors  a  year 
and  there  is  no  sign  of  the 
numbers  foiling. 

The  tourism  boom,  fuelled 
by  easier  access  by  road  and 
rail  and  greater  prosperity, 
has  brought  undoubted  bene¬ 
fits  to  the  local  economy.  Up  to 
45  per  cent  of  all  jobs  in  the 
Lake  District  relate  to  tomfem 
and  much  of  the  £275  million 
spent  each  year  by  visitors  to 
Cambria  as  a  whole  is  within 
the  Lake  District 

Critics  say  the  character  of 
the  area  tea  already  been 
destroyed  in  areas  such  as 
Bowness,  Windermere  and 
Ambteside. 

Among  the  proposals  are: 

•  A  visitor  tax  for  any  tourist 
who  spends  a  night  in  the  Lake 

District  A  50p  levy  wo«W 
bring  in  between  £2  million 
and  £4  million  to  the  national 
park  authority,  whose  bndget 
from  central  and  local  govern¬ 
ment  is  £2  minion. 

•  The  authority  says  it  cannot 
deploy  enough  funds  to  secure 
the  figure  of  agriculture  in  the 
area,  where  many  hill  formers 
work  on  the  financial  margin. 


Mr  John  Toothill:  “Wastelands  for  nature  conservation 


but  it  wants  powers  to  prevent 
die  sale  of  farmhouses  sepa¬ 
rately  front  farm  land. 

•  The  authority  wants  to  be 
given  powers  to  ease  the 
housing  problem  of  local 
people  who  find  themselves 
priced  out  of  the  market  hy  the 
demand  for  holiday  homes. 

•  The  new  Bill  would  give 
powers  to  control  development 
of  fish  farming  in  the  lakes, 
forestry,  and  the  siting  of 
television  satellite  dishes  and 
play  equipment  In  hotel 
grounds. 

•  The  ffiU  would  enable  the 
authority  to  introduce  a  regis¬ 
tration  system  for  boats,  cover¬ 


ing  aQ  the  lakes,  and  enable 
better  control  of  noise  Junta 
and  time*  of  use.  It  would 
enforce  anti-pollution  and 
navigation  regulations. 

•  The  BGl  may  also  attempt  to 
impose  a  ban,  except  m  emer¬ 
gencies,  on  military  flights 
below  5,000ft 

•  It  would  seek  to  control 
motor  rallies  and  ban  compet¬ 
itive  climbing  events  on  the 
Lake  District  crags. 

Mr  ToothiD,  who  hopes  that 
a  Bill  can  be  submitted  by 
November  next  year,  said: 
“The  balances  are  becoming 
distorted  and  if  we  do  not  move 
they  will  tip  even  further.” 


Coventry  bank  robbery 


Hurd  praises  shot  policeman 


A  policeman  who  escaped 
death  by  turning  just  as  a  bank 
robber  opened  fire  with  a 
pomp  action  shotgun  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  Mr  Doug¬ 
las  Hurd,  Home  Secretary, 
praising  him  for  upholding  the 
“finest  traditions  of  the  police 
service”. 

Det  Constable  Leonard 
Jakartan,  aged  38,  speaking 
yesterday  for  the  first  time 
from  bis  hospital  bed,  said  he 
knew  another  officer  had  been 
shot  dead  when  he  tacided  two 
bank  robbers  in  Coventry  on 
Monday.  He  said  that  by 
turning  to  the  side  as  the 
shotgun  was  fired,  he  managed 
to  avoid  taking  the  blast  fall- 
on.  Instead,  the  pellets  entered 
his  stomach  at  an  angle  and 
emerged  from  his  right  side. 

Mr  Hurd  said:  “I  was 


By  Craig  Seton 

shocked  to  bear  of  the  injuries 
you  received  as  a  result  of 
bravely  carrying  out  your 
duties  as  a  police  officer. 

“In  taking  the  action  yon 
did,  putting  your  concern  for 
your  feUow-dtizens  before 
any  thought  of  your  personal 
safety,  yon  upheld  the  finest 
traditions  of  the  police 
service.” 

Constable  Jakeman  was 
speaking  shortly  after  dozens 
of  Coventry  policemen, 
including  senior  officers,  at¬ 
tended  the  private  funeral  of 
Police  Constable  Gavin 
Carlton,  aged  29,  who  was 
shot  dead  during  Monday’s 
shootings,  after  a  raid  on  the 
Midland  Bank  at  Tile  Hill  in 
the  city  by  two  men. 

Some  officers  broke  down 
as  heartbroken  relatives 


Todd  gets  writ  in 
TGWU  vote  fight 

By  Roland  Radd,  Employment  Affairs  Reporter 


The  former  chairman  of  Brit- 
ain's  biggest  union,  the  Trans¬ 
port  and  General  Workers 
Union,  is  taking  legal  action 
againstfhc  union’s  general  sec¬ 
retary,  Mr  Ron  Todd. 

Mr  Brian  Nicholson,  who 
lost  his  seat  on  the  39-man 
executive  in  last  February's 
elections,  claims  his  oppo¬ 
nent,  Mr  Steve  Riley,  was  not 
eligible  to  stand  bemuse'  his 
contributions  were  in  arrears. 

Mr  Nicholson  has  issued  a 
writ  through  his  solicitors, 
Lawford  and  Company,  alleg¬ 
ing  that  Mr  Todd  has  “failed 
to  uphold  the  union's  rules”. 

At  a  general  executive  com¬ 
mittee  meeting  last  Septem¬ 
ber,  Mr  Todd  infuriated  the  17 


centre-right  members,  who 
later  left  the  meeting,  when  he 
ruled  in  favour  of  Mr  Riley's 
candidature. 

The  right  was  further  enra¬ 
ged  when  Mr  Todd  also 
turned  down  attempts  to  sus¬ 
pend  Mr  Ivan  Monklon,  a  left¬ 
winger  from  Wales. 

Mr  Todd  has  ordered  an 
investigation  into  the  disputed 
election  and  into  the  affairs  of 
four  regions  controlled  by  the 
rigbL 

The  inquiry  will  attempt  to 
determine  whether  right-wing¬ 
ers  in  the  union  have  been 
working  with  other  right-wing 
activists  in  the  Electrical,  Elec¬ 
tronic,  Telecommunication 
and  Plumbing  Union. 


sobbed,  their  cries  the  only 
sounds  to  break  the  silence 
which  ended  a  short  funeral 
service. 

David  Fisher,  aged  22,  from 
Newport,  Gwent,  killed  him¬ 
self  during  a  siege  which 
followed  Monday’s  shootings. 

Nicholas  H3L  aged  20,  also 
of  Newport,  was  yesterday 
remanded  in  custody  at  Cov¬ 
entry  Magistrates’  Cburt  until 
January  20  accused  of 
murdering  PC  Carlton, 
attempting  to  murder  Con¬ 
stable  Jakeman  and  robbery. 
He  faces  further  charges  of 
attempting  to  murder  a 
Securicor  guard  in  Swindon, 
Wiltshire,  in  September,  1987, 
and  a  robbery  at  the  Chelten¬ 
ham  &  Gloucester  Building 
Society  in  Gloucester,  last 
January. 


Drug  case 
man  faces 
extradition 

One  of  the  men  charged  in 
connection  with  a  global  drug 
smuggling  was  recommended 
for  extradition  to  the  United 
States  at  Bow  Street  Mag¬ 
istrates  Court,  central  Lon¬ 
don,  yesterday. 

He  was  accused  of  assisting 
in  the  conspiracy  —  which  ob¬ 
tained  cannabis  and  mari¬ 
juana  for  the  West  Coast  cm 
the  United  States  —  by  supply¬ 
ing  false  passports  or  travel 
arrangements. 

James  Newton,  aged  56,  a 
solicitor,  of  Kinnerton  Place, 
Knightsbridge.  was  accused  of 
conspiring  to  import  dan¬ 
gerous  drugs  into  Florida.  He 
will  remain  in  custody  to 
await  the  decision  of  the 
i  Home  Office. 


Brain  cell  transplants  ‘encouraging’ 


The  hospital  which  pioneered 
brain  cefl  transplants  in 
Britain  using  tissue  from  an 
aborted  foetus  has  new  com¬ 
pleted  the  operation  in  12 
patients  with  Parkinson's  Dis¬ 
ease,  it  was  disclosed  yester¬ 
day. 

Professor  Edward  Hitch¬ 
cock,  of  the  Midland  Centre 
for  Neurosurgery  and  Necrol¬ 
ogy,  Smethwick,  West  Mid¬ 
lands,  said  that  the  operations 
showed  some  owram 
sagas  of  alleviating  the  effects 
ei  the  disease  on  the  mobility 


By  Craig  Seton 

of  Parkinson's  Disease  suffer¬ 
ers. 


to  stress  that  the  procedure  is 
stiD  very  much  at  an  experi¬ 
mental  stage.  We  shall  need  to 

evaluate  the  progress  of  each 
patient  very  carefully  for  some 
time  yet  before  we  can  say  to 
what  extent  the  traosphusta- 
tion  af  brain  cell  tissue  win  be 
ahk  to  play  a  part  hi  die 
treatment  of  Parkinson’s  Dis¬ 
ease  for  some  patients  suffer¬ 
ing  from  this  debOftating 
condition.**  Professor  Hitch¬ 


cock's  first  brain  cell  implant 
in  March  caused  a  debate  over 
the  nse  of  foetal  tisane.  He 
emphasized  then  that  there 
was  no  question  of  foetuses 
being  aborted  to  facilitate  the 
operations  and  said  the  foetal 
material  caste  from  a  tissue 
bank.^  The  hospHaTs  ethics 
committee  gave  the  go-ahead. 

He  also  appealed  to  his 
critics  to  consider  whether  it 
was  ethical  to  withhold  from 
Parkinson’s  Disease  suffer©*1* 
a  technique  which  cetdd  offer 
them  snare  prospector  relief. 
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Bleak  forecast  for 
4  Leeds  University  as 
it  faces  £3m  debt 


Post  haste  for  Christmas 


ADRIAN  BROOKS 


W- 


By  Sam  Kfley,  Higher  Education  Reporter 


Leeds  University  has  joined  a 
growing  number  of  colleges 
facing  penury  according  to  its 
financial  report  which  reveals 
that  ii  faces  debts  of  more  than 
£3  million  next  year. 

According  to  Sir  Edward 
Partes,  vice  chancellor  of 
Leeds,  the  university  had  a  net 
deficit  of  £1.643  million  last 
year  and  would  be  budgeting 
for  a  deficit  of  more  than  £3.4 
million  in  1 988-89. 

Leeds  joins  Aberdeen  Uni¬ 
versity  which  earlier  this 
month  announced  that  it  was 
accumulating  debt  at  £2  mil¬ 
lion  a  year  and  faced  insol¬ 
vency  unless  it  received  a  sub¬ 
stantial  injection  of  funds,  and 
University  College,  London, 
whose  debt  of  £13.6  million 
has  come  under  the  scrutiny  of 
the  Department  of  Education 
and Science. 

The  last  time  a  university 
was  subjected  to  such  an 
inquiry  of  this  type  was  when 
University  Gollege,  Cardiff 
was  rescued  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  with  more  than  £11  mil¬ 
lion  after  it  was  revealed  that 
the  college  had  spent  at  an  in* 
supportable  rale. 

Sir  Edward  said  in  his 
annual  report  to  the  Leeds 
University  Court  that  “the 
recurrent  grant  (from  the 
Government)  for  universities 
is  planned  to  increase  by 
about  10  per  cent  in  cash 
terras  over  three  years— yet 
Treasury  estimates  inflation 
over  the  same  period  is  expec¬ 
ted  to  be  in  the  order  of  12  per 
cent”. 

He  said  in  the  light  of  that 
the  university  would  have  to 
plan  for  a  reduction  of  7  per 
cent  in  real  terms  which, 
unless  it  was  offset  by  extra 


income  would  “imply  an  eco¬ 
nomies  programme  nearly  as 
drastic  as  that  we  had  to 
initiate  in  1986”  when  300 
staff  were  dismissed. 

•  After  a  decade  of  stagnation 
in  the  academic  job  market  as 
many  as  1,000  places  far 
young  academics  are  to  be 
made  available  over  the  next 
five  years  under  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  revamped  “new 
Mood”  scheme. 

A  total  of  £70  raHHon  has 
been  set  aside  to  ensure  that 
the  project  goes  smoothly  after 
widespread  criticism  tint  the 
Government’s  previous  plan 
was  too  inflexible  because  it 
was  centrally  managed,  allow¬ 
ing  little  room  for  local 
adaptation.  The  money  comes 
from  the  £155  minimi  restruc¬ 
turing  fund  allocated  in 
November  for  three  years  plus 
£20  millioa  from  this  year's 
public  expenditure  review. 

Unlike  the  previous  scheme 
the  money  will  be  allocated 
according  to  student  numbers 
in  subjects  and  wiD  give 
managers  the  opportunity  to 
recruit  according  to  academic 
plans  agreed  with  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Grants  Committee,  which 
distributes  government  funds 
to  universities,  and  has  re¬ 
cently  been  replaced  by  the 
Universities  Funding  CoimriL 

Sir  Pieter  Swinnertan-Dyer, 
rhnirrmn  of  the  new  COUDCfl, 

has  warned  that  the  career 
structure  in  academe,  which  at 
present  means  that  there  is 
“bunching"  at  highly-paid 
senior  levels  and  prevents 
resources  being  made  avail¬ 
able  for  new  entrants,  would 
pose  problems  for  both  initial 
entry  ami  retirement. 

Chairs  and  lectureships  to 


fall  vacant  over  (be  next  five 
years  will  be  identified  and  the 
savings  from  salaries  calcu¬ 
lated  so  that  new  staff  can  be 
recruited  at  lower  incomes  i 
with  extra  funds  being  drawn 
from  the  £70  million  fund. 

According  to  the  Times 
Higher  Education  Supple¬ 
ment.  Sir  Mark  Richmond, 
chairman  nf  the  Committee 
Vice  Chancellors  and  Prin¬ 
cipals,  welcomed  the  feet  that 
money  was  to  be  made  avail¬ 
able  as  a  lump  sum. 

“This  time  we  will  be  able  to 
bring  on  people  a  year  or  two 
ahead  of  time.  We  can  recruit 
someone  in  a  new  area,  know¬ 
ing  that  someone  else  will  be 
going  in  an  old  area”  Sir 
Mark,  vice  chancellor  of 
Manchester  University,  which 
is  to  get  an  extra  £2.57  million 
over  the  next  five  years,  said. 

•  Lager  louts  come  under 
examination  in  a  university 
degree  course  on  rioting  and 
civil  unrest.  Leicester  Univer¬ 
sity’s  master  of  arts  degree  in 
public  order  will  focus  on 
football  hooliganism,  unrest 
and  rioting  in  Britain  and  the 
rest  of  the  world,  and  is  the 
first  degree  of  its  kind  in 
Britain  and  will  be  on  offer  to 
students  of  the  one-year 
course  by  October.  It  is  hoped 
policemen,  social  workers, 
probation  officers  and  Civil 
Servants  might  be  among 
potential  recruits. 

Mr  John  Benyon,  sociology 
lecturer  in  charge  of  the 
course,  said;  “We  live  in  a 
society  that  is  considerably 
more  violent  than,  say,  10 
years  ago.  Violence  in  Britain 
is  on  the  increase  and  we 
ought  to  be  trying  to  under¬ 
stand  why.” 


-  -■ 
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College  run  on  Christian  line 


Sir  Bryan  Nicholson,  chairman  at  the  Post 

teandectric  wheeLhah^a’  giftfarber’ grand-, 
father  from  Santa  Claus.  Trudy’s  was  me  of 
half  a  mflfioo  requests  sent  through  the  Post 
Office  to  “Rrindeeriaad”  this  year.  But  it 
touched  the  hearts  of  Royal  Mail  workers  and 
they  did  the  rest.  “We  thought  it  was  just  the 
sort  of  thing  that  is  a  symbol  and  epitomizes 


what  Christmas  is  aO  about”  Sir  Bryan  said. 
The  chair  will  be  handed  over  to  Mr  Rule  in  the 
new  year  once  it  has  been  modified  for  his 
special  requirements.  This  year  the  Royal 
Mail  has  faced  the  biggest  Christmas  chall¬ 
enge  in  350  years.  Sir  Bryan  said,  and  h  had 
met  it  successfully.  About  16  bfflioo  letters 
and  cards  have  beat  posted,  beating  last  year's 
record  of  IA  bflfioo. 


By  Douglas  Broom,  Education  Reporter 


The  first  City  Technology 
College  to  be  run  on  Christian 
lines  will  open  in  Gateshead, 
Tyne  and  Wear  in  September 
1 990,  it  was  announced  yester¬ 
day. 

The  900-pupil  college  win 
be  on  the  site  of  the  St  John 
Fisher  School,  Lobfcy  HilL  a 
Roman  Catholic  comprehen¬ 
sive  which  closed  earlier  this 
year. 

A  group  of  Christian 
businessmen  on  Tyneside,  led 
by  Mr  Peter  Vardy,  chairman 
of  Reg  Vaxdy  Motor  Group 
and  Mr  Albert  Dicken,  chair¬ 
man  of  Dickens  Ltd,  a  home- 


improvement  chain,  have 
raised  £1.5  million  towards 
the  capital  costs. 

Among  other  companies 
taking  part  are  John  Laing,  the 
construction  group,  and  AigyU 
Group,  owners  of  die  Presto 
and  Safeway,  supermarket 
chains.  The  Government  will 
provide  the  balance  of  the 
necessary  £6  million. 

As  well  as  providing  tech¬ 
nology-based  education  to  pu¬ 
pils  aged  between  11  and  18, 
the  college  will  place  a  strong 
emphasis  on  Christian  values, 
morals  and  ethics. 

Collective  worship  will  {day 


a  centra!  role  in  the  school 
day.  The  sponsors  said  yes- 
today:  “Respect  for  tradi¬ 
tional  family  life  will  play  a 
significant  part  in  the  school 
curriculum”. 

Children  of  all  faiths  will  be 
eligible  to  attend. 

Mr  Kenneth  Baker,  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  for  Education 
and  Science,  said:  “The  school 
will  serve  as  a  beacon  of 
excellence  for  the  area.” 

Mr  Vardy  said  last  night : 
“We  are-  protecting  our  own 
futures  by  ensuring  that  child¬ 
ren  emerge  from  school  with  a 
good  education.” 


Pupils  will  get  6a  free’  GCSE 

By  Oar  Education  Reporter 


Thirty  thousand  fifth-form 
pupils  will  qualify  for  GCSE 
science  next  summer  without 
having  to  sit  an  examination 
or  cany  out  any  formally 
assessed  course  work. 

The  School  Examinations 
and  Assessment  Council  has 
approved  a  new  method  of 
examining  known  as  graded 
assessment  pioneered  by  the 
largest  of  the  GCSE  examina¬ 
tion  boards. 

The  30,000  pupils  who  will 
be  awarded  certificates  by  the 
London  East  Anglian  Group 


began  studying  for  their 
GCSEs  at  the  age  of  1 1. 

Graded  assessment  works 
on  the  principle  of  a  ladder, 
with  15  “levels  of  achieve¬ 
ment”  through  which  pupils 
progress  from  the  ages  of  1 1  to 
16.  The  top  five  levels  equate 
to  GCSE  grades. 

Instead  of  examinations 
and  formal  course  work  teach¬ 
ers  are  left  to  devise  their  own 
methods  of  assessing  the 
performance  of  their  pupils 
under  the  supervision  of 


examiners  who  make  monthly 
calls. 

The  founders  of  the  system, 
which  has  been  developed 
over  10  years,  say  it  allows 
pupils  to  progress  at  their  own 
pace  with  the  brightest  able  to 
gain  the  equivalent  of  an  O 
levelattheageofl4. 

The  first  pupils  to  qualify 
will  be  drawn  from  more  than 
40,000  who  have  been  taking 
part  in  a  pilot  programme  in 
25  local  authority  areas 
throughout  England. 


Waite  family  hails  public’s  support  after  Beirut  kidnap 
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Demand  drops 
for  home  loans 

New  mortgage  commitments  by  the  building  societies  fell 
last  month  to  its  lowest  level  since  January,  the  Building 
Societies  Association  said  yesterday.  Its  figures  show  that 
high  interest  rates  are  working  through  the  housing  market 
to  cool  the  economy. 

Home  loan  rates  rose  in  August  and  October,  and  are 
expected  to  go  up  again  in  the  new  year  after  a  further 
increase  in  base  rates  late  last  month  in  the  wake  of  tire 
record  balance  of  payments  deficit. 

Net  new  mortgage  commitments  last  month  were  worth 
£3,445  mQlion,  down  from  £3,588  million  in  October.  In 
January,  a  traditionally  quiet  month,  the  figure  was  £2J377 
million.  Mr  Mark  Boleat,  ihe  association’s  director  general, 
said  commitments  last  month  had  continued  the  downward 
trend  established  in  the  summer  when  interest  rates  fry*" 
rising  and  double  tax  relief  for  joint  borrowers  ended. 

YTS  places  ‘adequate’ 

Sufficient  places  in  the  Youth  Training  Scheme  are 
available  in  all  parts  of  the  country  for  young  people  who 
want  them,  Mrs  Thatcher  told  Mr  Kinnodc  yesterday.  In 
reply  to  a  letter  from  the  Labour  leader  about  homeless 
teenagers,  rite  said  there  were  129,000  unfilled  places  at  the 
end  of  last  month  and  it  was  not  correct  to  say  that  20,000 
could  not  find  a  place  when  they  had  exhausted  then- 
bridging  allowance.  “1  understand  that  many  of  them  had 
made  no  effort  at  all  to  find  a  place  during  the  eight  weeks 
they  had  been  paid  to  do  so,”  she  said. 

Union  merger  plan 

Nearly  150,000  Civil  Servants  are  to  get  details  of  a 
proposed  merger  between  their  union  and  the  giant  GMB. 
Mr  John  Ellis,  general  secretary  of  the  Civil  and  Public 
Services  Association,  said  he  was  determined  that  his  mem¬ 
bers  should  have  the  chance  to  amalgamate  with  the  GMB 
instead  of  only  with  the  National  Union  of  Civil  and  Public 
Servants.  If  delegates  at  the  association's  annual  conference 
turn  down  the  proposals  for  a  merger  with  the  NUCPS.  as 
twice  before,  the  way  will  be  open  to  amalgamate  with  the 
GMB  to  create  a  union  with  a  million  members. 

Ryan  letter  action 

The  Foreign  Office  has  begun  disciplinary  proceedings 
against  an  official  suspended  after  writing  a  letter  to  The 
Guardian  accusing  Mrs  Margaret  Thatcher  of  “self-right¬ 
eous  invective”  over  the  Father  Patrick  Ryan  affair.  Mr 
Patrick  HaseJdine,  a  second  secretary,  has  received  a  copy  of 
a  formal  complaint  alleging  he  contravened  the  Diplomatic  1 
Service  Regulations.  It  marks  the  start  of  a  procedure  which 
could  end  in  dismissal  He  has  been  at  home  on  full  pay 
since  publication  of  the  letter,  which  accused  the  Prime 
Minister  of  having  double  standards  on  extradition. 

Falklanders  reassured 

Mrs  Margaret  Thatcher  told  the  Falkland  islanders  last 
night  that  the  Government  would  never  accept  the 
arguments  of  those  who  refused  to  recognize  their  right  to 
deride  their  own  future.  She  said  in  her  Christmas  broadcast 
to  the  islands  that  Britain  was  determined  to  uphold  that 
right.  Sovereignty  was  not  for  negotiation.  “This  year’s 
debate  at  the  United  Nations  saw  a  further  reduction  in 
support  for  Argentina,  a  clear  sign  the  international 
community  is  losing  interest  in  this  pointless  vote.” 

Dorchester  spruce-up 

The  Dorchester  in  London  closed  its  doors  yesterday  for  a 
£72  million  lefuibishinent  which  management  said  will 
enable  it  to  retain  its  position  as  one  of  the  world’s  luxury 
hotels.  The  Sultan  of  Brunei  bought  the  hotel  in  1985  for  an 
undisclosed  sum  after  it  had  changed  hands  several  times  in 
the  preceding  decade. 

Father  invents  alarm 
to  avert  cot  deaths 


The  family  of  Mr  Terry  Waite,  who 
is  spending  his  second  Christinas  as 
a  hostage  in  Beirut,  said  yesterday 
that  the  support  they  had  received 
from  the  public  made  them  realize 
“we  do  not  face  the  situation  alone”. 

Mr  Waite,  special  envoy  for  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  vanished 
in  Beirut  on  January  20, 1987,  while 
on  a  mission  to  seek  the  release  of 
hostages. 

Since  then  there  has  been  no  word 


from  him  or  his  captors.  His 
brother,  Mr  David  Waite,  said  in  a 
statement  on  behalf  of  the  family 
yesterday:  “During  this  year  a  day 
has  not  gone  by  without  the  Waite 
family  remembering  Terry  in  the 
circumstances  that  he  finds  himself 
and,  as  Christmastime  approaches, 
our  thoughts  and  prayers  are 
particularly  with  him  and  all  those 
be  went  to  the  Lebanon  to  help. 

“We  are  grateful  for  the  continued 


efforts  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canter¬ 
bury  and  his  staff  to  bring  about  an 
end  to  this  situation  and  for  then- 
help  and  support  during  this  year. 

“We  have  also  been  heartened  by 
the  Government's  moves  to  seek 
ways  of  improving  relations  be¬ 
tween  Britain  and  Iran. 

“Many  letters  of  support  and  en¬ 
couragement  have  been  received 
from  members  of  the  public  making 
us  realize  that  we  do  not  face  the 


situation  alone.  At  this  time  of  peace 
and  goodwill,  we  would  encourage 
people  of  every  creed  and  culture  to 
use  their  energy  and  influence  to 
bring  about  the  return  of  all 
hostages.” 

Mr  Waite's  mother,  Mrs  Lena 
Waite,  has  sent  a  card  of  thanks  to 
Mr  Malcolm  Hip  well  the  retired 
postman  from  Modbury,  Devon, 
who  has  encouraged  100,000  people 
in  the  West  Country  alone  to  send 


Christmas  cards  to  her  son  in  Beirut 
It  is  the  second  Christmas  that  Mr 
HipweU  has  urged  anyone  with  a 
spare  card  to  said  it  to  Mr  Waite, 
using  the  address  “c/o  The  Kidnap¬ 
pers,  Beirut,  Lebanon” 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
speaking  on  BBC  Radio  4’s  World  at 
One  yesterday,  said:  “Sometimes 
people  have  asked  me  what  1  want 
for  Christinas  and  I  have  to  answer, 
‘I  would  like  Terry  Waite  back*.” 


A  father  who  lost  a  baby  son 
through  cot  death  has  inven¬ 
ted  an  alarm  system  to  save 
other  young  lives. 

Mr  Clive  Morris,  aged  37, 
has  set  up  a  company  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  monitoring  device  to 
detect  sudden  changes  in 
temperature. 

His  own  family  tragedy, 
when  his  son  Steven  dial  19 
years  ago,  prompted  him  to 
study  research  into  the  syn¬ 
drome  thought  to  kill  up  to 
2,000  babies  a  year  in  Britain. 

Mr  Morris,  of  Port  Talbot, 


West  Glamorgan,  said:  “Un¬ 
like  some  other  monitors  on 
the  market,  which  rely  on 
movement  or  breathing,  this 
alarm  is  activated  by  tem¬ 
perature  which  the  medical 
profession  believes  more  and 
more  is  the  key  factor  in  cot 
death”. 

His  Teletab  90,  or  Tem¬ 
perature  Alarm  for  Babies, 
will  sell  for  about  £90.  A 
sensor  pad  picks  up  any 
significant  rise  or  fall  in 
temperature,  triggering  off 
bleeps. 
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Councils  aid  Armenia 
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Local  authorities  are  sending 
engineers  and  construction 
and  public  health  workers  to 
help  with  rebuilding  after  the 
Armenian  earthquake. 

The  Association  of  Metro¬ 
politan  Authorities,  organiz¬ 
ing  the  drive,  has  already  had 
£20,000  from  Hammersmith 
and  Fulham  in  west  Loudon. 

Sir  Jack  Leyden,  chairman 


of  the  association,  said: 
“Employees  from  the  London 
Fire  and  Civil  Defence  Au¬ 
thority  have  already  been 
involved  in  the  rescue  opera¬ 
tion,  but  the  need  from  now  on 
will  be  for  health  and  construc¬ 
tion  workers,  public  health 
inspectors  and  engineers  to 
help  the  Russians  rebuild.” 

Evacuation,  page  6 


A  Bittion  and  a  ftaff 
Christmas  Greetings  to  you  alt. 


■airmilesM 

SBi 

■collectors! 


Starts  Tuesday 
27th  December 


The  response  to  the  Air  Miles  scheme  has  been 
overwhelming.  As  a  result  you  may  be 
experiencing  some  delay  in  receiving  your  Air 
Miles  registration  pack,  including  the  28  page 
brochure,  collectors  wailet  and  5%  bonus 
voucher.  These  should  be  with  you  in  the  next 
14  days. 


NOTICE 


If  you  want  to  join  the  Air  Miles  scheme  but  have 
not  yet  registered,  we  have  some  good  news  for 
you.  We  have  extended  our  initial  5%  bonus 
voucher  offer  to  the  3 1  st  January  1989. 


BOARD 


Telephone  (0293)  515633  or 5 15700  for  further^ | 
details  and  keep  collecting  your 
Air  Miles  vouchers.  Then  some 
time  in  the  New  Yearyou  could  be 
boarding  a  plane  to  your  dream 
holiday  destination. 


I 


We  have  delivered  1,500,000,000  greetings  and  gifts  to  twenty  three 
million  homes  this  Christmas.  Now  we  are  adding  our  own  greeting  to  wish 
everyone  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year. 

We  like  to  think  that  Christmas  couldn’t  be  Christmas  without  the 
Post  Office.  We  handle  mm  letters  and parcels  in  a  single  day  at  Christmas 
than  all  other  commercial  carriers  combined  handle  in  a  whole  year. 


In  Business  to  serve  you  this  Christmas. 


6  OVERSEAS  NEWS 


Libya’s  chemical  weapons  factory 

US  embarrassed  by 
Reagan  revelation 
on  military  strike 
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I  Joy  over  bribe  case  acquittals 


From  Michael  Binyon,  Washington 


The  United  Stales  appears 
somewhat  embarrassed  by  the 
publicity  given  to  President 
Reagan's  speculations  on  a 
pre-emptive  strike  against  a 
Libyan  chemical  weapons 
facility,  and  spokesmen  have 
emphasized  that  US  officials 
are  still  consulting  allies. 

President-elect  George 
Bush,  showered  with  ques¬ 
tions  about  Mr  Reagan's  re¬ 
mark  in  a  pre-recorded  ABC 
television  interview  that  he 
was  discussing  the  possibility 
of  destroying  the  factory,  said 
the  US  would  seek  the  help  of 
European  allies  to  **01111 
around  the  Libyan  regime”. 
Only  if  that  failed  would  he 
consider  other  options. 

He  said  the  US  planned  to 
discuss  the  Libyan  project  “in 
considerable  detail”  at  an 
international  conference  on 
chemical  weapons  in  Paris 
from  January  7  to  II.  The 
100-nation  conference  was 
proposed  by  President  Reagan 
m  a  speech  to  the  United 
Nations  in  September.  The 
US  will  be  represented  by  Mr 
George  Shultz,  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

Mr  Bush  said  the  US  should 
not  give  up  trying  to  change 
the  policy  of  the  Libyan 
regime.  But  it  was  “inappro¬ 
priate”  to  go  into  details  of 
other  possible  actions. 

Mr  Bush  has  a  strong  per¬ 
sonal  commitment  to  the 
abolition  of  chemical  weap¬ 
ons,  for  which  he  is  seeking  an 
early  treaty  with  Moscow. 

President  Reagan  raised  the 
issue  of  the  factory  with 


President  Gorbachov  at  their 
recent  meeting  in  New  York, 
but  the  Soviet  leader  said  he 
bad  DO  information  about  it 

While  citing  the  Admin¬ 
istration’s  “extreme  concern” 
about  the  factory,  35  miles 
sonth-west  of  Tripoli,  Mr 
Marlin  Fitzwater,  the  White 
House  spokesman,  said:  “1 
would  not  say  it’s  our  inten¬ 
tion  to  attack  it.” 

An  Administration  official 
had  earlier  said  that  while  the 
US  was  not  ruling  out  a 
military  option,  “the  thrust  is 
the  international  conference”. 
Mr  William  Webster,  the 
director  of  the  CIA,  said  the 


Libya  denies  that  the  Rabta 
plant,  35  miles  south-west  of 
Tripoli,  is  used  for  chemical 
weapons,  and  says  it  makes 
only  pharmaceuticals  there 
(Oar  Foreign  Staff  writes). 
The  official  news  agency  says 
doctorsand  nurses  are  to  take 
part  in  a  sit-in  at  die  plant. 

chemical-metallurgical  com¬ 
plex  was  the  largest  known 
chemical  weapons  facility  in 
the  Third  World. 

Intelligence  and  Congress 
sources  have  said  the  US  has 
precise  aerial  photographs  of 
the  factory.  It  is  heavily 
defended  by  Soviet-made  sur¬ 
face-to-air  missiles,  and  des¬ 
troying  h  will  not  be  easy. 

•  LONDON:  The  Govern¬ 
ment  has  been  consulting 
America  about  the  chemical 
weapons  factory,  but  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan's  revelation  that 


military  fiction  to  destroy  it 
was  being  considered  has  also 
caused  surprise  and  embarras¬ 
sment  in  Whitehall  (Andrew 
McEwen  writes). 

Such  an  attack  might  in¬ 
volve  the  use  of  the  American 
bombers  based  in  Britain 
which  carried  out  the  bombing 
raid  on  Tripoli  in  1986. 

The  Foreign  Office  refused 
to  ranfirm  qj-  deny  that  mili¬ 
tary  action  had  been  discussed 
by  the  Allies.  “We  are  consid¬ 
ering  what  to  do  about  it  (the 
factory),”  a  spokesman  said, 
adding  that  no  form  of  action 
had  been  ruled  out,  but  that 
this  should  not  be  taken  as 

ranfirmatinn  ffrpt  a  military 

Option  was  on  the  cards. 

Whitehall  sources  suggested 
there  was  some  doubt  that  the 
factory  was  actually  producing 
chemical  weapons.  Tripoli  has 
said  it  produces  medicines, 
and  it  could  be  doing  both, 
since  certain  substances  can  be 
used  as  chemical  bases  for 
either  weapons  or  medicines. 
But  the  feet  that  the  factory  is 
apparently  heavily  protected 
strengthens  suspicions  about 
its  purpose. 

Observers  believe  Britain 
would  be  reluctant  to  sanction- 
the  use  of  the  US  bases  for  a 
strike  and  would  greatly  prefer 
a  diplomatic  approach. 

The  Foreign  Office  yes¬ 
terday  emphasized  the  im¬ 
portance  it  attaches  to  next 
month's  Paris  conference, 
which  it  hopes  will  strengthen 
the  determination  of  other 
countries  to  halt  the  spread  of 
chemical  weapons. 


Many  ‘homeless  by  choice9 

From  Our  Own  Correspondent,  Washington 


Miss  Beth  Myerson,  left,  and 
her  friend  Sandy  Stern,  ju¬ 
bilant  in  the  bock  of  a  taxi 
yesterday  after  a  New  York 
jury  had  acquitted  Miss 
Myerson  on  all  charges  that 
she  bribed  an  elderly  woman 
judge  to  intervene  in  the 
divorce  of  her  younger  lower. 

The  verdicts,  after  the  jury 
deliberated  for  three  days, 
cracked  the  regal  composure 
of  Miss  Myerson,  aged  64, 
who  was  a  television  person¬ 
ality  in  the  1960s  and  held  the 
post  of  Cultural  Affairs 
Commissioner  under  Mayor 
Edward  Koch  (Charles 
Bremner  writes). 

“Justice  has  been  done,” 
she  sobbed  as  she  was  com¬ 
forted  by  Mr  Andy  Capasso, 
the  sewerage  contractor  20 
years  her  junior  whose  divorce 
was  at  the  centre  of  the  trial. 
Miss  Myereon’s  co-defen¬ 
dants,  Judge  Hortense  Gabel 
and  Mr  Capasso,  were  also 


acquitted  on  aD  charges.  Bat, 
as  newspapers  pointed  out 
yesterday,  the  1945  Miss 
America  faces  a  hrag  fight  to 
restore  her  reputation. 

For  weeks.  New  York’s 
television,  its  tabloid  press  and 
its  magazines  have  savoured 
the  lurid  details  of  Miss 
Myerson’s  character  and  com¬ 
plicated  personal  fife,  includ¬ 
ing  the  fact  that  a  police 
investigation  revealed  that  she 
wrote  obscene  letters  to  rivals 
for  the  affections  of  previous 
lovers. 

Former  friends  described 
her  as  vindictive  and  mean- 
spirited.  She  was  also  con¬ 
victed  of  shoplifting  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  while  awaiting  the 
corruption  triaL 

The  collapse  of  the  federal 
corruption  case  in  the  “Bess 
Mess”  has  dented  the  prestige 
of  Mr  Rudolph  Giuliani,  the 
crusading  New  York  pros¬ 
ecutor  who  has  bnQt  his 


reputation  as  a  white-collar 
“crime-buster”,  bringing  to 
book  insider  dealers,  corrupt 
politicians  and  Mafia  bosses. 

Newspapers  speculated  yes¬ 
terday  whether  Mr  Gfotianx 
would  now  go  ahead  with  a 
widely-expected  nm  to  become 
the  Republican  candidate  for 
Mayor  of  New  York  in  next 
year’s  election.  Apart  from 
being  a  political  fiasco,  the 
trial  cost  nuffions. 

Miss  Myerson  had  been 
accused  of  giving  a  low-paying 
job  to  the  emotionally  dis¬ 
turbed  daughter  of  Judge 
Hortense  Gabel,  aged  75,  m 
return  for  a  reduction  in  Mr 
Capasso’s  alimony  payments 
to  his  former  wife. 

Mr  Capasso  is  serving  a 
three-year  jaQ  sentence  for  tax 
fraud.  Mayor  Koch,  who  had 
been  called  to  give  evidence 
against  his  former  close  col¬ 
league,  said  yesterday  he  was 
“glad  for  Miss  Myerson  as  a 


personal  friend”.  Mr  hoch, 
whose  administration  has 
been  tainted  by  a  string  of 
corruption  scandals,  partly 
owed  his  election  in  1978  to 
the  presence  of  the  popular 
Miss  Myerson  at  his  ride 
throughout  the  campaign.  He 
had  previously  been  dogged  by 
rumours  of  homosexuality. 

Jurors  said  yesterday  they 
had  rejected  the  evidence  of 
the  star  prosecution  witness. 
Miss  Sukhreet  Gabel,  the 
judge’s  daughter,  aged  38, 
because  they  found  her 
unbalanced. 

Miss  Gabel's  vivid  tes¬ 
timony,  some  of  it  obtained  by 
taping  family  conversations 
with  a  hidden  recorder,  pro- 
petted  her  to  instant  celebrity 
on  New  York  television  talk 
shows.  She  is  thinking  of 
writing  a  book. 

One  juror  said  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  had  presented  only  “melo¬ 
drama  and  a  hint  of  sleaze”. 


French 
curb  on 
police 

drinking 

From  Philip  Jacobson 

Paris 

In  the  wake  of  the  recent 
conviction  of  a  Paris  politt 
inspector  who  shot  and  killed 
an  unarmed  youth  after  hav. 
ing  consumed  a  large  quantity 
of  alcohol  while  on  duty,  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior  is  to 
damp  down  on  the  apparently 
long-cstaMishcd  tradition  of 
boozy  sessions  inside  tom 

commissariats. 

France’s  boys  in  Wue  wiH 
still  be  able  to  enjoy  wine,  beer 
and  cider  with  their  meals  -> 
but  (he  hard  stuff,  it  seem  is 
out  Hopefully  that  means 
there  will  be  no  repeat  of  the 
events  that  led  to  Inspector 
Patrick  Savrev  being  given  a 
seven-year  iatl  sentence  list 
month  for  voluntary 
homicide. 

Bv  the  time  he  drew  bis 
Smith  &  Wesson  38  special 
and  shot  an  IS-year-oki  youth 
of  Algerian  origin  at  dose 
range.  Savrey  had  pul  away 
enough  red  wine  and  Ricardto 
raise  his  blood/alcohol  count 
to  1.85  grammes,  for  above  the 
legal  driving  limit  in  France. 

But  Savrey  had  left  the 
Madeleine  commissariat  be¬ 
hind  the  wheel  of  an  official 
car  with  a  colleague  in  the 
passenger  seat 
Not  long  afterwards.  Savrey 
was  taking  a  whisky  al  the 
Tout  Va  Bien  bar  in  a  Paris 
suburb  when  a  brawl  started. 
Witnesses  say  he  turned, 
shouted  “police”  and  immed¬ 
iately  fired  a  single  shot  imo 
the  chest  of  Abdel  Benyahia. 

At  Savrcy’s  trial,  prosecu¬ 
tion  experts  claimed  that  he 
would  have  needed  to  con¬ 
sume  at  least  20  large  glasses 
of  Ricard  in  the  space  of  an 
hour  to  reach  his  akohclf- 
blood  level.  The  court  also 
heard  that  he  had  sub¬ 
sequently  been  classified  of¬ 
ficially  as  an  alcoholic. 


President  Reagan,  on  the  eve 
of  bis  departure  for  his  lush 
home  in  Bd  Air,  Los  Angeles, 
said  that  many  homeless 
people  slept  on  grates  or  on 
the  grass  from  their  own 
choice,  instead  of  going  to 
shelters. 

He  also  claimed  in  a  tele¬ 
vision  interview  that  a  large 
percentage  of  the  country’s 
homeless  -  estimated  to  num¬ 
ber  up  to  three  million  -  were 
“retarded"  people  who  had 
voluntarily  left  institutions  in 
which  they  had  been  placed. 

“There  are  shelters  in  virtu¬ 
ally  every  city  and  shelters 
here,  and  those  people  still 
prefer  out  there,  on  the  grates 
or  the  lawn,  to  going  imo  one 
of  those  shelters,”  he  said  in  a 
one-hour  valedictory  inter¬ 
view  with  ABC  Television. 

The  President  blamed  the 
increase  in  homelessness  on 
the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  for  successfully  pro¬ 
moting  changes  in  the  law  thal 
allowed  the  “mentally  im¬ 
paired"  to  be  kept  in  institu¬ 


tions  only  if  they  represented  a 
threat,  a  danger  to  others  or  to 
themselves.  As  a  result,  many 
had  left  these  institutions. 

“They  wanted  freedom,  but 
they  walked  out  to  where  there 
was  nothing  for  them,”  he 
said.  Asked  about  the  people 
sleeping  in  a  park  200  yards 
from  the  Oval  Office  where 
the  interview  was  taped,  Mr 
Reagan  said  there  would  al¬ 
ways  be  people  who  “make  it 
their  own  choice  for  staying 
out  there” 

Mi  Mitch  Snyder,  a  nation¬ 
ally  known  advocate  for  the 
homeless,  said  thal  during  a 
recent  bitter  cold  spell  in 
Washington,  people  had  to  be 
turned  away  from  shelters 
already  filled  beyond  capacity. 

Prerident-eleo.  George  Burii 
spoke  last  week  of  the  need  to 
end  the  “national  shame”  of 
homelessness. 

The  figures  are  bitterly  dis¬ 
puted,  with  some  groups  giv¬ 
ing  a  total  of  three  million, 
while  a  study  last  month  by 
the  Urban  Institute  concluded 


that  there  were  around 
600,000.  Mr  Reagan  agreed 
that  not  everyone  had  been 
helped  by  the  improvement  in 
the  economy.  But  he  claimed 
there  were  plenty  of  vacancies, 
saying  that  on  any  Sunday  The 
Washington  Post  carried  from 
60  to  75  pages  of  job 
advertisements. 

In  the  interview  Mr  Reagan 
was  asked  whether  the  oppo¬ 
sition  in  the  Soviet  Union  was 
strong  enough  to  oust  Presi¬ 
dent  Gorbachov  He  said  that, 
until  now,  the  Government 
had  been  dominated  by  the 
Communist  Party,  represent¬ 
ing  only  a  tiny  elite.  So  it  was 
possible,  as  in  the  past,  for 
leaders  suddenly  to  be  ousted. 
Though  he  did  not  see  any 
indication  or  threat  of  that  yet, 
it  had  to  be  considered  when 
looking  at  Soviet  history. 

Mr  Reagan  also  called  Presi¬ 
dent  Ortega  of  Nicaragua  a 
“shameless  dictator”,  adding 
that  he  “doesn’t  stand  in  the 
same  box  with  Gorbachov  as 
for  as  I  am  concerned”. 


Armenia  quake  evacuation  nears  its  end 


From  Mary  Dejevsky 
Moscow 

More  than  20,000  people,  about  half 
of  them  children,  have  still  to  be 
evacuated  from  north-eastern  Arme¬ 
nia  after  the  earthquake  which  struck 
the  area  on  December  7. 

Mr  Stepan  Shafoyev,  leader  of  the 
official  Soviet  trade  union  organiza¬ 
tion,  who  is  supervising  the  evacua¬ 
tion,  hoped  it  would  be  completed  by 
the  weekend. 

The  Politburo  commission  oversee¬ 
ing  the  relief  operation  reported  on 
Thursday  evening  thal  more  than 
92,000  people  had  already  been 
evacuated  -  20,000  more  than  the 
initial  estimate.  Fifty  thousand  have 
been  given  temporary  accommoda¬ 
tion  in  rest  homes  and  youth  camps  in 
Georgia,  the  Crimea  and  the  south  of 
Armenia. 

The  commission  said  most  of  the 
evacuees  were  children  with  their 
teachers,  and  elderly  people.  But  the 
operation  has  met  problems.  One 


Sources  in  Moscow  yesterday  gave 
credence  to  speculation  that  President 
Gorbachov  will  visit  Britain  in  the 
second  half  of  January  (Andrew 
McEwen  writes).  No  decision  has  been 
made,  although  Britain  said  he  is 
welcome  whenever  he  wishes  to  come. 


report  spoke  of  survivors  lying  down 
in  the  path  of  bulldozers  to  prevent 
the  nibble  being  cleared  until  it  had 
been  thoroughly  searched  for  missing 
relatives. 

Rumours  that  earthquake  orphans 
would  be  moved  to  Russia  and 
adopted  by  Russian  families,  or  that  a 
large  pan  of  the  Armenian  population 
would  never  be  allowed  to  return, 
were  dismissed  by  the  authorities  as 
scaremongering,  and  were  said  to 
have  originated  *  from  Armenian 
nationalist  groups. 

When  the  evacuation  is  completed, 
one  of  the  most  serious  difficulties 
will  be  the  reunification  of  families 


separated  by  the  disaster.  Immediate¬ 
ly  after  the  earthquake,  the  only  way 
survivors  had  of  finding  relatives  was 
to  post  messages  on  tree  stumps  and 
fences  near  their  former  homes.  Now, 
the  Communist  youth  newspaper  in 
Yerevan  is  distributing  a  special  daily 
supplement  containing  details  of 
survivors  who  want  to  trace  relatives. 

But  there  were  'many  small  babies 
who  would  be  unable  to  say  who  they 
were,  and  reuniting  surviving  parents 
and  children  would  take  a  long  time, 
one  newspaper  said. 

A  special  centre  has  been  set  up, 
based  at  the  Yerevan  Conservatoire, 
to  co-ordinate  all  information  about 
survivors.  Parents  of  lost  children  can 
go  and  register  detailed  descriptions— 
including  colour  of  hair  and  identify¬ 
ing  marks  like  scars  and  birthmarks.  It 
has  the  names  of  about  25,000 
children. 

Many  daily  papers  are  publicizing 
individual  cases  of  children  who  have 
lost  their  parents  —  “Help  me  find  my 
mummy,”  the  central  youth  news¬ 


paper  headed  one  such  article  yes¬ 
terday,  and  told  the  story  of  a  snail 
boy  who  lost  his  parents  in  the 
earthquake,  but  whose  uncle  had  been 
traced  after  some  elaborate  detective 
work  by  one  of  the  centre's  staff. 

The  Yerevan  centre  has  also  been 
registering  the  names-of  people  who 
wanted  to  adopt  Armenian  orphans. 
But  they  had  already  had  more  than 
8,000  requests,  and  had  had  to  dose 
the  lists.  They  would  only  give 
children  lor  adoption,  a  spokesman 
said,  if  their  parents  had  been 
established  dead. 

•  GENEVA:  Senior  International 
Red  Cross  officials  reported  yesterday 
that  relief  workers  have  the  situation 
in  Armenia  widely  under  control  after 
two  weeks  of  what  they  say  were 
poorly  co-ordinated  efforts  (AP  re¬ 
ports).  Mr  George  Reid,  acting  chief 
delegate  of  the  League  of  Red  Cross 
Societies’  Armenian  delegation,  said 
from  Yerevan  that  rehabilitation 
efforts  were  now  under  way  in  “a  race 
against  winter”. 


WORLD  ROUNDUP 


Sri  Lanka  to  end 
emergency  state 

Colombo  —  More  than  2,000  people  held  under  Sri  Lanka’s 
six-year  state  of  emergency  will  be  freed  on  January  15,  the 
Government  announced  yesterday.  The  Miniker  for 
National  Security,  Mr  Lalith  Athulathm udalai.  who  also 
said  that  the  six-hour  nationwide  curfew  would  be  lifted  for 
three  days  over  Christmas,  adding  thal  the  Government  did 
not  plan  to  extend  the  emergency  when  it  lapses  in  mid- 
January  (Vijitha  Yapa  writes). 

But  despite  the  minister’s  claim  that  last  Monday's 
presidential  election  had  halted  the  spiral  of  political  killings 
mostly  attributed  to  the  Sinhalese  People's  Liberation  Front, 
six  more  murders  were  reported  yesterday. 

Three  supporters  of  the  ruling  united  National  Party  were 
killed  at  Narammala.  and  three  workers  of  Indian  origin 
were  killed  at  HaputaL  in  the  central  hills.  Security  sources 
blamed  the  Liberation  Front. 

UN  winner  killed 

Rio  de  Janeiro  -  The  president  of  a  Brazilian  rubber  tappers’ 
union,  renowned  for  his  efforts  to  protect  the  Amazon 
forest,  was  shot  dead  at  point-blank  range  by  a  man  with  a 
shotgun  as  he  stepped  from  the  door  of  his  home  in  Xapuri, 
a  village  of  rubber  tappers  in  the  north-west  Amazonian 
state  of  Acre  (Mac  Margolis  writes). 

Senhor  Franciso  Mendes  Filho,  aged  44,  who  won  a  UN 
ecology  prize  on  World  Environment  Day  last  year  for  his 
work  protesting  at  the  destruction  of  the  Amazon  area,  had 
often  said  he  was  at  the  top  of  a  ranchers’  murder  list. 

Moscow  woos  king 

Rome  —  A  senior  Soviet  '"iKMHjV 

envoy  flew  here  yesterday  in 

an  attempt  to  secure  the  '•  •  ^Rj 

exiled  King  of  Afghanistan’s  .  wj 

blessing  for  a  transitional  80?  ?  .,»/  '-i'  JB 

government  after  Moscow  ctP5”-"  \ 
withdraws  its  troops  in  Feb-  J  ^  -fl 

ruary  (Roger  Boyes  writes).  ££ '  |E£fS, 

Mr  Yuli  Vorontsov,  the  ^ 

Soviet  Ambassador  10  Kabul  .  *  gic-fc 

and  a  Deputy  Foreign  Min-  * ■■ •  V|£. 
ister.  will  meet  King  Zahii  j 
Shah,  right  today  in  Mos-  % 
cow’s  fist  direct  contact 

with  the  monarch,  who  has  ■ 

been  in  exile  since  1973. 

Blast  in  aircraft  hold 

Madrid  —  An  explosion  in  the  hold  of  an  airliner  shortly 
after  more  than  1 10  passengers  and  crew  disembarked  here 
yesterday  was  attributed  by  police  to  a  “souvenir”  artillery 
shell  in  a  Spanish  soldier’s  duffel  bag  on  board  Aviaco 
Airlines’  Flight  185  from  Palma  de  'Mallorca  (Harry 
Debelius  writes).  A  baggage  handler  was  hurt.  A  second  shell 
was  discovered  in  the  bag  of  another  soldier  soon  after  the 
explosion. 


Attack  on  free  space  trips  Soviet  atomic  power  halt 


From  Onr  Own  Correspondent,  Moscow 


From  Our  Own  Correspondent,  Moscow 


An  article  in  an  official  Soviet 
newspaper  has  attacked  the 
practice  of  giving  free  trips 
into  space  to  citizens  of 
friendly  nations  and  called  for 
the  programme  to  be  put  on  a 
commercial  basis. 

It  said  thal  the  Soviet  Union 
had  precious  few  things  that 
were  competitive  on  the  world 
market,  and  its  present  dis¬ 
plays  of  generosity  were  a 
mark  of  un professionalism 
and  poor  husbandry. 

The  article;  in  the  Com¬ 
munist  youth  newspaper, 
Komso  mokkaya  Pravda .  had 
particularly  harsh  words  for 
the  joint  Soviet-Afghan  mis¬ 
sion,  which  it  described  as  a 
shambles  from  the  first  “press 
conference”  in  space,  during 
which  there  had  been  virtually 
no  translation  into  Russian,  to 
the  dramatic  landing  —  at  the 
third  attempt  The  author, 
Sergei  Leskov,  said  that  there 


was  an  argument  for  deciding 
that  the  less  useful  a  foreign 
cosmonaut  would  be  in  space, 
the  more  his  country  should 
have  to  pay  for  the  privilege. 

If;  as  had  been  proposed  for 
a  joint  Soviet-Aiistnan  space 
flight  next  year,  the  guest  was 
going  to  conduct  important 
scientific  experiments,  then 
the  price  could  be  lower.  But  if 
he  was  just  coming  along  for 
the  ride,  the  price  should 
reflect  the  real  cost 

It  was  quite  acceptable  for 
the  Americans  to  take  a  Saudi 
astronaut  into  space,  because 
his  country  could  pay.  But  if  a 
nation  could  not  pay,  then 
perhaps  it  would  do  better  to 
stay  in  the  age  of  the  steam 
engine  where  it  belonged. 

Mr  Leskov,  while  insisting 
that  the  Soviet  Union  should 
not  take  the  US  as  its  model  in 
everything,  had  high  praise  lor 
the  commercial  basis  on 


which  Nasa,  the  American 
space  agency,  had  to  operate 
and  the  feet  it  must  compete 
for  government  funding  on 
the  basis  of  published  eco¬ 
nomic  projections. 

The  space  sector,  like  all 
Soviet  organizations,  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  switching  to  a 
system  of  self-financing  in  the 
new  year  but,  Mr  Leskov  said, 
there  was  little  sign  of  change. 

He  criticized  the  foot  that 
there  were  no  published  fig¬ 
ures  for  the  cost  of  Soviet 
space  ventures  and  objected 
that  space  scientists  tended  to 
regard  resources  as  limitless. 
They  needed  Ho  show  greater 
responsibility. 

Mr  Leskov’s  insistence  that 
people  should  know  bow 
much  money  was  being  spent 
on  a  sector  which  has  brought 
tittle  material  benefit  reflects  a 
growing  national  concern  with 
“value  for  money”. 


The  Soviet  authorities  have 
halted  construction  of  four 
new  nuclear  power  stations 
and  suspended  the  extension 
of  three  others  because  of 
concern  about  safety.  At  the 
same  time,  the  first  inter¬ 
national  inspection  of  a  Soviet 
nuclear  power  station  —  the 
country’s  newest  —  has  re¬ 
vealed  shortcomings  in  the 
standard  of  building  and 
equipment 

The  Minister  of  Atomic 
Power,  Mr  Nikolai  Lukonin, 
said  yesterday  that  work  had 
been  stopped  on  projected 
power  stations  near  the  Byelo¬ 
russian  capital,  Minsk,  and 
near  Krasnodar,  in  the  south 
of  the  Russian  Federation, 
and  Odessa,  on  the  Black  Sea, 
because  the  deagn  did  not 
meet  regulations  introduced 
after  the  Chernobyl  disaster. 

Building  of  a  new  atomic 
power  station  planned  for 


Azerbaijan  will  not  be  com¬ 
pleted  for  the  time  being 
awaiting  seismological  reports 
on  the  area. 

The  second  stage  of  work  on 
atomic  power  stations  in 
neighbouring  Georgia  and 
Armenia  has  been  hailed  for 
the  same  reason,  and  at 
Ignalina,  in  Lithuania,  a 
combination  of  public  pres¬ 
sure  and  seismologies!  consid¬ 
erations  has  brought  the 
suspension  of  work  on  the 
planned  third  and  fourth 
reactors. 

The  First  Secretary  of  the 
Communist  Party  of  Armenia 
had  said  in  October  that  the 
Armenian  power  station 
would  be  dosed  within  two 
years  because  of  public  con¬ 
cern  about  safety. 

The  Soviet  Prime  Minister, 
Mr  Nikolai  Ryzhkov,  re¬ 
peated  the  pledge  after  the 
Armenian  earthquake  on 


December  7.  Yesterday,  Mr 
Lukonin  said  the  plant  had 
been  checked  after  the  earth¬ 
quake  and  had  withstood  the 
tremors  without  damage. 

Mr  Lukonin  was  addressing 
a  press  conference  about  the 
first  inspection  of  a  Soviet 
nuclear  power  station  —  at 
Rovuo  in  the  Ukraine  —  by  a 
team  from  the  International 
Atomic  Energy  Agency. 

The  leader  of  the  team,  Mr 
Maurice  Rosen,  noted  that 
there  were  defects  in  building 
work  and  in  the  equipment 
supplied  to  the  power  station, 
which  staff  at  the  station  then 
had  to  remedy.  He  gave  no 
details  of  the  precise  faults, 
saying  that  this  was  a  matter  to 
be  sorted  out  with  the  supplier 
—  one  of  the  Soviet  machine- 
building  ministries. 

Moscow  agreed  to  IAEA 
inspection  after  the  1986 
Chernobyl  nuclear  accident. 


High-fiving  Bush  fires  laser  shots  at  language 


From  Charles  Breraner 
New  York 

“Hey,  let’s  get  on  with  this  President 
thing.”  Mr  George  Bash  may  not 
have  ottered  those  words,  hot  any 
American  who  has  absorbed  more 
than  a  couple  of  “sonnd  bites”  in  the 
past  few  mouttei  wo  old  guess  that 
was  him.  The  sentence  is  pure 
BoshspeaL 

The  new  President  is  bringing 
with  him  Into  office  a  slangy  idkoi 
that  reveals  much  about  the  Bash 
Blind.  In  the  interests  of  trans¬ 
atlantic  understanding,  here  is  a 
brief  primer  hi  the  new  President's 
English  and  the  way  It  reflects  the 
current  citizens*  idiom. 

For  a  start,  there  is  the  Bush 
syntax  -  or  rather  lack  of  it 
Governor  Michael  Dukakis  may  owe 
part  of  his  downfall  to  his  rare 
ability  to  come  np  with  subject,  verb 
and  object  before  (be  foil  stop.  His 
verbal  skill  did  not  help  his  attempt 
to  be  the  man  of  the  people. 

BnshspeaJc  prefers  the  rambling. 


style  popularized  by  President  JRea- 
gan  and  now  widely  shared  by  other 
potitidam,  pop  stars,  teenagers  and 


sports  commentators.  Unless  some¬ 
thing  changes,  the  White  House 
transcript  office  wffl  need  a  blizzard 
of  dots  and  dashes  to  help  untangle 
the  new  presidential  utterances. 

Then  there  is  the  Bash  affection 
for  the  macho  slang  he  hears  on  his 
favourite  Country  and  Western  radio 
stations.  He  likes  to  “go  ballistic” 
and  fire  “laser  shots”  when  be  is 
angry.  “It  was  Tension  City,”  he 
says  when  the  dost  settles.  And  be 
loves  to  sprinkle  his  talk  with  the 
“heys”  that  have  come  into  vogne 
over  the  past  year  or  two. 

Here  are  Mr  Bash's  thoughts  on 
press  criticism:  “Foar  years  ago  I'd 
go  ballistic  when  I  read  some  of  this 
stuff  But,  hey,  let  him  do  his  thing 
and  ni  do  mine.” 

“Thing”  is  another  Bosh  favour¬ 
ite*  He  has  talked  recently  of  “foe 
rice-presidential  thing”  ami  the 
“Persian  Gnff  thing”  and,  of  course, 
his  “vision  thing”  bwam«»  a 
catcfanhrase  of  the  campaign. 

The  President-elect  is  also  a  free 
borrower  of  fashionable  youth  slang, 
though  it  often  sounds  odd  from  his 
Kps.  Top  of  this  glossary  is  the 
“high-five  sign”,  the  skyward  stap- 
piag  of  palms  that  originated  in  the 


1970s  in  the  black  inner  city. 
Exalting  in  his  selection  as  can¬ 
didate,  Mr  Bosh  several  times  used 
these  words  when  recalling  the  last 
sitting  Vice-President  to  win  the 
presidency. 

“I  just  couldn't  help  think  that  old 
Martin  Van  Boren  was  up  there 
giving  me  the  high-five  sign.”  Mr 
Bosh  has  also  brat  known  to  urge 
people  to  “bey,  tighten  up”,  another 
of  the  1988  rogue  phrases. 

6  Four  years  ago  I’d  go 
ballistic  when  I  read  some 
ofthis  stuff# 

Mr  Bush,  though,  is  no  more  guilty 
than  other  politicians  of  over-using 
the  current  dashes  from  the  busi- 
res8-political-media  world. 

“You  don’t  have  to  be  a  rocket 
stientist/braia  surgeon”  to  know 
that  these  “go  with  the  territory”  to 
use  just  two  of  the  current  favourites. 
For  example,  Mr  Dukakis's  reaction 
on  the  day  of  defeat  last  mouth  was 
to  shrug  and  say:  “It  goes  with  the 
territory.” 

US  potttidans  are  also  plckhsnp 
the  basnessmasi’s  “do-abte”,  a 


shorthand  way  of  saying  “I  rtwnlt  I 
can  make  mosey  out  of  ft”,  and 
“concept”,  as  in  ‘id’s  talk  concept”, 
a  phrase  tint  means  “I  haven’t  done 
my  homework”. 

Other  popular  slang  from  tele¬ 
vision-land  is  nMfefog  ft  into  public 
life.  For  example,  the  venerated  Dr 
Henry  Kissinger  asked  in  The 
Washington  Post  this  week:  “Is 
Gorbachov  for  real?”  Across  the 
country,  Americans  are  telling  one 

another  this  whiter  to  “get  real”  and 
the  highest  compliment  yon  can  pay 
is  to  call  someone  a  “very  real 
person”.  The  opposite  is,  of  course, 
not  “unreal”  but  insincere  or 


someone  from  the  1960s.  Those 
people,  though,  are  usually  held  by 
the  new  youth  crowd  to  be  “PC”. 
This  has  nothing  to  do  with  comput¬ 
ers.  “Politically  Correct”  implies  an 


A  very  real  person  can,  of  course, 
be  a  very  “happening”  kind  of  guy 
hot  never  a  “groovy”  one,  at  least  for 
the  young.  In  current  yoathspeak, 

"groovy”  means  the  opposite  of  what 

it  did  for  all  the  “granolas”  who  used 
it  the  first  thne  round. 

Dr  Kissinger,  too  old  even  to  he  a 

“granola”,  would  be  unlikely  to  call 
Mr  Gorbachov  a  “happening  ltind-a- 
dnde”  since  this  is  strictly  under  25- 


ing  neo-left 

But  newcomers  should  not  be 
confused  by  another  shifted  mean- 
ffig-  It  would  be  no  mistake,  for 
sample,  to  show  your  approval  of 
Mr  Bush  by  calling  him  “totally 
radical”  or  just  plain  “rad”.  The 
word  just  means  excellent 
Dr  Kissinger  and  Mr  Bush  would 
also  not  be  “dissed”  to  hear  that  they 
were  not  “PC’.  To  “diss”  someone 
these  days  means  to  insult  them. 

At  the  end  of  a  year  which  has 
seen  the  most  intense  political 
■wtaing  in  history,  it  is  no 
surprise  that  the  popular  language  Is 

ahsnrfuiM.  aiui  _ _ ■ _ “ _ 


A  “granola”,  token  from  the 
nearest  America  has  to  is 


■  - - T* ~  ™«FvinHii5  (/ft 

Borrowed  from  the  mirror  wo 
the  television  commerciaL  The 
day,  one  football  coach  describ 
Mags  after  his  team’s  victor 
down’*  get  any  better  than 
That  phrase  comes  straight  t 
well-known  hear  commercial 
thwe  was  no  sign  that  a  quot 

intended. 
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Vatican  relies  on  eternal  vigilance  in  search  for  the  next  saint 

From  Roger  Boyes 
Romo 


They  are  invisible  of  course,  like  all  good  ghosts, 
but  they  crowd  out  the  austere  ante-rooms  of  the 
Jesuit  headquarters,  waiting  their  him  to  join  the 
Communion  of  Saints. 

They  are  a  strange  company:  soldiers,  an 
American  millionaire,  women  who  fought  off 
rape,  missionaries,  concentration  tamp  inmate 
All  led  brave  Christian  lives,  some  died  the  most 
spectacular  and  grisly  of  Christian  deaths. 

The  Vatican's  saint  specialists  —  at  the 
Congregation  of  Saints  and  the  College  of 
Poshilaiors  —  are  working  foil  peh. 

To  walk  the  corridors  of  the  Vatican  at  this 
time  of  year  is  to  be  shuck  by  the  contrast 
between  the  two  Romes.  Italy  has  been  winding 
down  to  Christmas  since  November,  only  the 
ritualized  consumer  frenzy  prevents  it  from 
felling  into  a  narcoleptic  daze.  The  Vatican, 
meanwhile,  is  teeming  like  an  ant-heap;  clerks 
bustle  with  papers  as  in  a  company  that  has  to 
prepare  its  tax  returns  by  midnight. 

The  Vatican  saint  factory  has  been  breaking 
production  records  for  10  years,  matching  the 
Pope's  desire,  and  the  Church’s  need,  for  models 
of  holiness.  There  have  been  more  than  314 


people  beatified  in  this  papacy.  This  Pope  has 
beatified  and  canonized  more  than  any  othe 
Pontiff  in  history. 

Father  Paolo  Molinari,  the  president  of  the 
College  of  Postulators,  is  a  theological  gung-ho.  Is 
there  any  man  in  the  Vatican  who  delves  more 
deeply  into  private  lives  and  beliefs? 

Load  churches  first  present  the  case  for 
canonization  of  a  devout  parishioner,  a  man  or  a 
woman  who  appears -to  shine  with  sanctity.  The 
candidate's  dossier  arrives  at  the  postulators' 
office,  which  acts  not  only  as  a  research  and 
detective  agency  but  also  as  a  form  of  lawyer, 
preparing  a  case  for  judgement  by  the  Congrega¬ 
tion  of  Saints.  “1  have  to  look  for  all  the  evidence 
possible  and  to  prepare  a  special  volume  that  will 
be  submitted  to  a  number  of  consultants.  Usually 
it  goes  first  to  the  historians.  From  them  it  goes  to 
the  theologians,  then  to  the  cardinals  and 
bishops."  But  this  understates  the  complexity  of 
selecting  and  prompting  saints. 

Is  a  parish  suppressing  negative  evidence?  Was 
the  holy  man  merely  good?  Were  there  suspicious 
or  political  circumstances  surrounding  his  death? 
Such  questions  can  only  be  answered  by  thorough 
document  checks  and  by  questioning  witnesses, 
in  the  manner  of  an  orthodox  biographer. 

Father  Molinari  said:  “I  don't  like  to  stress  the 


comparison  wife  a  traditional  investigation  of  a 
police  station.  You  mention  somebody,  or  an 
event,  and  of  course  you  try  to  go  deeper  in  the 
matter,  but  put  it  in  a  positive  way.  Whatever  can 
contribute  to  know  the  person. 

“Ifhc  had  a  good  friend,  1  try  to  meet  him.  I  uy 
to  trace  him.  Maybe  they  went  to  university 
together.  And  from  there  you  go  to  the  core  of  a 
life  of  a  person  —  his  inspiring  principles  of 

6  We  wait  if  there’s  a  need  for 
clarification.  That’s  wisdom 
rather  than  diplomacy  9 

action,  what  his  beliefs  were,  what  his  motiva¬ 
tions  were,  you  try  to  draw  out  this  portrait." 

Since  Pius  XU,  the  Vatican  takes  into  account 
historical  context,  the  psychology  of  the  can¬ 
didate  and  the  social  structure  of  the 
neighbourhood. 

The  problems  come  with  the  pace  of  canoniza¬ 
tion.  In  the  past,  there  could  be  a  more  leisurely 
discussion  of  candidate^  their  stakes  would  be 
improved  or  worsened  according  to  the  personal 
tastes  of  the  reigning  pontiff.  But  the  Pope  is 
acting  out  of  a  double  conviction.  The  first  is  that, 
as  the  product  of  the  Second  Vatican  Council,  he 


must  take  seriously  its  commitment  to  use  saints 
as  models  for  Christians.  Second,  the  Pope,  the 
most  travelled  in  history,  is  searching  for  models 
that  have  direct  relevance  to  the  country  he  is 
visiting.  Put  crudely,  the  Pope  likes  to  take  a  saint 
in  the  aircraft  when  he  travels  out  of  Rome. 

When  the  Pope  spots  a  candidate,  representing 
Christian  virtue  in  a  neglected  ethnic  group,  he 
can  speed  it  op-  He  is  travelling  to  Madagascar  in 
September  next  year,  so  the  Vatican  saint-makers 
are  working  on  the  cause  of  a  married  woman  — 
but  more,  a  married  woman  that  will  send  signals 
beyond  the  shores  of  Madagascar. 

How,  given  tins  Pope's  commitment  to  new 
canonizations,  is  one  to  spot  a  saint?  Father 
MoKnari  speaks  of  a  certain  fire,  a  spirit  that 
springs  out,  is  immediately  apparent,  and  indeed 
lasts  beyond  the  grave.  The  saint-makers  observe 
carefully  to  ensure  that  the  adulation  of  a  saint  b 
not  being  imnipufeted.  nor  becoming  the  subject 
of  a  fashionable  cult. 

Candidates  for  sainthood  are  presenting  them¬ 
selves  all  the  time;  but  to  accelerate  the  cause,  say 
of  Father  Jerzy  Popieluszko,  the  murdered 
Solidarity  priest,  or  Cardinal  Oscar  Romero  of  El 
Salvador,  murdered  in  1980,  would  be  playing 
with  political  fire.  They  are  clear  cases  of 
martyrdom,  but  their  message  is  not  always 


completely  to  the  liking  of  the  Pope  or  the  church 
hierarchy.  Cardinal  Romero,  a  stalwart  defender 
of  the  oppressed  and  a  fierce  critic  of  the 
Government,  is  regarded  by  many  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  believers  as  the  first  martyr  of  liberation 
theology.  Father  Popieluszko  was  in  conflict  not 
only  with  Warsaw  but  with  Iris  primate. 

The  drive  to  canonize  can  serve  the  interests  of 
papal  diplomacy,  but  by  the  same  token  causes 
can  also  be  held  back.  The  Vatican  saint  specialist 
sees  it  differently.  Father  Molinari  explains: 
"Some  people  mil  say  to  hurry  up  with  a 
candidate,  others  will  call  for  clarification.  And  if 
there  b  indeed  need  for  clarification,  we  wait 
That’s  wisdom  rather  than  diplomacy.  Romero 
could  be  transformed  or  used  for  political 
reasons,  there  may  be  politics  involved. 

"Bui  equally,  there  may  be  a  more  theological 
issue,  say  a  priest  involved  with  guerrillas.  Here 
we  are  dealing  with  the  question;  Are  the 
guerrillas  morally  lawful  from  a  Christian  point  of 
view?" 

As  we  left,  past  the  statue  of  Ignatius  Loyola, 
the  founder  of  the  Jesuit  Order  -  a  soldier-saint — 
the  waiting  room  was  empty,  to  the  naked  eye  at 
least  Not  for  long  in  lhb  papacy:  the  saint- 
makers  have  a  busy  new  year  ahead,  the 
candidates  win  be  forming  an  orderly  queue. 


Arens  takes  office 
and  labels  PLO  as 
leading  terror  group 


Arafat  seeks  support  in  a  wary  Rome 


Mr  Mosbe  Arens,  the  new 
Israeli  Foreign  Minister,  yes¬ 
terday  declared  that  the  PLO 
remained  "the  major  terrorist 
nganization  in  the  world", 
and  said  that  to  talk  to 
terrorists  —  an  apparent  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  US  dialogue  with 
the  Palestinians  —  only  en¬ 
couraged  further  violence. 

Foreign  Ministry  officials 
yesterday  condemned  the 
meeting  at  the  Vatican  be¬ 
tween  the  Pope  and  Mr  Yassir 
Arafat,  the  PLO  chairman, 
declaring:  "Peace  in  the  Holy 
Land  can  hardly  be  served  by 
luch  a  meeting."  But  on  a 
more  conciliatory  note,  they 
said  that  the  new  Israeli 
roalition,  consisting  of  Likud, 
Labour,  and  the  religious  par¬ 
ies,  was  actively  looking  fora 
peace  initiative  in  response  to 
he  US-PLO  dialogue. 

Sources  said  that  the  most 
avoured  Israeli  option  would 
jrobaWy  be  peace  talks  among 
he  "interested  parties"  in  the 
Middle  East  under  super- 
Krwer  auspices. 

An  opinion  poD  published 
resterday  in  the  newspaper 
fediot  Ahronot  showed  that 
4  per  cent  of  Israelis  fe- 
oured  dialogue  with  the  PLO 
ollowiiig  Mr  Arafet's  under- 
aking  not  to  engage  in  terror- 
sin.  Diplomats  said  that  the 
inding  was  striking  in  view  of 
he  new  coalition's  guidelines, 
which  flatly  rule  out  any 
ontacts  with  the  PLO. 

On  the  other  hand,  44  per 
:em  of  those  questioned  in  the 
toll,  conducted  earlier  tins 
week,  backed  the  government 
wsition,  which  b  based  on  the 
land  line  pursued  by  Likud,  to 
which  both  Mr  Yitzhak 
Shamir,  the  Prime  Minister, 
md  Mr  Arens  belong. 

"The  problem  lies  in  defin- 
ng  terrorism,”  one  official 
aid  as  Mr  Arens  took  over  the 
foreign  Ministry  from  Mr 

iraon  Peres,  the  Labour 

der.  “If  an  Arab  boy  throws 


Fnrai  Richard  Owen,  Jerusalem 


a  firebomb  at  a  bus  some¬ 
where  in  the  (occupied)  terri¬ 
tories,  most  Israelis  would  say 
that.was  Palestinian  terrorism, 
even  if  the  PLO  had  nothing 
directly  to  do  with  ft." 

Mr  Arens,  in  his  first  oom- 
mentsontakingoverfroin  Mr 
Peres,  said  that  tragedies  such 
as  the  explosion  on  the  Pan 
Am  jumbo  jet  over  Scotland 
on  Wednesday  “return  us  to 
reality,  in  which  brad  and 
other  free  countries  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  campaign  against 
tenor*'. 

Officials  said  the  change  of 
tone  at  the  Foreign  Ministry 
was  striking,  noting  that  Mr 

West  Beirut  —  Syria,  moving 
rapidly  to  challenge  Mr  Yassir 
Arafat's  forces  in  soothem 
Lebanon,  b  encouraging  the 
formation  of  a  new  guerrilla 
coalition  to  step  np  attacks 
against  Israel  and  discredit 
the  FLO’S  peace  programme 
(Joan  Caries  Gnmodo  writes). 

Mr  Ahmed  fibril,  leader  of 
foe  Popular  Front  for  foe 
Liberation  of  Mestine-Gen- 
eral  Command,  signalled  Syr¬ 
ia's  intentions  by  announcing 
the  creation  of  a  “wide  united 
front  to  resist  the  surrenderist 
policy  whkh  Arafet  is  working 
on”  at  a  rally  here. 

Arens  had  a  reputation  as  a 
hawk.  Israel's  peace  policy  is 
to  be  derided  in  future  by  an 
inner  Cabinet  of  six  ministers, 
three  from  Likud  —  Mr 
Shamir,  Mr  Arens,  and  Mr 
David  Levy,  the  Deputy 
Prime  Minister  and  Minister 
of  Housing  —  and  three  from 
Labour  —  Mr  Peres,  Mr 
Yitzhak  Rabin,  the  Defence 
Minister,  and  Mr  Yitzhak 
Navon,  the  Minister  of  Edu¬ 
cation  and  also  a  Deputy 
Prime  Minister. 

Many  analysts  see  this  as  a 
recipe  for  deadlock,  with  the 
two  parties — as  the  Jerusalem 
Post  put  it  this  week  — 


"hobbling  along  together  pain¬ 
fully  like  two  convicts  in  leg 
irons”. 

But  yesterday,  officials  who 
have  worked  closely  with  Mr 
Peres  maintained  that  the 
recent  drama  in  the  Middle 
East  was  over,  and  Israel,  the 
Arab  states,  and  international 
opinion  now  had  a  breathing 
space  to  find  a  way  forward. 

Sources  defined  the  key 
events  as  the  derision  last  July 
by  King  Husain  of  Jordan  to 
rtkenriate  himself  from  the 
West  Bank;  the  PLO  declara¬ 
tion  of  a  Palestinian  state  in 
November;  Mr  Arafet's  re¬ 
nunciation  of  terrorism;  and 
the  American  derision  to  open 
talks  with  foe  HO. 

Western  diplomats  said  it 
was  still  difficult  to  see  how 
the  new  coalition  could  find  a 
common  policy,  adding  that  a 
formula  based  on  limited  self1 
government  in  the  occupied 
territories  would  almost  cer¬ 
tainly  be  doomed  to  foil  since 
ft  had  already  been  refected  by 
Palestinian  leaders. 

For  Mr  Poes,  who  becomes 
.Finance  Minister,  and  his 
supporters,  yesterday  was 
above  all  a  moment  for  bitter 
regret  over  missed  opportu¬ 
nities.  As  Mr  Peres  bade 
farewell  to  his  officials,  he  said 
there  had  been  a  chance  for 
peace  in  April  last  year,  when 
he  secretly  agreed  with  King 
Husain  in  London  on  the 
principle  of  a  joint  Jordanian- 
Palestinian  delegation  to  take 
part  in  peace  talks. 

The  formula  would  have  got 
round  the  problem  of  defining 
Palestinian  participation,  but 
the  chance  had  been  missed. 
However,  Mr  Peres*  critics  say 
be  compounded  the  failure  by 
continuing  to  press  for  an 
international  peace  confer¬ 
ence  based  on  his  formula  — 
even  though  Mr  Shamir,  as 
Prime  Minister,  turned  it 
down  and  the  Cabinet  was 
split  down  the  middle. 


From  Our  Own 
Correspondent 
Rome 

Mr  Yassir  Arafat,  the  Pal¬ 
estine  liberation  Organiza¬ 
tion  chairman,  yesterday  skil¬ 
fully  deployed  meetings  with 
the  Italian  Government  and 
foe  Pope  to  seek  support  for 
the  newly-declared  Palest¬ 
inian  state. 

Bnt  neither  Italian  narVaii. 
can  officials  were  eager  to 
commit  themselves,  and  were 
careful  to  voice  their  sapport 
of IsraeL 

Mr  Arafet's  audience  with 
foe  Pope  is  sure  to  anger 
Israeli  and  Jewish  lobbyists, 
who  complain  that  the  Vatican 
has  still  not  opened  diplomatic 
relations  with  Jerusalem.  But 
both  foe  Vatican  and  foe 
Italian  Government,  while 
welcoming  the  recent  con¬ 
cessions  by  foe  PLO,  are  wary 
of  being  mampolated. 

The  Vatican  wonM  dearly 
find  it  difficult  to  recognize  a 
Palestinian  state  as  long  as  it 
has  no  diplomatic  relationship 
with  IsraeL 

Signor  Ghdio  Andreotti,  the 
Italian  Foreign  Minister, 
made  it  dear  that  his  priority 
was  to  open  direct  dialogue 
between  Israel  and  foe  PLO. 
He  said  that  “a  conference 
held  without  Israel,  or  worse 
still  against  Israel,  would  not 
make  sense".  He  wanted  to 
keep  dialogue  open  between 
Europe  and  IsraeL  even  at  the 
cost  of  delaying  recognition  of 
the  Palestinian  state. 

Mr  Arafat,  who  met  the 
Italian  Prime  Minister,  Signor 
Ciriaco  De  Mita,  for  the  first 
time  yesterday,  wants  fester 
progress.  He  views  Italy  as  his 
best  friend  in  the  European 
Community  and  is  trying  to 
secure  a  platform  of  European 
recognition  to  put  pressure  on 
the  new  US  Administration. 

This  was  indicated  by  an 
Arafet  adviser,  Mr  Abdou 
Rsbbon,  who  told  Italian 
journalists:  “Arafet’s  visit  to 
Rome  is  important  because 
Italy  has  foe  power  to  play  a 
propulsive  role  in  Europe,  both 
towards  arranging  a  peace 
conference  and  recognizing  the 
Palestinian  state." 

The  climate  of  discussion, 
however,  has  been  sowed  by 
the  explosion  on  board  foe  Pan 
Am  jet  which  crashed  in 


The  Pope  admiring  a  Nativity  wood  carving  given  to  him  yesterday  by  Mr  Yassir  Arafat. 
Scotiand  on  Wednesday.  Were  But  he  emphasized  that  tenor-  strained  by  foe  need  to  arrange 

um  was  not  justified.  . 

Rome 


it  to  emerge  that  Abu  Nidal  or 
similar  extremist  groups  had 
been  involved,  then  Mr  Arafet 
would  have  to  dissociate  him¬ 
self  more  strenuously,  and 
repeatedly,  from  acts  of  terror¬ 
ism  before  there  could  beany 
real  progress  on  recognition  of 
the  state  by  Europe. 

The  Pope,  in  his  New  Year 
peace  message  -  already  re¬ 
leased  by  foe  Vatican  —  spoke 
out  for  the  rights  of  minorities. 


Mr  Arafet  _ 

only  recently,  on  foe  day  after 
the  Israeli  elections,  and  dis¬ 
closed  his  plans  for  announc¬ 
ing  a  Palestinian  state  to 
SknorAndreofli 

But  although  Italy  views  the 

developments  positively — and 
is  encouraged  by  the  begin¬ 
nings  of  a  conversation  be¬ 
tween  die  US  and  the 
Palestinians  —  ft  is  con- 


a  European  consensus. 

Signor  De  Mita  said  yes¬ 
terday  that  Italy  should  as¬ 
sume  a  more  assertive  foreign 
policy;  Middle  East  develop¬ 
ments  may  give  Rome  this 
opportunity. 

Meanwhile,  Mr  Arafet  — 
having  said  that  foe  Israeli 
seem  service,  Mossad,  was 
plotting  to  HD  him  —  was 
accompanied  by  12  carloads  of 
bodyguards  here  yesterday. 


Christmas  in  the  grip  of  the  intifada  —  and  the  shadow  of  the  Emperor 


Too  much  room  at  Bethlehem’s  inns  Japan’s  stop-go  revellers 


Fran  Our  Own  Correpondent 
Bethlehem 

ten  you  visit  Mr  Elias  Freij,  the  Mayor 
Bethlehem,  it  is  wise  to  display  a 
Tiyoli  (Arab  head  dress)  in  your  car  in 
i  hope  that  Arab  boys  will  not  throw 
ncs  through  the  windscreen. 
\cconfingto  Mr  Freij,  Arab  support  in 
gely  Christian  Bethlehem  for  the  vear- 
[  intifada,  or  Palestinian  uprising,  is 
otehearted. 

Others  -  notably  Israelis  —  say  the 
viously  well  behaved  citizens  of 
[blehcm  and  nearby  Beit  Sahur, 
diiional  she  of  the  fields  where  the 
ipherds  were  told  by  angels  of  Christ's 
Lh,  have  boro  coerced  into  support  for 
:  revolt  by  the  intifada  leadership, 
ich  has  forced  shops  to  dose, 
rhe  religious  ceremonies  go  ahead  as 
maL  but  the  Roman  Catholic  Pairi- 
h  will  arrive  today  to  celebrate 


Midnight  Mass  in  a  sullen  and  cowed 
town  guarded  by  hundreds  of  police  and 
soldiers,  with  body  searches  and  metal 
detectors  on  Manger  Square. 

The  little  town  of  Bethlehem,  in  other 
words,  is  being  crippled  by  the  troubled 
politics  of  Christmas  and  by  the  simple 
feet  that  it  lies  in  the  occupied  West 

Rank. 

Far  from  lying  “in  a  deep  and 
dreamless  sleep  as  the  sifent  stars  go  by”, 
ft  seethes  with  anger  and  frustration 
behind  the  shuttered  shop  fronts,  while 
the  shopkeepers  and  hotel  owners  count 
the  cost  of  more  than  100  days  of  strikes. 

The  scene  on  Manger  Square  it$el£ 
where  the  Church  of  the  Nativity  stands, 
is  surreaL  The  Bethlehem  Souvenir 
Enterprise  is  deserted.  So  are  Beth¬ 
lehem’s  84 -restaurants  and  cafes,  nor¬ 
mally  booming  at  this  time  of  year  as 
pilgrims  and  tourists  pour  in.  According 


to  Mr  Freij,  the  town’s  economy, 
dependent  on  tourism,  arts;  crafts,  and 
souvenirs,  has  lost  “millions  of  dollars". 
Hundreds  of  Bethlehem  families  are 
descending  into  poverty  and  this  month 
he  was  unable  to  pay  the  town’s 
municipal  employees. 

Of  the  town's  five  mam  hotels,  two  are 
empty,  ami  the  other  two  have  30  per 
cent  occupancy.  “It  is  not  so  much  a 
question  of  no  room  at  the  inn."  one 
church  official  said.  “More  a  question  of 
there  being  no  guests." 

The  intifada  and  the  Israeli  crackdown 
have  been  a  disaster  for  a  town  which  has 
little  means  of  survival  beyond  the 
proceeds  from  the  thousands  who  are 
drawn  to  Bethlehem  from  all  over  the 
world  to  enter  foe  Church  of foe  Nativity 
and  descend  the  stone  steps  into  the 
underground  cave  said  to  be  the  site  of 
Christ's  birth. 


From  Joe  Joseph 
Tokyo 

The  Japanese  like  to  celebrate 
whatever  is  going.  They  have 
not  yet  taken  to  St  Patrick’s 
Day,  but  they  love  Christmas. 

This  year,  the  Japanese  are 
celebrating  Christmas  and  the 
dosing  days  of  1988  with  the 
stop-go  high  spirits  of  fete- 
night  revellers  at  a  party. 
Every  now  and  then  someone 
turns  down  the  music  and 
suggests:  "Shhh  —  you’ll  wake 
the  neighbours.” 

The  unexpected  length  of 
Emperor  Hirohilo’s  illness  — 
the  monarch,  aged  87,  has 
been  bedridden  with  cancer 
since  September  —  has  tested 
the  solemnity  of  the  Japanese, 
who  always  like  to  do  the  right 
thing.  This  sense  of  propriety 


has  been  strained  over  the  past 
few  days,  partly  because  pa¬ 
tience  is  wearing  out,  and 
partly  because  office  workers 
traditionally  see  out  the  year 
by  spending  night  after  ought 
getting  drunk  with  colleagues 
in  the  local  bar. 

Japan  Inc,  that  invisible 
force  that  shapes  everything  in 
the  country  from  trade  poli¬ 
cies  to  the  width  of  jacket 
lapels,  has  spread  the  word 
that  high  jinks  and  highballs 
betray  a  lack  of  respect  for  the 
Emperor’s  failing  health;  Ja¬ 
pan  must  show  self-restraint. 

But  even  the  Japanese  can 
only  be  on  best  behaviour  for 
so  long.  In  the  early  days  of  tbe 
Emperor’s  illness,  they  be¬ 
haved  impeccably  ana  pre¬ 
pared  gloomily  for  the  end  of 


an  era.'  While  many  still  care, 
many  do  not  care  enough  to 
bring  their  lives  to  a  standstill 

They  have  reached  a  tol¬ 
erable  compromise.  They  pay 
lip-service  to  the  new  mood  of 
selfrestraint.  Behind  this 
mask,  the  majority  of  people 
have  resumed  normal  life. 

Department  stores  are  cov¬ 
ered  in  festive  tinsel  and 
Jingle  Bells  is  piped  through 
the  loudspeakers.  The  number 
of  late-night  drunks  in  central 
Tokyo  sug^st  that  Japan’s 
corporate  warriors,  who  spend 
their  spare  time  learning  how 
to  control  their  whisky,  are 
not  letting  np  in  deference  to 
the  Emperor.  The  impression 
is  that,  for  all  but  a  small  band 
of  serious  royalists,  self-re¬ 
straint  has  become  a  gesture. 


The  old  smoke  screen  lifts  to  reveal  a  jocular  Castro 


From  Geoffrey  Matthews 

Bogota 

Winston  ChnrctaflL  Ernest  Hem¬ 
ingway  and  Groncho  Marx  were 
among  its  most  Uiustiioasaficio- 
nadoSf  bat  it  was  a  Marxist  of  a 
more  ideological  bent  who  made  It 
his  personal  trade  mark- 
Even  so.  President  Castro  will 
not  be  fighting  up  this  Christmas. 
Nor  will  tire  Cuban  leader  welcome 

in  the  new  year  pHffing  on  one  of  his 

country's  famous  Habanos,  once 
considered  the  best  in  the  world  and 
sought  by  multi-national  tycoons 
and  Hollywood  producers. 

-Yes,  Fre  quit  completely,’’  he 
told  the  Colombia  Weekly  maga¬ 
zine  Cromos.  This  was  not  exactly 
news,  since  reports  have  been 
circulating  for  more  than  three 
years  fort  he  had  given  up  smok¬ 
ing.  What  was  new  was  his 
admission  that  it  had  required  a 


though  he  denied  that  it  had 
provoked  hy  a  diagnosis  of  cancer, 
heroic  “They're  abra^nn^rngfomg 
about  me,  he  said,  I  have  to 


confess  it  was  difficult  to  give  np ..  ■ 
worse,  I  still  have  nightmares  in 
which  I  dream  I  am  smoking  and 
enjoying  it  Then  I  have  a  kind  of 
intimate  shame  because  I  fed  I  am 
betraying  my  own  conscience.” 

He  continued:  *T  cannot  preach 
about  the  dangers  of  cancer,  I 
cannot  support  the  campaign 
agamst  tobacco  with  a  cigar  in  my 
lips  or  even  in  my  hands.  It  would 
be  disrespectful  to  the  people  ... 
numoraL" 

Did  he  often  have  nightmares, 
asked  Nokia  Parra  of  Cromos, 
interviewing  him  fat  Havana.  “Yes, 
and  they’re  terrible,  terrible?  I 
dream  about  gtms,  about  the 
(revolutionary)  war  and  when  I 
wake  np  I  give  thanks  to  to  God  for 
having  *  country  at  peace.  Yes,  to 
God.  Why  md?  I  have  a  special  God 
—  as  special  as  yours." 

President  Castro  was  in  good 
form,  demonstrating  considerable 
jocular  dial  in,  reports  Nohra 
Parra,  who  was  among  a  group  of 
T-atin  American  journalists  who 
accepted  aa  invitation  by  foe 


Havana  Govermeut  to  visit  Cuba 
and  interview  its  leader  three 
decades  after  foe  revolution  which 
brought  him  to  power. 

In  the  interview  he  expressed 
misgivings  about  President  Gorba¬ 
chov’s  drive  for  Soviet  economic 
and  political  reform. 

Insisting  that  he  was  not  agamst 
glasnost  ami  perestroika,  he  told  tbe 
visiting  journalists:  “We're  making 
our  own  changes  here,  oar  own  self- 
criticism,  bat  in  our  own  style, 
hased  on  our  own  needs.  And  I  want 
to  make  one  thing  very  dean  any 
political  and  economic  change  I 
make  wiD  never  be  based  on  the 
capitalist  system  but  will  be  taken 
within  a  socialist  regimen. 

“I  much  admire  Gorbachov  and  I 
am  in  permanent  contact  with  him, 
but  I  do  think  that  he  has  some 
political  advisers  who  are  enrap¬ 
tured  with  capitalism,  and  if  they 
continue  as  tin#  are,  they  could  do 
great  damage  to  the  Soviet  people.  I 
just  hope  1%  wrong." 

Although  relations  between  the 
Soviet  Union  and  Cuba  are  said  to 


be  strained.  President  Castro  pref¬ 
aced  his  remarks  with  a  declaration 
of  continuing  loyalty  to  Moscow: 
“Fm  tired  of  saying  it,  but  my 
gratitude  to  foe  Soviet  Union  wfB 
be  eternal  because  without  its  help 
we  wonM  never  have  been  able  to 
psh  ahead." 

Yet,  even  in  a  rigid  and  closed 
regime  bmh  around  a  personality 
cult  which  has  been  compared  to 
Stalinism,  outside  mHhmw  can¬ 
not  be  held  at  bay,  foe  visiting 
journalist  noted  from  the  presence 
of  groups  of  “punks"  roaming  foe 
streets  of  Havana  ami  foe  tnste  for 
rock  musk  among  tbe  teenage 
children  of  government  officials, 

"Yes,  but  these  Ettie  gangs  as 
you  caO  them  are  no  more  than  a 
hundred  in  an,  and  the  phenom¬ 
enon  is  to  be  found  only  in 
Havana,"  the  President  repfied. 
“Tour  the  country  and  yen  will 
realize  that  there  are  five  minim* 
young  people  who  are  frafldmg  the 
rewAdon,  loving  it,  de&ndi^  it 

“But  I  must  tell  you  that  this 
influence  reaches  us  not  only  by 


television  and  fihns,  nor  across  tbe 
90  miles  in  distance  from  foe 
United  States.  It  also  comes  from 
Soviet  youth  (children  of  Soviet 
diplomats  and  military  personnel 
based  in  Havana)  through  pern- 
troika ...  we’re  watching  them ...  a 
game  of  cat  and  mouse,  but  not  to 
worry,  this  thing  will  not  prosper." 

Although  at  62  he  has  now 
“fementably"  had  to  give  up  his 
favourite  sport,  basketball,  he  con¬ 
tinues  to  keep  fit  by  swimming  in  a 
pool  “after  midnight”  and  by  spear 
fishing. 

Why,  30  years  after  foe  triumph 
of  foe  revolution,  does  be  not  wear 
civilian  clothes  but  continue  to  don 
a  military  uniform?  “I  am  the 
commander  of  Cuba's  armed  forces, 
soft's  my  natural  uniform,”  be  said. 

Roaring  with  laughter  he  contin¬ 
ued:  “But  can  you  really  imagine 
me  bong  concerned  about  tbe  latest 
style  in  lapels,  shoulder  pads,  the 

cut  of  the  parts.” 

Did  he  fear  death?  “Definitely 
boL  I’ve  always  been  very  dose  to 
he*"  the  Cuban  leader  replied. 


Chadli 
loses 
support 
in  poll 

Algiers  (AFP)  -  President 
Chadli,  tbe  sole  candidate  in 
Thursday's  Algerian  elections, 
was  reelected  for  a  third  term 
in  office  yesterday  with  the 
lowest  support  ever  registered 
by  an  Algerian  presidential 
candidate. 

The  Interior  Ministry  said 
the  President  won  81.17  per 
cent  approval,  against  94.23 
per  cent  when  he  was  first 
elected  in  1979  and  9S.36  per 
cent  when  he  was  re-elected  in 
1984.  Turnout  on  Thursday 
was  89  per  cent,  much  lower 
thaw  for  the  previous  ballots. 

The  poll  was  brought  for¬ 
ward  two  months  after  pol¬ 
itical  changes  following  riots 
over  high  prices,  food  short¬ 
ages  mid  unemployment  early 
in  October,  which  left  up  to 
500  dead,  according  to  un¬ 
official  figures.  The  President 
gave  up  some  of  his  wide 
powers  to  the  National  Libera¬ 
tion  Front-led  Government 
after  the  unrest  and  the  In¬ 
terior  Ministry  said  the  “yes" 
vote  endorsed  further 
liberalization. 

Reserves  on 
disputed  isles 

Pelting  (AFP)  —  Rich  ofl  and 
mineral  deposits  have  been 
found  around  the  Spratly  Is¬ 
lands,  a  strategic  archipelago 
in  the  South  China  Sea  that  is 
claimed  by  China,  Malaysia, 
tbe  Philippines,  Taiwan  and 
Vietnam. 

Scientists  from  Nanhai 
Oceanography  Research  In¬ 
stitute  found  105  billion  bar¬ 
rels  of  oil  reserves,  25  billion 
cubic  metres  of  gas  reserves 
and  yiQfiDO  tonnes  of  phos¬ 
phorous  among  the  400  is¬ 
lands  and  reefs,  the  New 
China  News  Agency  said. 

Dali  setback 

Madrid  —  The  surrealist 
painter,  Salvador  Dali,  aged 
84,  was  back  in  hospital  in 
Hgueras,  on  Spain’s  Costa 
Brava,  suffering  from  a  bleed¬ 
ing  stomach  ulcer.  Doctors 
described  his  condition  as 
serious.  He  was  admitted  to 
hospital  more  than  a  week  ago 
and  has  had  treatment  for 
heart  and  lung  disorders. 

Briton  out 

Nairobi  (Reuter)  -  Kenya 
deported  a  British  journalist, 
Mary  Anne  Fitzgerald,  who 
returned  on  holiday  after 
bang  forced  to  leave  when 
convicted  of  trying  to  export 
foreign  currency.  She  wrote 
for  The  Independent  and  The 
Sunday  Times. 

Jail  carnage 

Mexico  City  (Renter)  —  Two 
people,  induding  a  prison 
warden,  were  killed,  four 
wounded  and  an  unknown 
number  held  hostage  in  an 
abortive  jail  break  at  Tepic  in 
northern  Mexico. 

Buried  alive 

Dhaka  —  Three  young  girls 
making  mud  dolls  at  a  build¬ 
ing  site  were  buried  alive  as 
construction  workers  acciden¬ 
tally  dumped  tonnes  of  rubble 
over  them  in  Dhaka's  north¬ 
ern  Mirpmr  suburbs. 

Auditor  dies 

Athens  (AFP)  —  Mr  Spyros 
Papadatos,  the  auditor  who 
exposed  irregularities  amoun¬ 
ting  to  nearly  £120  million  at 
the  Bank  of  Crete,  died  from  a 
heart  attack. 

Envoy  killed 

Guadalajara  (Reuter)  —  Mr 
Rexhai  Sunn,  Yugoslavia's 
Ambassador  to  Spain,  was 
killed  when  his  car  hit  a  bridge 
in  this  town  east  of  Madrid. 


Enchanted  Europe 

A  CHOICE  OF  CTTTES 


Pans.  Amsterdam.  Venice, 
Madrid.  Bruges.  Geneva. 
For  druiUof  oor  ndmftaal 
holiday*  to  these  enchanting 
one*  ipkwc  specify  the  cm 
yoore  intKMcd  h0.  «rite  or 
phnx. 
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dirster  dose.  London 
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THIS  MANY  PEOPLE  HAVE  THE  VIRUS. 


The  virus  which  leads  to  AIDS  is  known  as  the 
Human  Immunodeficiency  Virus. 

Or  HIV. 

Someone  may  have  HIV  for  years  before  they,  or 
anyone  else,  realise  it. 

During  this  time  they  can  look  and  feel  per¬ 
fectly  healthy. 


But,  through  sexual  intercourse,  they  could  pass 
on  the  virus  to  other  people.  (Who,  in  turn,  can 
infect  more  people.) 

It  is  estimated  that  for  every  person  with  AIDS 
there  are  thirty  with  HIV. 

Obviously  the  more  sexual  partners  you  have 
the  more  chance  you  have  of  becoming  infected. 

AIDS.  YOU’RE  AS  SAFE  AS  YOU  WANT  TO  BE. 


But  the  answer  doesn’t  just  mean  fewer  re* 
partners. 

It  also  means  using  -  a  condom,  or 
even  having  sex  that  avoids  penetration. 

The  number  of  people  with  HIV  is 
increasing.  But  your  chance  of  getting  it 
doesn’t  have  to  be. 


*y 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  OR  CONFIDENTIAL  ADVICE  ABOUT  AIDS.  FREEPHONE  THE  24-HOUR  NATIONAL  AIDS  HELPLINE  ON  0809  587123. 
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TIMES 

DIARY 

Simon  Barnes 


This  is  not  a  usual  Saturday.  Look, 
Holmes-like,  at  the  carious  incident 
of  the  football  fixtures.  There  aze  no 
football  fixtures — well,  hardly  any.  Not  just 
pro  and  semi-pro;  even  the  Woking  and 
District  League  is  idle.  But  they  aze 
made  of  sterner  stuff  in  the  Danair 
Combined  Counties  League,  and  today 
Station  Road,  Chobham,  Surrey,  is  the  sire 
of  this  column's  match  of  the  season  as 
Chobham  take  on  Westfield  in  the  Clash  of 
the  Titans. 

The  sides  occupy  the  bottom  two  places  in 
the  league.  Chobham  have  nought  points, 
having  played  16,  lost  16,  scored  four  goals 
and  conceded  52.  Bui  Westfield,  since  this 
column  expressed  an  interest  and  dubbed 
them  the  Eddie  Edwards  of  football,  have 
been  stung  into  life  and  put  together  a  three- 
match  unbeaten  ran  that  ended  last 
Saturday  when  they  were  beaten  by  Cobham 
(as  opposed  to  Chobham)  3-1. 

Was  this  all  the  effect  on  morale  of  a 
barbed  word  processor?  Well,  no.  For 
Westfield  have  joined  the  semi-pro  ranks 
and  are  now  paying  two  of  their  players. 
Paul  Hampshire,  formerly  of  Aldershot 
Youth  and  Godalming  Town,  has  earned 
his  money  by  scoring  six  in  six  games,  and 
Sean  Proby.  signed  from  Chertsey  Town, 
also  gets  paid.  “It’s  against  our  principles,” 
said  Dick  Hill,  their  secretary.  “Bat  we  had 
to  do  something  to  avoid  relegation.  We 
have  to  put  up  with  this  for  the  sake  of  the 
youngsters  at  the  dub." 

Chobham,  having  no  paid  players,  must 
rely  on  their  home  advantage  and  the  j 
support  of  the  crowd  -  which  tney  hope  will 

be  up  to  150,  instead  of  their  usual  dozen—  ' 
to  stir  them  to  their  first  point,  or  even  : 
points,  of  the  season.  This  column  wishes  j 
joys  of  aQ  seasons  to  both  dabs. 


ce  hockey  is,  of  coarse,  a  game  of  skill 
and  tactics,  and  that  is  why  people  goto 


X  watch  it  Well,  that's  what  its  officials 
would  have  us  believe,  continually  embar¬ 
rassed  as  they  are  by  the  oldest  joke  in  sport 
“I  went  to  a  fight  last  night,  and  a  hockey 
game  broke  out" 

But  the  public  do  go  for  the  skfll,  don't 
they?  And  they  ore  sickened  by  the 
incidental  violence?  Well,  maybe  not  If  you 
cast  an  eye  through  the  United  Stares  organ 
of  the  sport.  The  Hockey  News,  you  will  find 
video  ads  for  “Hockey’s  Bloodiest  Fights 
and  Knockouts”  or,  better  still,  an  ad  for 
“165  hours  of  good  quality  hockey  fights 
which  indudes  12  hours  from  '87-88” 
Another  ad  offers  126  hours  of  fights, 
inrinding  two  hours  starring  New  York 
Rangers'  classic  “goon”,  Chris  Nflan. 

All  of  this  coincides  with  a  season  that  has 
begun  wifo  a  degree  of  violence  remarkable 
even  by  the  standards  of  America's  National 
Hockey  League — so  much  so  that  Lloyd's  of 
London,  which  underwrites  the  players’ 
disability  insurance,  has  been  getting  wor¬ 
ried.  Thine  was  a  problem  when  die  policy 
ramp  up  for  renewal  in  1986,  and  it  fears 
there  mil  be  more  trouble  the  next  time 
around  in  1990. 

Penalties  for  violence  have  risen  by  more 
than  90  percent  over  the  past  10  years.  It  is 
not  a  question  of  spontaneity:  “When  you 
have  somebody  on  your  team  whose  sole 
purpose  is  to  punch  somebody’s  lights  out, 
it’sa  tactic,"  said  one  team  manager.  “It  has 
become  a  bit  of  a  problem.” 


On  a  more  sedate  plane,  I  can  report 
that  the  latest  Wisden  is  now 
available  —  that  for  1883.  It  Is  pact  of 
a  series  of  reprints  well  known  in  this  space 
and  contains  a  fascinating  nugget  on  the 
highest  score  ever  recorded  in  a  match  in 
England,  when  the  Orleans  Qnb  scored  920 
against  Ridding  Green.  GJF.  Vernon  made 
259  and  A.H.  Trevor  338  as  they  put  on  an 
intimidating  605  for  foe  second  wicket 
Another  player  narrowly  missed  his  triple 
century,  but  be  was  a  bowler  he  toed:  three 
wickets  for  291.  Tewin  Irregulars  have  long 
believed  in  the  tactic  of  buying  wickets,  bat 
tactics  are  for  use,  not  over-use. 

BARRY  FANTONI 
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“Don't  ten  me  —  if  s  Terry  Lawless* 

It  comes  as  something  of  a  disappoint¬ 
ment  to  me  to  realize  that  sex  cannot  sell 
everything.  Almost  everything,  yes,  but 
not  six-day  cyde  racing.  Six-day  cycle  racing 
used  to  be  rather  a  big  deal,  drawing  crowds 
of  up  to  100,000.  Now  this  bizarre  sport, 
numbing  minds  and  backsides  of  players 
and  spectators  alike,  is  in  decline.  Across 
Europe,  promoters  have  brought  in  things 
like  food,  music,  stuntmen  and  circus  acts  — 
and  still  the  crowds  fell 
And  so,  at  Maastricht,  Munich,  Bremen 
and  Dortmund,  they  have  tried  foe  added 
lure  of  strippers.  So  fer  as  gate  receipts  are 
concerned,  foe  ladies  have  attracted  a  tidal 
wave  of  indifference.  A  framer  world 
champion,  Patrick  Serai,  said:  “Striptease 
will  not  save  six-day  cycling  There  are 
better  places  in  town  for  that” 

Mean  whiJe,  a  bicycle  is  foe  perfect 
Christmas  present  for  any  7ft  person  who 
has  everything  else.  Craig  Mauck,  of  AAA 
Rearview  Bicycle  Repair,  is  contacting  all 
25  of  America's  Natrona}  Basketball  Associ¬ 
ation  teams,  offering  to  make  bikes  for  any 
of  its  giants.  He  is  already  fulfilling  a 
commission  for  Ralph  Sampson,  of  Golden 
State  Warriors,  who  stands  7ft  -tin. 


Hereford  United  football  dub  has  sent 
a  Christmas  card  to  Margaret 
Thatcher  and  Colin  Moymhan,  Min¬ 
ister  of  Sport  It  depicts  Santa  Claus 
proffering  a  fiver  at  a  turnstile  and  being 
asked  in  return  for  his  identity  card.  He 
replies:  “Bui  I  only  come  once  a  year.”  And 
only  then  if  you've  been  good  all  year. 


We  were  sitting 
in  the  kitchen, 
opening  Christ¬ 
mas  cards. 
There  was  one 
from  Sheila  and 
Paul  whoever  they  were,  and 
one  from  our  bank  manager,  and 
one  from  my  Aunty  May  which 
had  been  recycled  from  foe  year 
before.  The  last  one  was  a  brown 
envelope.  Edwin  opened  it 
“My  God!”  he  said.  “These 
bureaucrats  have  a  piquant  sense 
of  timing."  He  tugged  at  his 
beard  —  a  newly  acquired  man¬ 
nerism.  Since  we  had  moved  to 
the  country  he'd  grown  a  beard; 
it  made  hrm  look  slightly  like 
Jeremy  Irons.  Sightly. 

The  letter  was  from  our 
county  council  and  it  said  they 
were  going  to  build  a  ring  road 
right  through  our  local  wood. 

Now,  our  local  wood  wasn't 
up  to  much  but  it  was  all  we  had. 
It  was  more  a  copse,  really, 
across  the  field  from  our  cottage. 
Like  everything  in  foe  country  it 
was  surrounded  by  barbed  wire, 
but  I  could  worm  my  way 
through  with  foe  children,  ana 
amid  acres  of  ploughed  fields  it 
was  at  least  somewhere  to  go, 
and  from  which  we  could  then 
proceed  home  again.  Such  places 
are  necessary,  with  small  child¬ 
ren  (eight,  six  and  three). 

It  was  mostly  brambles,  and 
trees  I  couldn't  name  because  I 
had  always  lived  in  London,  and 
there  was  a  small  black  pond 
which  smelt  like  damp  laundry. 
Not  a  lot  grew  in  the  wood, 
except  Diet  Pepsi  cans.  But  I 
loved  it  and  now  ]  knew  it  was 
condemned  I  appreciated  its 
tangled  rustlings,  just  as  one 
listens  more  intently  to  a  person 
who  is  going  to  die. 

“A  two-lane  dual  carriage¬ 
way!”  said  Edwin.  “Right  past 
our  front  door.  Thundering 
pantechnicons!"  That  exploded 
from  him  like  an  oath.  He  went 
off  to  work,  and  every  time  the 
children  broke  something  that 
morning,  which  was  often,  we 
cried  “Thundering  pantech¬ 
nicons!”  But  that  wasn't  going  to 
keep  them  away. 

We  live  in  a  pretty,  bat  not 
pretty  enough  to  be  protected, 
part  of  Somerset  People  were 
going  to  campaign  against  this 
ring  road,  but  foe  only  alter¬ 
native  route  was  through  our 
MPs  daughter’s  riding  school 50 
there  wasn't  much  hope: 

That  afternoon  I  drove  off  to 
look  for  holly.  When  you  live  in 
the  country  you  spend  your 
whole  time  in  the  car.  In 
London,  of  course,  you  simply 
buy  holly  round  the  comer, 
which  is  much  better  for  foe 
environment  I  spent  two  hours 
burning  up  valuable  fossil  fuels, 
the  children  squabbling  over 
their  crisps  in  the  bade  seal  and 
only  returned  with  six  sprigs, 
most  of  whose  berries  had  fallen 
off  by  foe  time  we  had  hung 
them  up. 

This  was  our  first  Christmas  in 
the  country,  the  first  of  our  new 
pure  life,  and  1  was  ttyngto  work 
up  a  festive  spirit  unaided  by  foe 
crass  high-street  commerdahsm 
that  Edwin  was  so  relieved  to 
escape.  Me  too,  of  course. 

Have  you  noticed  bow  dark  it 
gets,  and  how  soon,  in  foe 
country?  When  l  returned  home 
our  wood  was  simply  a  denser 
clot  against  the  sodium  glow  of 
our  local  town,  foe  one  whose 
traffic  was  going  to  be  eased  at 
our  expense.  This  time  next 
Christmas,  I  thought,  the  foun¬ 
dering  pantechnicons  will  be 
rattling  our  window  panes  and 
filling  our  rooms  with  lead 
pollution.  It  will  be  just  like 
Camden  Town  aQ  over  again, 
but  without  foe  conversation. 


A  short  story  by  Deborah  Moggach 

How  I  learnt  to  be  a  real 

countrywoman 


That's  what  I  missed, 
you  see.  Edwin 
didn't  because  he 
has  inner  resources. 
He's  the  only  peson  I 
have  ever  met  who 
has  actually  read  The  Faerie 
Queene.  He  has  a  spare,  linear 
mind  and  fine  features;  nobody 
would  ever,  ever  think  of  calling 
him  Ed.  When  we  lived  in 
London,  in  Camden  Town,  he 
taught  graphics.  But  then  his  art 
school  was  dissolved  into 
another  one  and  be  lost  his  job. 
The  government  was  brutish  and 
philistine  and  London  was  full  of 
fumes,  so  he  said  we  should 
move  to  the  country  and  I 
foDowed  in  the  hot  slipstream  of 
his  despair. 

“Look  at  foe  roses  growing  in 
our  children’s  checks!”  be  cried 
out,  startling  me,  soon  after  we 
moved. 

It  was  all  right  for  him.  He  had 
people  to  talk  to.  He  became  a 
carpenter  and  he  worked  with 
three  men,  all  of  them  bearded. 
They  toiled  in  a  barn,  looking 
like  an  illustration  in  my  old 
Golden  Book  of  Bible  Slones, 
while  Fats  Waller  played  on  their 
cassette  recorder.  They  made 
very  expensive  and  uncomfort¬ 
able  wooden  furniture.  It  was 
Shaker-style,  like  the  furniture  in 
Witness,  which  I  had  already 
rented  three  times  from  our 
visiting  video  van  because  all  its 
other  films  were  Kong  Fu.  The 
van  came  on  Wednesdays  and  its 
driver,  an  ex-pig-fermer  with  a 
withered  arm,  was  sometimes 
foe  only  adult  I  spoke  to  all  day, 

unless  someone  came  to  buy  our 
eggs,  which  was  hardly  ever. 

I  talked  to  foe  hens,  of  course, 
and  to  the  children.  I  had  a bo 
become  a  secret  addict  of  Neigh¬ 
bours,  which  ended  just  before 
Edwin  arrived  home  each  day. 


DIANA  LEAOBETTEfl 
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though  he  probably  beard  its 
soapy  theme  tune  as  he  took  off 
his  bicyde  clips.  I  never  dreamed 
I  would  work  out  who  afi  foe 
characters  were,  they  all  looked 
foe  same,  pan-sticked  under  foe 
arc  lights  with  their  streaky 
perms,  but  to  my  shame  I  did, 
and  worse,  I  minded.  I  even 
hummed  its  tune  when  1  was 
standing  at  the  sink,  digging  all 
the  slugs  out  of  our  organic 


happened,  last  Christmas.  I  was 
brought  up  in  Swiss  Cottage  and 
spent  my  childhood  with  my 
nose  pressed  against  shop  win¬ 
dows,  first  toys  then  bikes  then 
dothes.  If  a  mid  was  brown  and 
boring  I  presumed  it  was  a 
sparrow.  Frogs  were  simply  pear- 
shaped  diagrams  of  reproductive 
organs  which  we  sniggered  at, 
during  school  fearfully. 


Perhaps,  I  thought,  if  I  Joined 
this  anti-road  campaign  I  could 
meet  intelligent  men  like 
Jonathon  Porritt  Perhaps  they 
didn't  all  live  in  NWl. 

Most  of  them  seemed  to;  that 
was  the  trouble.  I  missed  Cam¬ 
den  Town,  where  everybody 
worked  in  the  media.  At  the 
children’s  primary  school  where 
they  had  cutbacks,  parents  do¬ 
nated  scrap  paper,  and  they  were 
always  things  like  transcripts  of 
South  Bank  Shows.  I  used  to 
read  them,  on  foe  other  side  of 
the  children’s  drawings,  so  I 
could  surprise  Edwin  when  we 
were  watching  TV  and  I  knew 
what  Leonard  Bernstein  was 
going  to  say.  Then  there  was  the 
time  when  I  could  tell  him  who 
did  it  in  a  Ruth  Rendell  book, 
because  I  had  found  the  last  page 
in  our  local  photocopier. 

Edwin  thought  all  this  was 
febrile,  but  Edwin  had  inner 
resources.  I  only  had  foe  child¬ 
ren.  You  can't  have  both. 

And  then,  on  Boxing  Day,  I 
had  a  brainwave. 

It  was  freezing  outride  and  the 
cat  had  had  an  accident  in  front 
of  the  Aga.  Well  not  an  accident; 
she  just  hadn't  bothered  to  go 
outside.  Edwin  was  dealing  it  up 
with  some  newspaper  when  he 
stopped,  and  read  a  comer. 

“Listen  to  this,**  be  said. 
“Leicester  County  Council  is 
spending  £19,000  on  four  under¬ 
passes.  specially  constructed  for 


Then  Edwin  and  I 
married  and  we  went 
to  live  in  Chmden 
Town.  Its  streets 
were  bedimmed 
with  sulphuric  emis¬ 
sions  and  we  could  rally  rec¬ 
ognize  the  changing  seasons  by 
foe  daffodil  frieze  at  Sketchleys 
(Spring)  and  the  Back-to-Skool 
promotion  at  Hymans  (Au¬ 
tumn).  Edwin,  waking  np  to  a 
dawn  chorus  of  activated  car 
alarms,  hungered  for  honest 
country  toil  and  started  buying 
books,  published  by  Faber  ana 
illustrated  by  woodcuts,  which 
told  him  now  to  damp  his 
beetroots  and  flay  his  ox. 

A  romantic  puritan,  he  gazed 
across  at  the  whores'  drawers 
curtains  of  the  people  opposite 
and  bemoaned  the  greed  of  our 
decade,  saying  quite  accurately 
that  even  intellectuals  were  start¬ 
ing  to  talk  about  house  prices. 
We  lived  in  a  fiat,  and  my 
contact  with  nature  was  to  grow 
basil  the  Seventies  herb,  and 
coriander,  the  Eighties  one,  on 
our  balcony,  digging  them  in 
with  a  dining  foricTl  bought  them 
at  Clifton  Nurseries,  London's 
most  metropolitan  garden 
centre,  where  I  liked  spotting  TV 
personalities  pushing  Burnham 


Woods  of  designer  foliage  in 
their  trolleys  to  the  checkout. 

So  I  came  to  foe  country  green, 
as  it  were.  And  after  a  year  of 
organic  gardening  all  I  had  leann 
was  bow  to  drive  into  Taunton, 
buy  most  ofthestnffat  Marks  and 
Spences  and  then  pretend  it  was 
ours.  It’s  so  tiring,  being  organic. 
Bong  married  for  that  matter. 

The  day  after  Boxing  Day  I 
walked  across  to  the  wood, 
alone.  It  was  a  still  grey  morning 
and  without  its  foliage  the  place 
looked  thin  and  vulnerable;  I 
could  see  right  through  it. 
Within  its  brambles  was  now 
revealed  the  archaeological  re¬ 
mains  of  countless  trysts,  date- 
expired  litter  from  expired  dates. 
But  now  1  knew  what  I  was  going 
to  do,  I  felt  possessive.  I  didn't 
own  the  wood,  of  course  —  it 
belonged  to  our  local  farmer,  Mr 
Hodgkins,  and  be  wanted  the 
ring  road  because  ft  meant  he 
could  retire  to  PortugaL 

I  took  out  my  rubbish  bags 
and  set  to  work.  It’s  amazing, 
how  much  you  can  do  when  you 
don't  have  three  children  with 
you.  In  an  hour  I  had  tut-tutted 
my  way  through  foe  place,  filled 
three  black  bags,  and  scratched 
my  hands. 

Thar  evening  I  didn’t  watch 
TV.  I  looked  through  Edwin's 
library  instead.  He  was  in  his 
potting  shed,  running  off  cam¬ 
paign  leaflets  on  bis  printing 
press.  Nursing  my  burning 
hands,  I  leafed  through  his. 
Complete  British  Wild  Flowers.  I 
had  no  idea  there  were  so  many 
plants,  and  with  such  names  — 
Sneezewort  and  Dodder,  Purg¬ 
ing  Buckthorn  and  Bitter  Flea- 
bane,  Maids  Bonnets  and  Biting 
Stonecrop  (or  Welcome-home- 


husband-thougb-never-so- 
drunk).  Poetic  and  unfamiliar, 
they  danced  in  my  head  as  I 
gazed  at  the  eternally  blooming 
watercolours.  The  book  divided 
them  into  habitats,  which 
helped.  I  took  note  of  the 
“Woodland”  section,  writing 
down  foe  names  of  foe  most 
endangered  species.  I  hadn't 
learnt  so  much  since  scbooL 

When  Edwin  returned  he  was 
surprised  I  was  missing  Minder. 
So  was  L 

“I  want  to  learn  more  about 
foe  coontrysde,”  I  said. 

He  was  terribly  pleased.  We 
started  taDting  about  his  youth  in 
Dorsei  where  his  father  was  a 
vicar  and  be  a  pale,  only  child. 
We  talked  about  the  years  before 
graphic  department  politics,  and 
chiklren,  and  trying  to  find  people 
rich  enough  to  buy  his  tables. 

“1  wanted  to  be  Edward  Lear," 
he  said.  “I  wanted  to  explore  foe 
world  and  find  everything  curious.” 

“Wasn't  he  lonely?" 

He  nodded.  “But  what  an 
artist.”  He  paused,  togging  his 
beard.  “Everybody  has  a  lime 
when  they  should  have  lived." 

“When's  yours?" 

“189a” 

“Think  about  how  much  it 
would  have  hurt  at  the  dentist's.” 


He  laughed. 

“When’s  yours?” 
“Now.” 

That  nighl  de¬ 
spite  our  cold  feel 
we  made  love  — 
the  first  time  since  that  Thurs¬ 
day.  He  even  licked  my  ears, 
something  I  had  forgotten  I 
adored.  He  used  to  do  it  quite  a 
Jol  in  London. 

Afterwards  he  said:  Tve  been 
worried  about  you,  Ruth.  Have  I 
been  bossy?” 

1  shook  my  bead:  “I'm  liking  it 
better,  now.” 

Mabel  Cudlipp  had  newts.  She 
was  a  fellow  mother.  I  had  seen 
her  at  the  school  gates  for  a  year 

now,  but  we  had  never  really 
talked.  To  tell  the  truth,  I 
thought  foe  mothers  here  looked 
boring  compared  with  foe 
London  ones,  who  arrived  at 
school  breathing  wine  fumes 
from  Groucho  lunches.  But 
when  the  spring  term  began  I 
started  chatting,  and  it  turned 
out  Mabel  Cudlipp  had  some  in 
her  pond. 

“Great  Crested  Newts,?  she 
said.  “They’re  very  rare.  In  feci 
they’ve  been  protected  since 
1981.” 

“You  couldn't  possibly  spare 
one  or  two?" 

She  nodded.  “They're  hiber¬ 
nating  now,  but  we  can  look 
when  it  gels  warmer.” 

So  then  she  introduced  herself; 
and  so  did  1  and  she  even  brought 
her  daughter  bade  for  tea. 

You  might  wonder  why  I 
didn’t  tell  Edwin.  The  trouble 
was:  his  honesty.  Once,  he  found 
a  £5  note  in  Oxford  Circus  and 
took  it  to  the  police.  Nobody 
claimed  il  of  course,  because 
nobody  thought  anyone  could  be 


At  foe  time  1  wasn't  listening.  I 
was  throwing  okl  roast  potatoes 
into  the  hen  bucket  and  working 
out  bow  long  it  was  since  Edwin 
and  I  had  made  love. 

“It's  to  save  a  colony  of 
Golden  Crested  Newts,"  he  said. 

We  hadn't  even  on  Christmas 
nighl  after  some  wonderful 
Australian  Cabernet  Sauvignon. 
The  last  time  was  Thursday 
week,  when  we  had  been  agree¬ 
ing  how  awful  his  mother  was. 
This  always  drew  us  dose.  We 
ted  one  or  two  such  mild,  but 
reliable,  aphrodisiacs.  Usually, 
however,  our  feet  were  too  cold, 
or  one  of  the  children  suddenly 
woke  up,  or  we  ted  just  been 
reading  something  depressing 
about  foe  disappearing  rain  forests. 

Then  I  thought  about  the  cam¬ 
paign,  and  as  he  started  washing 
the  floor  I  caught  up  with  what 
he  ted  said  about  foe  newts. 

It  was  such  a  simple  idea,  so 
breathtakingly  simple,  that  my 
kgs  felt  boneless  and  I  had  to  sit 
down.  •  -  • 

I  didn't  know  much  about 
natural  history  when  all  this 


Deborah  Moggach  has  published  eight 
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Porky  and  her  latest.  Driving  in  the 
Dark.  A  book  of  short  stories, 
Smile  and  Other  Stories,  has  just  been 
published  by  Penguin,  and  she. 
has  recently  completed  a  television 
serial.  Stolen,  about  kidnapped 
children.  She  Eves  in  Camden,  London 


that  decent.  Another  time  he 
drove  22  miles  in  freezing  fog  to 
pay  somebody  hock  when  1  ted 
overcharged  them  for  eggs.  But 
that  was  when  we  were  quarrel 
ling,  so  you  could  raU  n  marital 
politics. 

Nor  did  I  Involve  the  children, 
for  the  same  reason.  Throughout 
foe  spring,  1  worked  away  during 
school  hours,  accompanied  only 
by  Abbte,  who  is  three  and  who 
couldn’t  sneak  on  me.  She 
carried  the  trowel  on  our  daily 
trips  to  foe  wood,  which  I  now 
considered  ours,  its  every  dump 
of  couch  grass  dear  to  me.  When 
boxes  arrived  from  obscure  plant 
nurseries  I  told  Edwin  that  I  was 
really  getting  to  grips  with  the 
garden.  He  was  delighted,  of 
course.  While  he  battled  against 
foe  bureaucrats  —  foe  Stop  foe 
Road  campaign  wasn't  getting 
anywhere  — I  glowed,  my  cheeks 
grew  roses,  my  fingernails  were 
tuft  of  mud.  I  felt  as  heavy  as  a 
fruit  with  my  secret;  I  hadn’t  fdt 
so  happy  since  I  was  pregnant. 

I  was  also  becoming  some¬ 
thing  of  an  expert.  For 
instance,  on  potamogrtun 
densus  and  nccia  fluians. 
Latin  names  to  you.  but 
essential  aquatic  oxygen¬ 
ators  to  me.  I  bought  them  at  my 
local  garden  centre,  which  had 
an  Ornamental  Pond  section, 
and  carried  them  to  the  wood  in 
plastic  bags.  1  had  dug  out  the 
pond,  and  turfed  its  sides. 

Then  there  was  tritums 
crisiaius,  or  perhaps  install 
because  there  were  four  of  them, 
courtesy  of  Mabel  Perhaps  you 
don't  know  what  this  is.  It  is  the 
Great  Crested  Newt  The  male 
has  a  silver  streak  on  the  tail  and 
at  breeding  lime  develops  a  high, 
crinkled  crest  and  a  bright 
orange  belly.  The  female,  with¬ 
out  crest  but  with  skin  flap  above 
and  below  foe  tail,  is  16.5cm 
long  overall,  slightly  longer  than 
the  male.  /  was  feeling  slightly 
longer  than  foe  male;  more 
vigorous  and  powerful 
For  good  measure,  and  why 
not  Abbie  and  1  planted  some 
surprising  plants  in  the  wood 
too,  garden  plants,  and  some 
blue  Himalayan  Poppies.  I  had 
to  use  my  Barclaycard  for  most 
of  this,  foe  whole  operation  was 
costings  fortune.  And  then  there 
was  my  coup  de  grace,  the 
orchids.  We  planted  the  Lady's 
Slipper  (cypripedium  calceolus ), 
the  Lizard,  and  the  Bird's  Nest 
{neottia  nidusavts l  all  extremely 
rare,  and  purchased  from  a  small 
nursery  in  Suffolk  whose  address 
I  had  found  in  the  back  of 
Amateur  Gardener.  I  cut  off  all 
the  labels,  of  course,  l*m  not  a 
complete  fool  I  even  went  to 
university  once.  I  planted  them 
tenderly  in  foe  patches  I  had 
cleared  amongst  the  brambles. 
Above  us  foe  birds  sang,  and  foe 
watery  spring  sunshine  gleamed 
on  the  ivy  which,  lush  as  leather, 
trousered  the  trees.  I  even  knew 
the  trees'  names  now. 

In  all  thtise  weeks  Edwin  never 
visited  the  wood.  He  never  bad 
time.  In  foe  country  people 
never  have  time  to  do  things  like 
foal  unless  someone  comes  to 
lunch.  It’s  like  living  in  London 
and  never  visiting  foe  Tate 
Gallery  until  some  American 
friends  arrive.  Edwin  was  busy 
doing  all  the  things  that  people 
who  live  in  the  country  really  do, 
like  driving  20  miles  to  collect 
the  repaired  lawnmower,  and 
then  doing  it  all  over  again 
because  the  lawnmower  still 
didn't  work.  Like  driving  30 
miles  to  find  some  matching  tiles 
for  our  roof,  and  discovering 
that  the  place  had  been  turned 
into  a  Bejams.  So  he  never  knew. 

They  didn't  build  the  ring  road 
past  us;  they're  building  it 
through  the  riding  stables.  This 
fa  because  our  wood  has  been 
desgnated  a  site  of  outstanding 
scientific  interest.  They’ve  put 
up  a  proper  wooden  fence,  and  a 
sign.  They're  even  thinking  of 
building  a  car  park.  And  instead 
of  thundering  pantechnicons 
we've  now  got  foundering  Re- 
naults  frill  of  newt-watchers. 

It's  Boxing  Day  today  and 
people  have  come  from  all  over, 
it’s  been  really  interesting.  They 
knock  on  our  door,  and  ask  foe 
way,  and  admire  our  cottage  — 
botanists  in  particular  are  very 
polite.  We’re  doing  a  brisk  trade 
in  eggs,  too.  Ours  are  guaranteed 
sal  monella-free  because  the  hens 
are  fed  on  my  organic  bread, 
which  is  so  disgusting  we're 
always  throwing  ft  away.  Some¬ 
times  foe  people  even  leave  their 
children  here,  to  play  with  mine, 
while  they  uamp  across  the  field 
to  look  at  the  orchids.  Doruny, 
that’s  my  eldest,  has  even  started 
saying  things  like  “mega-cru- 
cial”.  Now  we  have  our  own 
traffic  jams  1  don’t  miss  Camden 
Town  at  all. 

.  What  Edwin  feels  about  this  is 
best  described  as  mixed.  Still,  his 
furniture  business  is  booming 
because  it’s  only  two  miles  away 
and  even  he  is  materialistic 
enough  to  put  up  a  notice,  with  a 
sepia  photograph  and  a  map. 
pointing  them  in  the  right  direc¬ 
tion.  And  so  much  has  happened 
during  the  day  foat  ire  don’t 
have  to  talk  about  his  mother 
anymore. 

When  spring  comes,  and  the 
flowers  start  blooming.  I've  de-  ‘ 
cided  to  start  doing  IT!  buy 
OW-Style  Spiced  Buns  at  Marks 
and  Sparks  and  throw  away  the 
packets. 

I  ve  learnt  a  lot  this  past  year, 
you  see,  about  the  real  country 

way  of  doing  things. 


*****  *SL 
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GIFT  FROM  THE  PAST 


The  persistence  of  Christmas  is  one  of  those 
mysteries  that  ought  not  to  be  probed  too 
coldly.  It  is  a  massive  collective  celebration, 
one  enormous  universal  birthday  party  at 
which  it  is  everyone's  birthday  at  once. 

■  It  is  an  excuse  for  sentimentality  and 
personal  indulgence,  for  mutual  generosity  and 
general  good  will  It  reverses  most  of  the  dour 
priorities  which  govern  the  rest  of  the  year, 
focusing  on  the  joys  of  childhood,  on  the 
gathering  of  happy  families,  on  cheerfully 
candle-lit  churches  and  the  familiar  words  and 
tunes  of  simple  carols. 

None  of  this  could  be  invented  by  Act  of 
Parliament;  and  no  Cabinet  committee  decides 
whether  we  will  have  another  Christmas  this 
year  or  not  For  it  has  all  the  momentum  of  a 
people’s  festival  —  vulgar,  unstoppable,  tra¬ 
ditional,  profane,  and  wonderful. 

To  explain  it  prosaically  we  would  need  to 
know  a  thousand  times  more  about-  human 
nature  than  we  do.  But  let  us  be  thankful  we  do 
not:  K  is  better  to  take  it  at  face  value,  as  a 
unique,  innocent  and  mysterious  gift  from  our 
own  past  to  make  the  present  more  bearable. 

Yet  at  its  heart  is  a  myth.  Myths  and  legends 
have  their  power  because  they  resonate  in  deep 
human  experience,  which  they  express  and 
enlarge.  A  myth,  for  that  purpose,  does  not 
have  to  be  true,  but  nor  does  it  have  to  be  mere 
invention. 

The  Christmas  myth  tells  of  pregnant  young 
Mary  and  her  stalwart  husband  Joseph  being 
compelled  by  law  to  go  to  Bethlehem,  and 
finding  nowhere  there  to  stay;  and  of  their 
taking  refuge  in  an  out-house,  where  Mary  was 
safely  delivered  of  her  child.  It  is  so  simple. 
Something  like  it  must  have  happened,  for  it 
happens  every  day. 

It  is  about  the  vulnerability  of  life  and  the 
precariousness  of  human  arrangements,  and  of 
ordinary  people  overcoming  them  —  making 
space  for  themselves  and  for  new  humanity,  so 
to  speak,  in  spite  of  all  the  difficulties.  In 
insisting  on  its  universal  significance  the 
Christian  faith  is  almost  stating  the  obvious. 

But  it  does  not  start  or  end  there,  for  this 
birth  had  a  deeper  meaning.  The  myth  also 
tells  how  mankind  had  been  living  under  a 
primeval  curse  and  sentence,  and  how  the 
Christ-Child  was  sent  from  God  to  rescue  it 
and  lead  it  to  deliverance  as  Moses  had  ted  the 
Israelites.  The  story  moves  inexorably  from 


Christmas  to  Good  Friday  and  then  to  Easter, 
travelling  on  parallel  lines  to  many  an  ordinary 
human  life  and  hence  a  source  of  courage  and 
inspiration  to  anyone  who  knows  ft. 

Even  to  describe  it  in  such  a  way,  however,  is 
to  treat  it  as  someone  else’s  myth,  the  stuff  of 
fairy-tales,  whereas  ft  is  the  common  property 
of  Western  civilization,  our  own:  it  lies  at  its 
very  foundation.  Christmas  is  a  return  to  those 
roots,  a  reminder  that  for  all  its  technological 
arrogance  life  in  the  modem  world  still  rests  on 
such  pillars  as  these,  which  are  indeed  quite 
solid,  mythical  or  not. 

There  was  a  time  when  every  detail  of  the 
story  —  the  Fall  in  Genesis,  the  Nativity  in 
Luke,  even  John’s  Apocalypse —were  accepted 
without  question  as  a  precise  and  accurate 
record.  The  scholars  and  theologians,  sceptical 
or  faithful,  are  now  agreed  that  such  a  literal 
reading  is  not  justified  or  demanded;  but  the 
power  of  the  story  never  did  rest  on  such 
assumptions  —  nor  ever  needed  them. 

In  the  mediaeval  mystery  plays  it  was 
perfectly  acceptable  to  invent  whole  new 
episodes  in  order  to  freshen  or  decorate  the 
basic  narrative,  and  no  one  protested  that  they 
were  not  in  the  canon.  They  understood  myth 
better  it  is  die  modem  literal  mind  that 
condemns  the  ancient  myth  as  inaccurate,  and 
which  talks  of  a  necessary  suspension  of 
disbelief  in  order  to  approach  ft  property.  But 
Christmas  is  not  an  intellectual  exercise;  it  is 
an  experience  of  the  mind,  heart  and  soul;  it 
calls  for  the  suspension  not  of  disbelief  but  of 
narrowness  and  reserve. 

In  a  world  where  life  can  be  ruined  or 
destroyed  in  a  tragic  instant  —  the  Armenian 
ffarrtwpalm  and  the  Lockerbie  air  disaster  are 
only  the  most  recent  awful  examples  — 
Christmas  is  no  cruel  mockery,  but  a  challenge. 
It  sees  human  suffering  not  as  the  point  of 
departure  for  despair,  but  as  an  opportunity  for 
people  to  make  room  for  humanity  in  spite  of 
it  Thus  have  the  Soviet  people  and  world 
responded  to  the  Armenian  disaster;  with  quiet 
strength  the  little  Scottish  town  begins  to 
rebuild  itself  Christinas  is  about  optimism, 
and  about  faith  in  the  race's  capacity  to  rise 
above  itself  Its  animal  celebration  is  a  moral 
and  spiritual  tonic;  and  a  civilization  which 
had  lost  the  taste  for  it  would  be  a  bleak  one 
indeed. 


O  LITTLE  TOWN 


rhere  will  be  little  joy  in  Bethlehem  this 
Ihristmas.  The  town  which  should  symbolize 
>eacc  and  good  will  is  riven  by  political  discord 
ind  civil  warfare.  The  lights  are  out,  the  shops 
tre  shut  and  road  blocks  and  metal  detectors 
Hand  between  the  Christian  pilgrims  and  their 
.brine. 

Bethlehem  has  long  been  accustomed  to 
iivision.  The  Russian  Orthodox,  Roman 
ratholic  and  Armenian  churches  who  all 
vorship  at  the  Church  of  the  Nativity  cannot 
■ven  agree  on  the  proper  date  for  Christmas, 
rhis  part  of  the  world  so  rich  in  Christian 
neaning  has,  in  addition,  become  a  battle 
irena  for  Arabs  and  Jews. 

That  fighting  now  involves  the  intifada,  the 
Vrab  uprising  which  started  12  months  ago  and 
till  shows  little  sign  of  being  quelled.  It  is  out 
if  respect  so  they  say,  for  more  than  330 
Palestinians  who  have  so  far  died  in  it  that 
icthlehem's  Arab  inhabitants  have  darkened 
his  year’s  Christmas  celebrations. 

But  this  month  has  brought  hope  as  well  as 
[loom  to  the  West  Bank.  Ten  days  ago  Mr 
lassir  Arafat  renounced  terrorism  and  reo 
ignizcd  Israel,  thereby  fulfilling  the  United 
hates’  most  basic  conditions  for  dialogue  with 
lis  Palestine  Liberation  Organization  (PLO). 
}nc  might  not  believe  that  the  PLO  means 
vhat  it  says,  but  even  the  feet  that  such  a 
issiparous  organization  can  say  it  is  stgnifi- 
ant.  The  swift  and  positive  response  which 
ame  from  Washington  opens  a  new  page  in 
gamine  history. 

What  comes  to  be  written  on  that  page  is 
mother  matier.  Mr  Arafat’s  change  of  tune  was 
jot  achieved  without  some  discord  in  his 
land.  His  efforts  must  soon  start  to  show 
esults.  or  his  statesmanship  could  herald  his 
>wn  destruction.  While  foe  US  response  was 
imeiv  and  constructive,  it  will  not  long  satisfy 
dr  Arafat’s  hardline  PLO  critics.  The  rush  of 
liplomatic  and  rhetorical  activity  in  the  last 
ortnighi  still  leaves  one  question  above  all 
ithers:  can  Mr  Arafat  deliver  the  entire  PLO  he 
■laims  to  lead,  in  obedience  to  the  decisions 
ind  new  direction  of  the  leadership? 

British  intervention,  in  the  form  of  Mr 
Villiam  Waldegrave’s  visit  to  Turns  and 
eru salem  next  month,  will  help  to  sustain  the 
nomentum  towards  answering  tins  question 
mtil  Mr  George  Bush  enters  the  White  Hquse. 
Jut  foe  push  towards  peace  must  effectively 
omc  from  Washington. 

How  effective  that  will  be  is  a  matter  tor 
peculation.  Since  Mr  Arafat  s  speech  to  the 
JN.  the  Israelis  have  at  last  formed  a  new 


Government  While  the  new  coalition  contains 
the  labour  Party,  the  balance  of  power  Hes 
with  the  right-wing  Likud.  With  Mr  Yitzhak 
Shamir  as  Prime  Munster  and  his  dose 
political  ally,  Mr  Moshe  Arens,  in  charge  of 
foreign  affairs,  it  is  hard  to  see  much  scope  for 
future  flexibility. 

The  new  policy  guidelines  emerging  from 
Jerusalem  represent  no  great  novelty.  The  path 
which  Mr  Shamir  is  willing  to  tread  remains 
that  mapped  out  at  Gamp  David  a  decade  ago. 
He  will  countenance  no  more  than  a  degree  of 
local  autonomy  for  the  occupied  territories, 
negotiated  not  with  the  FLO  but  with  Israel's 
Arab  neighbours  and  moderate  Arab  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza. 

This  is  less  than  realistic.  It  fails,  in  the  first 
place,  to  lake  account  of  the  pressures  on 
Israel’s  moderate  Arab  neighbours  —  and  on 
those  who,  on  the  West  Bank,  have  bravely 
shown  their  heads  above  the  parapet  as  peace- 
brokers.  It  is  also  doubtful  if  the  inhabitants  of 
the  territories,  after  more  than  a  year  of  lethal 
scrapping  with  the  Israeli  Army,  will  be 
satisfied  with  the  autonomy  that  Mr  Shamir 
envisages. 

There  is  still,  however,  a  glimmer  of  light 
this  Christmas.  For  one  thing,  even  Mr  Shamir 
perceived  the  need  for  Israel  to  respond  to  Mr 
Arafat’s  initiatives.  While  that  response  was 
uncompromising  and  dismissive,  one  could 
not  realistically  have  expected  anything  else. 
He  was  establishing  his  Government's  position 
at  the  start  of  a  period  during  which  it  will  face 
unprecedented  pressure  to  yield  ground.  There 
are  doubts  about  the  effectiveness  of  US 
pressure.  But  the  Israeli  economy  puts 
Jerusalem  in  a  poor  condition  to  resist. 

Moreover,  Israeli  policy  should  be  consis¬ 
tent.  During  the  last  two  years  of  the  recent 
natinnai  Government,  Mr  Peres  pursued  a 
foreign  policy  of  his  own,  which  was  largely  at 
with  that  of  his  own  prime  minister. 
However  much  the  West  might  have  wel¬ 
comed  his  more  flexible  approach,  the  only 
result  was  internal  mistrust  and  incoherence. 

In  fact,  Mr  Shamir,  although  no  innovator, 
is  not  beyond  beating  time  to  someone  else’s 
especially  to  a  variation  by  someone 
whom  he  trusts,  like  Mr  Arens.  If  he  does,  he 
knows  that  the  Cabinet  will  move  with  him. 
This  may  not  sound  much  like  good  cheer  for 
Bethlehem.  Bui  at  this  time  of  year,  it  is  some 
comfort  thaf  hope  has  some  chance  of 
contesting  the  ring  with  the  old  familiarities  of 
cynicism. 


:  appreciation 

i  Mr  Richard  King=ett 

n  1937  the  Stadtischc  Mu- 
.  Elberfeld.  sold  Picasso* 
>bat  and  Young  Harlequin  , 
l  had  been  given  to  them  20 
earlier.  They  sold  the  picture 
instigation  of  foe  Nazis,  who 
led  it  as  an  example  of 
«re  Kunsl  - degenerate  art  - 
i  then  realised  ihe  Swiss  franc 
alcnt  of  £3,800. 

:t  month  in  London  the 
rc  sold  for  £20.900,000  (re- 
November  29).  Each  genera- 
secs  pictures  through  din¬ 
eves  from  its  predecessors, 
wonder  if  the  Government 
io  allow  museums  to  sell  off 
med  art  is  wise  in  suggesting 
our  own  museums  should 
National  Socialist  policy 
sell  from  their  collections 
rvs  that  may  seem  unintercst- 
r  irrelevant  at  this  particular 

cn,  in  1930,  the  Herzog 


Anton  Ulrich  Museum  in  Bruns¬ 
wick  needed  money  to  repair  its 
building,  it  was  proposed  that  it 
should  sell  Vermeer’s  “Lady  with 
a  Wine  Glass"  to  finance  the 
operation.  This  suggestion  raised 
such  an  outcry  from  colleagues  in 
other  German  museums  that  the 
idea  was  dropped,  the  money  was 
found  by  other  means,  and  today 
the  Vermeer  remains  as  one  of  the 
special  treasures  of  that  marvel¬ 
lous  collection. 

2  hope  that  English  museums 
and  cathedrals  will  follow  Bruns¬ 
wick's  example  in  this  matter, 
rather  than  that  of  the  Nazis. 

Yours  faithfully,  _ 

RICHARD  KINGZETT, 

Thos.  Agnew  &  Sons  LnL, 

43  Old  Bond  Street,  Wl. 

Charity  cchordination 

From  Mr  F.  J.  &  Hmt 

Sir,  If  only  out  of  enlightened  sen- 

interest,  I  am  only  too  wilting  to 


contribute  to  an  appeal  for  fends 
10  help  to  conquer  cancer,  and 
indeed  do  so.  But  by  now  I  am 
confused  about  the  number  of 
organizations  involved  in  raising 
such  funds. 

Appeals  are  brought  to  our 
attention  through  the  post,  in 
press  advertisements,  and  through 
references  on  the  radio  and  trie- 
vision.  Genuine  collectors  for 
different  appeals  have  been 
known  to  operate  more  or  less  at 
the  same  time  even  on  this  road. 

Which  appeal  should  I  and  my 
family  support?  Is  there  any 
reason  why  the  various  organ¬ 
izations  involved  should  not 
merge,  or  agree  to  share  their 
resources  and  so  economise  on 
administrative  costs,  making  life 
easier  for  contributors  like  myself? 
Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  HURST, 

Hillsidft,  72BaDywiDanRoadi 

Fortrush,  Co.  Antrim. 
DccadberlS, 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


How  to  discourage  the  credit  boom  Defence  of  family  welfare  system 


From  Mr  Hugo  Kirby 
Sir,  I  have  been  put  on  foe  spot  by 
my  colleagues  to  suggest  an  alter¬ 
native  to  the  concept,  which  I 
believe  to  be  rather  naive,  that 
raising  interest  base  rates  from  10 
toll,  12  or  even  13  percent  curbs 
spending  by  consumers  already 
prepared  to  borrow  at  interest 
rates  exceeding  30  or  even  40  per 
cent  to  boy  a  new  fridge  or 
whatever  rise  on  HP. 

As  in  any  case  of  supply  and 

demand,  if  controlling  demand 
does  not  work,  one  is  forced  to 
look  ax  controlling  the  supply. 

Would  not  making  it  illegal  to 
lend  money  at  an  animal  percent¬ 
age  rate  of  twice  (or  even  thrice) 
the  base  rates  not  only  have  a 
popularist  appeal  (curbing  usury) 
but  also  discourage  exactly  that 
sort  of  credit  which  is  encouraging 
those  who  cannot  afford  it  to  fori 
the  spending  boom. 

IbpobrandefiBcrire^iiDresistibfc! 
Yours  faithfully, 

HUGO  KIRBY 
(Managing  Director), 

The  Astiey  Group  pic, 

2nd  Floor,  Harbour  Yard, 

Chelsea  Harbour,  SW1Q. 
December  10. 

From  Miss  Francoise  Poulain 
Sir,  I  recently  applied  to  a  local 
budding  society  for  a  cheque 
guarantee  card.  Though  I  have 
some  £500  residing,  with  this 
building  society  1  was  refused  a 
card,  I  quote,  “because  you  are 
just  18,  you  have  no  existing  credit 
or  store  cards,  and  are  not  an 
owner-occupier.” 

lam  18  and  though  I  now  live  at 
home,  cm  a  temporary  baas,  I 
have  supported  myself  since  leav¬ 
ing  school  slightly  before  my 
sixteenth  birthday.  My  Hank 
allowed  me  a  cheque  card  at  16 
when  1  opened  the  account. 

Would  the  bonding  society 
consider  me  more  creditworthy  if 
I  had  amassed  thousands  of 

K  worth  of  plastic  debt  that 
sot  repay? 

Yours  sincerely, 

francoise  poulain, 

BrockJehurst, 

York  Crescent, 

Aldershot,  Hampshire. 

December  14. 

From  MrJ.  JC  McA .  Tad 
Sir;  Mr  John  Ferry  (December  12) 
is  quite  correct  that  credit  issue  in 
excess  of  goods  and  services 
available  for  purchase  is  the  direct 
cause  of  inflation,  fiat  banks  and 
other  financial  houses  which  issue 
this  credit  have  no  direct  respon- 
sibility  for  limiting  the  credit  issue 
to  match  the  goods  available. 
Their  job  js  simply  to  make  their 
business  pay. 

Rjt  Government  to  undertake 
control  of  the  credit  issue  exposes 
their  operations  to  too  much 
political  pressure,  particularly 
near  election  time  since  the  results 
of  inflationary  operations  may  not 
be  frit  fora  year  or  more:  We  need 


a  non-political  body  to  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  credit  issue. 

Many  would  say  that  this  wonld 
be  impossible  for  so  sensitive  a 
task  but  in  fact  this  nation  is 
particularly  good  at  responsible 
non-party  public  bodies.  A  more 
potent  objection  would  be  the 
reluctance  of  any  sovereign  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  band  over  such  a 
potent  power. 

Yotns  faithfully, 

LK.McA.TOD 

(Member,  Economic  Research 

Council). 

Thorn,  Butts  Lawn, 

Brockenhum, 

Hampshire. 

December  15. 

From  Mr  Christopher  Godley 
Sir,  One  must  differentiate  be¬ 
tween  genuine  debt  and  planned 
payment.  Using  a  credit  card  for 
routine  purchases,  in  coder  to 
make  a  single  payment  at  tire  end 
of  each  month  (as  most  people 
must  surely  be  encouraged  to  do, 
by  the  penal  rates  of  interest)  does 
not  constitute  debt,  any  more  than 
settling  an  electricity  bill  at  the 
end  of  each  quarter. 

Genuine  indebtedness  should 
surely  only  include  those  accounts 
which  remain  outstanding  beyond 
the  normal  payment  date  and 
hence  start  attracting  interest.  I 
would  be  interested  to  know  if 
recent  figures  make  allowances  for 
these  two  factors. 

Yours  faithfully, 

CHRISTOPHER  GODLEY, 

Four  Fire, 

Mariey  Lane, 

Hademexe,  Surrey. 

December  19. 

From  Mr  A  A  Bentley 
Sir,  During  recent  times  there  has 
been  much  discussion  about  the 
use,  and  misuse  of  credit  cards, 
and  separately,  the  value  of  edu¬ 
cation. 

A  combination  of  the  two 
occurred  recently  in  one  of  my  A- 
levd  physics  lessons. 

We  were  discussing  the  prop¬ 
erties  of  ultra-violet  fight,  after 
which  we  had  a  practical  demon¬ 
stration.  Assorted  objects  were 
placed  in  the  fight,  some  of  which 
glowed. 

One  student  placed  his  Barriay- 
cand  in  the  fight,  and  to  our 
surprise  a  copy  of  the  Visa  dove 
appeared  in  the  middle  of  the  card, 
covering  about  a  third  of  its  area. 
After  farther  discussion  we  de¬ 
cided  that  this  was  an  anti-forgery 
device,  and  not  as  one  student 
suggested  “a  CND  mole  in  the 
Visa  system". 

This  did  prompt  me  to  think, 
though  this  may  not  be  the  CND 
dove  of  peace,  it  might  be  the  Visa 
dove  of  peace-ofrztind. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  A.  BENTLEY, 

74  Gotch  Road, 

Kettering,  Northamptonshire; 
December  1Z 


Channel  tunnel  delay 

From  Mr  K.  W.  Groves 
Sir,  Your  report  (December  14) 
that  the  Channel  tunnel  is  now  six 
months  behind  schedule,  before 
the  baring  of  the  undersea  rail 
tunnels  and  the  real  problems 
have  begun,  should  cause  great 
concern.  It  will  not  surprise  those 
who  are  famtKar  with  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  bored  tirnndling.  Hon- 
shu-Hokaido  in  Japan,  recently 
completed,  which  is  the  only 
tumid  of  comparable  length,  was 
10  years  late  and  three  times 
budget.  It  is  therefore  naive  for 
analysts  to  report  that  “the  delay 
can  be  made  up".  They  cannot 
know. 

I  suggest  that  it  Is  highly 
nnhkdy  that  this  project  will  be 
completed  with  private  finance 
and  yet  this  was  the  precondition 
of  Government  support.  One 
would  therefore  hope  that  alter¬ 
native  strategies  are  being  devel¬ 
oped  in  the  Department  of 
Transport  for  implementation  if 
construction  delays  exhaust  pri¬ 
vate  funding. 

There  are  a  variety  of  choices. 
What  is  not  tenable  is  the  current 
policy  that  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  win  “walk  away"  from  the 
scheme  if  it  fails.  Others  won’t. 
Yours  faithfully, 

K.W.  GROVES, 

Park  Cottage,  3  Park  Lane, 
Sevenoaks,  Kent 
December  15. 


Flooding  on  the  Fen 

From  Mr  John  Bleek 
Sir,  Dr  H.  E.  Mason  (November 
25)  foresees  a  major  disaster  as  a 
result  of  the  proposed  new 
Westmere  settlement  near  Wil- 
burton,  Cambridgeshire,  being  in¬ 
undated  by  flood  waters.  In 
particular  she  is  concerned  by  the 
increased  flood  risk  represented 
by  rising  sea  levels  resulting  from 
the  ^greenhouse  effect”. 

As  consulting  engineers  for  the 
settlement,  may  we  assure  Dr 
Mason  ami  your  readers  that  a 
property  ^engineered  flood-protec¬ 
tion  embankment  will  be  con¬ 
structed  on  its  south,  east  and  west 
sides.  The  northern  part  will  be 
constructed  on  higher  land  and  the 
boundary  will  not  require  such 
protection. 

Design  standards  for  the 
embankment,  agreed  with  Anglian 
Water  Authority,  will  ensure  that 
Westmere’s  flood-protection  stan¬ 
dards  wfll  be  at  least  equivalent  to 
those  used  in  the  protection  of 
London.  The  design  of  the 
embankment  will  take  into  ac¬ 
count  predicted  increases  in  sea 
level  along  with  all  other  relevant 
factors  such  as  the  long-term 
subsidence  of  the  East  Anglian 
region. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  BLEEK, 

Ove  Arup  and  Partners, 

13  Frtzroy  Street,  WJ. 

December  21. 


From  the  Parliamentary 
Undersecretary  of  State 
for  Social  Security 
Sir,  Hermione  Parker’s  article^ 
“Tire  meanest  trap  of  all"  (Decem¬ 
ber  20).  began  by  complaining 
about  the  so-called  mythology 
surrounding  tire  social  security 
benefit  system.  But  what  she  went 
on  to  say.  in  an  apparently 
authoritative  way,  contained  not 
so  much  mythology,  as  horror 
tales  worthy  of  the  Brothers 
Grimm,  and  with  about  as  much 
relationship  with  reality. 

For  example,  at  a  time  when  all 
parties  are  agreed  on  the  need  for 
the  Government  to  do  all  it  can  to 
publicise  family  credit  and 
encourage  take-up,  what  is  the 
point  oiHermione  Parker  alleging 
that  claimants  mil  be  faced  with 
“queues,  the  constantly 


telephones,  lost  Giros,  and  fraud 
squads"? 

No  one  fa  forced  to  queue  for 
family  credit.  Tire  process  of 
claiming  is  handled  by  post  It  can 
be  paid  direct  to  a  bank  or 
building  society.  People  who  have 
enquiries  to  make  about  eligibility 
or  tire  progress  of  a  claim  can 
enquire  through  their  local  Social 
Security  office,  who  have  direct 
telephone  access  to  the  Family 
Credit  Unit. 

Presumably  the  mention  of  the 
fraud  squads  was  meant  to  make 
some  general  point  about  the  way 
in  which  the  DSS  views  all  its 
customers.  If  so  it  was  contempt¬ 
ible. 

In  fact  Hermione  Parker  really 
seems  to  want  it  all  ways  when  it 
comes  to  attacking  family  credit. 
On  the  one  hand,  she  alleges  that 
because  it  is  paid  for  six  months  at 
a  time;  irrespective  of  changing 
circumstances,  it  cannot  cope  with 
the  changing  family  circumstances 
and  uncertainty  faced  by  poorer 
claimants.  But  then  she  alleges 
that  this  very  arrangement  means 
that  “it  is  unlikely  that  all  those 
drawing  family  credit  really  need 
it".  That  really  is  Hke  a  defence  of 


alternative  alibi  for  Hermione 
Parker’s  argument.  One  of  the 
virtues  of  family  credit  as  abenefit 
is  that  it  is  available  to  a  broader 
range  of  people  than  FIS  (family 
income  supplement)  was,  rec¬ 
ognising  that  the  margins  may 
have  bexm  drawn  too  tightly  in  the 
past. 

While  everyone  agrees  that 
take-up  is  not  yet  up  to  desirable 
levels,  one  thing  it  is  possible  to 
deduce  reasonably  from  the 
expenditure  pattern  so  far  is  that 
those  with  the  higher  levels  of 
entitlement  are  already  claiming 
successfully.  This  hardly  supports 
a  view  that  the  benefit  is  going  to 
people  who  really  do  not  need  it; 
and  it  is  rather  dishonest,  in  the 
next  breath,  to  extol  the  virtues  of 
child  benefit  as  a  satisfactory 
alternative.  Whatever  the  merits 
or  otherwise  of  child  benefit,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  at  all  that  it  goes 
to  many  people  who  really  could 
be  said  not  to  need  it. 

It  is  possible,  by  selective 
example,  to.  make  contrived, 
hypothetical  points  about  people 
still  bring  better  off  out  of  work 
than  in.  Fewer  than  20,000  people 
currently  in  work  would  be  better 
off  unemployed  and  claiming 
income  support.  Only  a  quarter  of 
those  people  have  families  with 
children  (Le^  eligible  for  family 
credit). 

The  number  of  people  who  have 
a  potential  out-of-work  income 
that  comes  within  90  per  cent  of 
their  current  wage  is  less  than 
100,000.  In  any  case,  arguments  of 
this  kind  tend  to  ignore  totally  the 
fact  that  most  people,  whether 
they  have  families  or  not,  do  want 
the  dignity  of  a  job.  Family  credit 
brings  that  comfortably  within  the 
reach  of  many. 

Yours  faithfully, 

PETER  LLOYD. 

Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Security, 

Richmond  House, 

79  Whitehall,  SW1. 

December  23. 


Space  achievement 

FromMrKametk  W.  Gotland 
Sir,  Many  congratulations  to 
cosmonauts  Vladimir  Titov  and 
Musa  Manarov  on  their  epic 
achievement  on  December  21  of  a 
yearlong  space  flight  (report, 
December  22).  They  and  their 
support  teams  —  engineers,  sci¬ 
entists,  doctors  —  have  written  a 
golden  chapter  in  the  annals  of 
space  exploration. 

I  was  privileged  to  discuss  the 
future  of  space  exploration  with 
Yuri  Gagarin  in  1964  and,  in 
London,  celebrated  the  triumph  of 
Valentina  Tereshkova  with  the 
first  space  lady  herself  also  in 
1964.  We  in  Britain  who  follow 
the  development  of  international 
space  programmes  day  by  day 
salute  Titov  and  Manarov  for  their 
supreme  courage  and  enterprise. 

When  the  first  human  explorers 
arrive  on  Mars  tbeir  names — and 
those  of  other  long-duration 
cosmonauts — will  be  recalled  with 
honour  as  pathfinders. 

Yours  etc., 

KENNETH  W.  GATLAND 
(President,  British  Interplanetary 
Society,  1974-76), 

10  Brook  Mead, 

Ewell, 

Epsom,  Surrey. 

December  22. 

TV  standards 

From  Mr  Philip  Middleton 
Sir,  Apropos  Maxy-Anne  Sieg- 
harfs  article  “Keeping  TTY'S  jew¬ 
els"  (December  13)  there  is  a 
simpler  way  to  ensure  that  TV 
companies  have  enough  money  to 
make  decent  programmes  and 
then  ensure  that  they  satisfy  the 
viewing  public  while  still  paying  a 
decent  levy  for  their  licences. 

The  levy  should  come  not  on 
presentation  of  the  licence,  but 
periodically  based  on  viewing 
figures.  The  more  successful  the 
programme  the  bigger  the  levy.  If 
you  can’t  attract  audiences  you 
lose  your  licence. 

Profits  after  production  works 
should  likewise  be  levied,  which 
will  remove  the  temptation  to  buy 
in  American  and  Australian  junk. 
Yours  escL, 

PHILIP  MIDDLETON, 
Dashwood  House, 

69  Old  Broad  Street,  EC2. 
December  13. 


Status  of  Eritrea 

From  the  Ambassador  of  the 
People's  Republic  of  Ethiopia 
Sir,  Despite  our  efforts  to  put 
across  our  principled  and  un¬ 
ambiguous  stand  on  the  issue  (the 
problem  in  northern  Ethiopia) 
some  sectors  of  the  media,  includ¬ 
ing  your  newspaper,  seem  deter¬ 
mined  to  ignore  them.  Your 
leading  article  of  December  3  is  a 
casern  point. 

The  whole  message  of  the  article 
seems  to  revolve  around  the 
misguided  idea  that  Eritrea  has 
been  ‘‘forcibly  annexed",  and 
therefore  the  United  Nations 
should  intervene.  The  UN  played 
its  role  when  ft  was  needed.  The 
situation  now  is  totally  different. 
The  conflict  in  foe  northern  part 

ofEthinpia  is  an  internal  matter  nf 
a  sovereign  state,  which  is  ab¬ 
solutely  clear  to  the  UN  and  the 
Organisation  of  African  Unity. 

The  Eritrean  people,  through 
thrir  democratically  rieried  mem¬ 
bers  of  ihe  then  assembly,  realized 
their  rigb*  to  self-determination 
when  they  opted  to  abolish  the 
federal  status  for  a  complete 
reunion  with  their  Motherland  in 
1962. 

Unity  was  not  actually  effected 
at  the  stroke  of  a  pen.  It  rather 
took  an  evolutionary  process  of 
fomyearaforEritreannKmbeisaf 


Parliament  to  come  to  terms  with 
a  final  decision.  First  and  fore¬ 
most,  they  abrogated  the  penal 
laws  of  the  colonial  era  and 
adopted  Ethiopian  penal  laws. 
Eritrea’s  standard  flag  was  re¬ 
placed  by  the  tricolours  at  Ethio¬ 
pia.  This  was  followed  some  years 
later  by  the  decision  to  unite  with 
Ethiopia. 

The  countries  mentioned  in  the 
editorial  and  the  United  Nations 
kept  their  “sflence”  out  of  tbeir 
commitment  to  respect  the  wishes 
ofthe  vast  majority  of  the  Eritrean 
people  and  because  there  was 
nothing  illegal  that  would  have 
prompted  them  to  act  otherwise. 
Thatls  why  the  "dossier*  related 
to  this  question  is  dosed  once  and 
foralL 

Yours  sincerely, 

TEFERRA  HAILE-SELASSIE, 
Embassy  of  the  People’s  Demo¬ 
cratic  Republic  of  Ethiopia 
17  Prince's  Gstie^  SW7. 

December  7. 

From  Mr  H,  P.  Elliott 
Sir*  As  Mr  R.  M.  Purcell  rightly 
says  (December  12),  it  is  now  a 
direct  Soviet  interest  to  bring  the 
cruel  Eritrean  war,  which  neither 

Letters  to  the  Editor  should  cany 
a  daytime  telephone  amber.  They 
may  be  sent  to  a  fax  aniber  — 
(01)7825646. 


side  can  win,  to  anend,  and  to  put 
pressure  on  Mengistu  to  come  to 
terms.  It  is  also  a  Western  interest, 
particularly  for  Britain.  And  the 
UN  has  a  key  role. 

Britain  administered  Eritrea  for 
10  years  after  World  War  H 
Before  leaving  Britain,  with  Amer¬ 
ica,  got  the  UN  General  Assembly 
to  adopt  in  1950  the  plan  under 
which  Eritrea  would  obtain  full 
autonomy  within  an  Ethiopian 
-  federation. 

When  the  Emperor  annexed 
Eritrea  in  1962,  we  made  no 
protest  But  this  remains  the 
unfinished  item  on  the  agenda  of 
the  Genera]  Assembly.  The  war 
which  followed  the  annexation  has 
greatly  escalated  in  violence  and 
manse  starvation  ever  since  Men¬ 
gistu  seized  power  in  1974*  sup¬ 
ported  by  Soviet  military  aid  and 
hardware  on  a  huge  scale. 

I  know  many  senior  Eritreans 
who  look  back  with  gratitude  on 
the  period  of  British  administra¬ 
tion.  They  still  hope  that  Britain 
will  ran  forget,  but  will  press  the 
UN  to  taddefts  unfinished  business. 
Yours  sincerely, 

HUGH  P.  ELLIOTT, 

Flat  8,  Rosewood  Lodge, 

79  Wickham  Road, 

Shirley, 

Croydon,  Surrey. 

December  15. 


Egg  fever 

From  Mr  F.  David  Skidmore 
Sir,  The  science  of  bacteriology  is 
quantitative.  The  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
should  not  only  have  been  regu¬ 
larly  monitoring  the  recent  salmo¬ 
nella  infestation  rates  in  poultry 
flocks  and  infection  of  eggs  but 
publishing  the  results  in  a  form 
which  the  general  public  could 
understand.  Routine  random  test¬ 
ing  must,  in  future,  be  mandatory, 
and  the  results  should  be  available 
for  public  inspection. 

Ibis  random  sampling  tech¬ 
nique  has  been  an  established 
function  of  ministry  vets  since  the 
1920s.  We  should  remember  that 
the  safety  of  milk  supplies  m  the 
UK  through  tuberculin  testing  of 
cattle  was  provided  in  the  face  of 
concerted  protest  by  fanners  and 
dairies. 

‘  There  was  no  excuse  for  Mrs 
Currie’s  lax  use  of  language  in  the 
television  interview  which  prop¬ 
erty  led  to  her  resignation.  How¬ 
ever,  there  is  no  morality  in 
compensating  any  egg  producer 
who  is  shown  by  bacteriological 
testing  to  be  the  purveyor  of 
contaminated  food.  Recompense 
for  the  financial  effects  of  the 
minister's  verbal  inexactitude 
should  only  go  to  those  producers 
whose  eggs  are  sterile. 

Yours  faithfully, 

DAVID  SKIDMORE, 

109  Hart  ey  Street,  Wl. 

December  20. 

Father’s  footsteps 

From  Mr  Henry  G.  Button 
Sir,  Mr  R.  Josiah  Pratt  (December 
3)  mentions  three  generations  of 
his  ancestors  who  were  succes¬ 
sively  vicars  of  St  Stephen’s  in  the 
G'tyfrom  1824  to  1911.  There  are 
at  least  three  instances  of  fathers 
and  sons  whose  successive  incum¬ 
bencies  spanned  more  than  a 
century. 

The  record  seems  to  belong  to 
Edward  Beadon  and  his  son 
Frederick,  who  were  rectors  of 
North  Stoneham,  in  Hampshire, 
from  1760  to  1879.  The  father 
served  from  1760  to  1810  and  his 
son  from  1810  to  1879. 

Yours  faithfully, 

HENRY  G.  BUTTON, 

7  Amhurst  Court, 

Grange  Road,  Cambridge. 

From  Mrs  F.  V.  B.  Witts 
Sir,  My  late  husband’s  great¬ 
grandfather,  the  Reverend  Francis 
Edward  Witts,  and  his  grandfather 
the  Reverend  Edward  Francis 
Writs,  and  his  father  Canon 
Frauds  Edward  Broome  Witts, 
followed  each  other  without  a 
break,  from  1808  to  1913  as 
rectors  of  St  Peter’s  Church, 
Upper  Slaughter,  Gloucestershire. 
Yours  faithfully, 

ALICE  M.  WITTS, 

The  Dingle, 

Upper  Slaughter, 

Cheltenham,  Gkwcestershire. 

Sweetness  and  light 

From  Mr  John  Ebon 
Sir,  We  are  told  by  Michael 
Palmer  (December  17)  that  the 
choice  of  wine  to  accompany 
dessert  (“fruit  and  nuts*)  is 
comparatively  easy.  I  wonder  if  he 
has  heard  an  old  French  adage 
confided  to  me  by  an  elderly 
English  francophile: 

Vtn  surjruit  —  nuit! 

Fruit  sur  vin — divird 

For  which  I  dare  to  offer  a  loose 
translation: 

Wine  with  fruit  —  a  thing  to  miss! 
Fruit  to  follow  —  heavenly  bliss! 
Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  ELTON, 

3  Raymer  Court, 

St  Albans,  Hertfordshire. 
December  17. 
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SOCIAL 

NEWS 


Leslie  M’Caw 


Princess  Alice  Duchess  of 
Gloucester  and  Princess  Alexan¬ 
dra  celebrate  their  birthdays  on 
Christinas  Day. 


The  Light  at  the  inn 


Birthdays 


CHRISTMAS  EVE:  Mr  A.T. 
Baillie,  diplomat,  56;  Miss  Jill 
Bennett,  actress.  57;  Mr  Colin 
Cowdrey,  cricketer,  56;  Briga¬ 
dier  Dame  Barbara  Cozens, 
former  director.  Army  Nursing 
Services,  82;  Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nel  Sir  Vivian  Dunn,  military 
musician,  80;  Sir  Gerald  Elliot, 
chairman,  Christian  Salvesen, 
65;  Sir  Nicholas  Fairbaim,  QC, 


MP,  55;  Mr  Ernest  Fernyhough, 
former  MP,  80;  Sir  Stafford 


Foster-Sutton,  QC,  90;  Miss 
Ava  Gardner,  actress,  66;  Mr 
Jeremy  Himlley,  racehouse 
trainer,  45;  Dame  Joan 
Kelleher,  former  director, 
WRA C,  73;  Sir  Noel  Moynihan, 
former  chairman.  Save  the 
Children  Fund,  72;  Miss  Thea 
Porter,  fashion  designer,  61;  Mr 
J.D.  Taylor,  MP,  51;  Viscount 
Thurso,  66;  Dr  WE.  van 
Heyningen,  founding  master,  St 
Gross  College,  Oxford,  77;  Mr, , 
Philip  Ziegler,  author,  59. 


CHRISTMAS  DAY:  Lord 
Annan,  72;  Baroness  Berners, 
87;  Mr  James  Bolger,  racehorse 
trainer,  47;  Miss  SJ.  Browne, 
principal,  Newnhaxn  College, 
64;  Mr  Kenny  Everett,  broad¬ 
caster,  44;  Lord  Grade,  82;  the 
Ven  Noel  Jones,  Bishop-des¬ 
ignate  of  Sod  or  and  Man,  56; 
Miss  Annie  Lennox,  singer,  34; 
Sir  Peter  Matthews,  former 
Chief  Constable  of  Surrey.  71; 
Mr  Ismail  Merchant,  film  pro¬ 
ducer,  52;  Sir  Charles  Mott- 
Radcjyfie,  former  MP.  77;  Sir 
Geoffrey  Oxgane,  anaesthetist, 
80;  Professor  Phyflida  Paraloe, 
professor  of  social  work,  58;  Mr 
Nigel  Starmer-Smith.  sports 
commentator,  44,  Sir  Noel 
Stockdale.  life  president,  Asda- 
MFI,  68;  Lord  Westwood  81. 


Smothered  beneath  the  displays  of 
colourful  but  flimsy  trappings,  designed 
mote  to  lighten  our  pockets  rather  than 
enlighten  our  mind*?  this  mid-winter 
festival,  there  is  a  story  about  a  new¬ 
born  child  whose  advent  coincided  with 
much  inconvenience  but  exceptional 
joy. 

Who  the  mysterious  infant  eventually 
declared  himself  to  be  has  tended  to 
become  uncertain  with  the  passing 
centuries,  particularly  during  the  over¬ 
crowded  and  critical  schedules  of  this 
modem  age. 

It  was  the  Roman  provincial  gov¬ 
ernor,  almost  40  years  later,  who 
stumbled  upon  the  question  of  a 
prisoner’s  identity  and  status.  The  reply 
of  Jesus  to  Pontius  Pilate  implicitly 
affirmed  his  sovereignty  but  carefully 
pointed  out  that  his  kradgom  was  in  no 
wise  based  upon  tile  systems  and  ways 
ofthis  world.  The  primary  reason  for  his 

birth,  he  said,  “the  purpose  for  which  he 
had  come  into  the  world  was  to  bear 
witness  to  the  truth”;  his  kingly  au¬ 
thority  lay  elsewhere  (John  18,14). 

Perhaps  his  mother,  sometime  in  his 
boyhood  days,  had  shown  him  what 
remained  of  the  myrrh  and  frankincense 
(hardly  the  gold)  which  had  been  offered 
to  his  infant  majesty  in  Bethlehem  years 
before.  Anyway,  it  was  a  perplexed 
Pilate  himself  who  wrote  the  royal  title 
that  was  to  be  affixed  above  the  thorn- 
crowned  claimant’s  head  a  few  hours 
later. 

The  reality  and  nature  of  this  man’s 
rank  was  demonstrated  a  few  days 
afterwards.  The  first  Gospel  concludes 
by  stating  that  after  his  death  and  burial 
the  resurrected  Jesus  commissioned  his 
apostles  with  the  words:  “All  authority 
in  heaven  and  on  earth  has  been  given 
to  me."  That  supremacy,  reiterated  in 
the  apostolic  epistles  to  die  Church,  is  a 
far  ay  from  the  other  red-robed  bat 


corpulent  figure  associated  by  most 
children  with  the  activities  of  Christmas 
Eve. 

The  Church  has  always  been  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  numerous  scriptural 
statements  dealing  with  die  true  identity 
of  this  Jew  (such  as  Acts  17, 24-31),  who 
was  the  first-born  son  of  Mary  living  at 
Nazareth  in  Galilee.  His  imperial  title  is 
not  described  in  provincial  terms  as 
Pilate’s  briefly  was.  It  was  certainly 
more  extensive  titan  any  ruler  of  tire 
Roman  Empire  could  claim  for  it  was 
without  limit  in  extent  or  duration 
(John  12, 41:  Hebrews  1,  2 :  Rom?  ns  8, 
38/9).  But  personal  identity  is  difficult 
to  define  precisely:  our  assessments  of 
other  people  are  biased,  and  we  are 
often  strangers  to  ourselves,  our  con¬ 
cepts  are  too  restricted. 

There  are  ample  grounds  in  the  New 
Testament  for  the  belief  that  Jesus  was 
truly  human,  “made  in  most  respects 
just  like  his  fellow-men”  (but  with  an 
access  to  and  consciousness  of  the 
Father  that  we  do  not  have). 

It  could  be  said  that  in  the  timeless 
inter-communion  of  the  Deity,  the 
Adamic  disaster  had  been  anticipated 
and  precautions  had  been  taken;  the 
Lamb  would  be  slain  (John  1, 29  and  36) 
and  everything,  in  heaven  as  well  as 
earth,  would  be  hallowed  by  the 
reconciliation  effected  through  the  Man 
who  would  say;  “I  am  the  bread  of  Life 
...  I  am  the  Light  of  the  world  —  I  am  the 
Resurrection  and  the  Life.” 

It  may  still  seem  preposterous  to  us 
that  so  vast  a  process  and  so  gracious  a 
God-gift  should  be  inaugurated  by  the 
introduction  into  human  history  of  a 
babe,  bom  by  candlelight  in  the  rear 
shed  of  a  country  inn.  It  is  reported  that 
the  event  was  marvellously  publicised 
in  the  vicinity  of  Bethlehem  but  the  only 
notable  action  taken  by  “the  authori¬ 
ties’*  (not  limited  to  Judea)  occurred  a 


Forthcoming  marriages  L  science  report 


Mr  R.TJL  Lloyd 
and  Miss  W.SJVL  Schnt 
The  engagnnenz  is  announced 
between  Timothy,  eldest  son  of 
Sir  Richard  and  Lady  Lloyd,  of 
Sundridge.  Kent,  and  Wif- 
hdmina,  younger  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  GJfLA-  Schut,  of 
Amstelveen,  The  Netherlands. 


Mr  DA.  Eaton 
and  Miss  J-E.  Craig 
Mr  and  Mrs  Peter  Craig,  of  Bury 
St  Edmunds.  Suffolk,  are 
pleased  to  announce  the  engage- 
meat  of  their  daughter,  Julie 
Elizabeth,  to  David  Andrew, 
son  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Frederick 
Eaton,  ofWaimead,  London. 


Dr  DS.  Nicholas 
and  Miss  PJ.  Seal 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  David,  only  son  of  Dr 
and  Mrs  Stuart  Nicholas,  and 
Penelope,  only  daughter  of  the 
Reverend  and  Mrs  Philip  Seal, 
of  The  Rectory,  Portesham, 
Dorset. 


Cancer:  Boosting 
the  immune  system 


Mr  S.W.  Argenbright 
and  Mis  V.G.  Ryder 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Steven,  only  son  of  Mr 
L.  Argenbright,  of  Roneoak, 
Virginia,  and  Mrs  Stone,  of 
Sussex,  and  Valerie  (nfie  King), 
only  daughter  of  the  fate  Mr  and 
Mrs  J-A.  King,  of  Pembridge, 
Herefordshire. 


Mr  T.WjV.  Fairiie 
and  Miss  JJM.  Trams 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Timothy,  second  son  of 
Mr  F.L  Fairiie,  of  Midhurst, 
Sussex,  and  the  fate  Mrs  Fairiie. 
and  Jane,  youngest  daughter  of, 
Mr  T.  Travers  and  the  fate  Mrs 
Travels,  of  9  Booker  Street, 
Anadale,  Western  Australia 
6156. 


Mr  A.  O’CaBuar 
and  Miss  &  Hawthorne 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Andrew,  son  of  Mr  P. 
O’Connor,  of  Little  Singleton, 
and  Mrs  C.  O’Connor,  of 
Birmingham,  and  Samantha 
daughter  of  the  Reverend  and 
Mrs  John  Hawthorne,  of 
Tetbory  Vicarage,  Glou¬ 
cestershire. 


Dr  &A.  Barrett 
and  Miss  S.  Ames  . 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Andrew  Barrett,  of 
Pudsey  and  Putney,  and  Susan 
Jane  Ames,  of  Norwich. 


Mr  RJ.  Bowell 
and  Miss  CAJe  H.  Bell 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Robert,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  R.  Bowell,  of  Manchester, 
and  Catherine,  eldest  daughter 
ofMrand  Mrs  MJ.de  H.  Bell,  of 
Milford-on-Sea,  Hampshire  and 
Rcigatc,  Surrey. 


Mr  Q.MJJ.  Freeman 
and  Miss  P-A-  Ball 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Quentin,  younger  son 
of  the  fate  Mr  Michael  Freeman 
and  of  Mrs  Cynthia  Freeman,  of 
Berkfaamsted.  Hertfordshire, 
and  Polly,  second  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Geoffrey  Ball,  of 
Shoreham.  Kent. 


Mr  TJVL  Perks 
and  Miss  GS.  Brooke 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Timothy,  younger  son 
of  the  late  Mr  and  Mrs  Michael 
Anthony  Perks,  and  Carolyn, 
eldest  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Peter  Brooke,  of  Tarrant 
GunviHe.  Dorset.  Timothy  and 
Carolyn  are  currently  residing  in 
the  USA. 


Mr  AJ.  Gardiner 
aid  Miss  LF.  Hughes 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Fraser,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  A.F.  Gardiner,  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  and  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Mr  and  Mrs  Brian  Hughes,  of 
Tybroughton,  Whitchurch. 


lieutenant  AJL  Cowes 
and  Mbs  HJ.  Woodcock 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Lieutenant  Andrew 
Bruce  Cowen,  1st  Battalion 
Prince  of  Wales's  Own  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Yorkshire,  and  Miss 
Helen  Joan  Woodcock,  of 
Scalby,  Scarborough. 


Mr  R.  Heerbeck 
and  Miss  JJS.  ScnrfieU 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Richard,  only  son  of 
Mrs  Margaret  Heerbeck,  ofWal- 
tham  on  the  Wolds,  Leicester¬ 
shire,  and  the  late  Mr  A. 
Heerbeck,  and  Jane,  eldest 
daughter  of  Mrs  Ann  Scurfield 
and  Mr  Hugh  Scurfield,  of 
Norfolk. 


Mr  D-T.  Sandlson 
and  Miss  HJ.  Sharp 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  David,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  D.  Sandison,  Scarborough, 
North  Yorkshire,  and  Heather, 
second  daughter  of  Mr  N_M_ 
Sharp,  Letham  Grange,  Angus, 
and  the  late  Mrs  IJC  Christie 
and  stepdaughter  of  Mis  MA 
Sharp. 


MrJLSnnacks 
and  Miss  LJJ.  Davies 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  John,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mis  J.H.G.  Sunnucks,  of  Fast 
Mersea  Hall,  Colchester,  Essex, 
and  Lucmder,  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  G.V.G  Davies,  of! 
Whatley  House,  Frome,  | 
Somerset. 


Mr  AJ?.  Dunham 
and  Miss  NJE.  Stewart 
The  engagement  is  announced  - 
between  Aidan  Peter,  younger 
son  of  Professor  and  Mrs  Ansel 
Dunham,  of  Hallaton, 
Leicestershire,  and  Norma 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Carl  Stewart,  of  Heddon- 
on-the-Wall,  Northumberland. 


Mr  HJ.  Longman 
and  Dr  AX.  Armstrong 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Harold  John,  eldest  son 
of  Canon  and  Mis  Edward 
Longman,  of  Sutton  Coldfield, 
and  Alison  Louise,  elder  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Colonel  and  Mrs  William 
E.I.  Armstrong,  of  South  Wirral, 
Cheshire. 


Mr  W.M.  Wright 
and  Miss  JJL  Whittle 
The  engagement  is  annnnnred 
between  William  Mark,  younger 
son  of  Mr  and  Mrs  W.  Wright, 
of  CuMey,  Yorkshire,  and  Julia 
Ann,  elder  daughter  ofMrs  BJri. 
Whittle,  of  Mansfield,  Not¬ 
tinghamshire,  and  the  fate  Mr 
L.R.  Whittle. 


Latest  wills 


Mr  Robin  John  Skelton,  of 
Alderley  Edge, 

Cheshire _ £545.975. 

Mis  Margaret  Louise  Kay- 
Smith,  of  Rickmansworth, 

Herts _ £458,175. 

Mr  Frederick  William  Kenneth 
Steuuert,  of  Broadstairs, 

Kent _ £315,782. 

Mr  David  Harold  Thomas,  of 

Southampton - £284.489. 

Mrs  Kathleen  Sharp,  of  Hyibe, 

Kent- . . £368,093. 


Anniversaries  Tomorrow 


Mr  Graham  Matthews  wishes 
his  friends  at  home  and  abroad  a 
Merry  Christmas  and  a  very 
Happy  New  Year. 


Today 

BIRTHS:  John,  reigned  1199- 
1216,  Oxford,  1167;  George 
Crabbe,  poet,  Aldeburgfa,  Suf¬ 
folk,  1754;  James  Joule,  physi¬ 
cist,  Salford,  Lancashire.  1818; 
John  Moriey,  Viscouta  Moriey 
of  Blackburn,  statesman  and 
writer,  Blackburn.  1838;  Mat¬ 
thew  Arnold,  Laleham,  Middle¬ 
sex.  1822;  Juan  Ramon 
Jimenez,  poet,  Nobel  laureate 
1956,  Moguer,  Spain,  1881. 
DEATHS:  William  Makepeace 
Thackeray,  London,  1863;  Al¬ 
ban  Berg,  composer,  Vienna, 
1935. 


BIRTHS:  Sr  Isaac  Newton, 
mathematician  and  astronomer, 
1642;  William  Collins,  poet, 
1721;  Alexander  Scriabin,  com¬ 
poser,  1872;  Mohammed  Ali 
Jinnah,  first  governor-general  of 
Pakistan  1947-48,  1876;  Mau¬ 
rice  Utrillo,  painter,  1883; 
Dame  Rebecca  West,  novelist 
and  critic,  1892;  Humphrey 
Bogart,  film  actor,  1899. 
DEATHS:  Karel  Capek.  drama¬ 
tist,  1938;  W.  C  Fields,  film 
comedian,  1946;  Sir  Charles 
(“Charire”)  Chaplin,  1977. 

The  Pilgrim  Fathers  lauded  at 
Plymouth  Rock,  Massachusetts, 
1620. 


In  the  war  on  cancer  there  are 
occasional  successes.  Re¬ 
searchers  at  the  US  National 
Cancer  Institute  in  Bethesda 
repot  this  week  on  a  new 
cancer  therapy  that  success¬ 
fully  reduced  tumour  size  in 
some  ptiMire  with  malignant 
melanoma,  a  usually  fatal 
form  of  cancer. 

Although  the  therapy  is  still 
being  refined,  and  may  never 
be  widely  available,  it  is  n  new 
approach  to  treating  cancer 
that  may  have  broader 
applications  in  the  future. 

The  therapy  is  called  adop¬ 
tive  immunotherapy,  because 
it  oses  a  patient’s  own  immune 
gygtemtoqmhatthecanceT.lt 
was  first  developed  about 
three  yean  ago  by  National 
Cancer  Institute  researcher 
Steven  Rosenberg.  His  latest 
results  appear  in  the  Decem¬ 
ber  22  issue  of  Tie  New 
England  Journal  of  Medicine. 

A  type  of  blood  cells  called 
lymphocytes  act  as  natural 
killer  cells  fra:  the  immune 
system,  turning;  down  tumour 
cells  and  destroying  them.  Bat 
when  cancer  progresses,  these 
natural  defences  are  over¬ 
whelmed.  Rosenberg  and  his 
coBeagnes  have  found"  a 
particular  form  of  lymphocyte 
that  has  a  special  attraction 
for  tamops  which  they  call 
tumour  ■^ifiltraatmg  lympho¬ 
cytes,  or  TTL  for  short. 

The  therapy  involves  remov¬ 
ing  the  TIL  cells  from  a 
patient’s  tumoar,  purifying 
and  activating  then  in  the 
laboratory,  then  reinjecting 
them  into  die  patient  with  the 
hope  that  they  will  reraffltrate 
the  tumour  with  sufficient 
vigour  to  destroy  it. 

The  researchers  begin  by 
removing  a  portion  of  a  pa¬ 
tients  tumour,  grinding  it  up, 
and  separating  the  TIL  cells 
from  the  tamour  cells.  They 
then  add  interienkin-2,  a  nate- 
rally  occaring  substance  that 
promotes  the  growth  of 
lymphocytes,  to  the  purified 
TTL  cells. 

The  laboratory-grown  TIL 
cells  are  injected  back  into  the 
patient,  who  has  first  been 
treated  with  a  drag  that  pre¬ 
vents  the  immune  system  from 
rejecting  the  TTL  cells  tar¬ 
geted  for  die  tamour.  The 
researchers  have  tried  their 
new  therapy  on  20  patients. 
.AD  had  «— wpwt  — 


a  cVin  cancer,  that  spread 
to  other  parts  of  the  body. 

In  addition  to  rejections  of 
TIL  cells,  the  patients  received 
supplemental  doses  of 
interleukm-2  daring  their 
treatment.  Some  patients 
respoosed  dramatically,  es¬ 
pecially  considering  that  con¬ 
ventional  chemotherapy  rarely 
works  for  this  cancer.  Tu¬ 
mours  shrunk  m  11  of  the  20 
patients  by  at  least  hal£  and  in 
one  of  these  patients  tumours 
completely  disappeared. 

Because  the  experiments 
have  only  just  been  completed, 
the  researchers  cannot  say  for 
sure  that  the  therapy  will 
prevent  the  tumours  from 
growing  again,  but  one  patient 
is  still  doing  well  a  year  after 
the  treatment  aided. 

The  technique  is  not  without 
problems.  Not  everyone  re¬ 
sponds  to  the  therapy,  and  the 
researchers  do  not  yet  know 
why.  The  therapy  is  also  very 
labour  intensive,  and  requires 
much  laboratory  and  clinical 
time  to  prepare  and  administer 
the  TIL  cells. 

The  treatment  also  has  toxic 
side  effects,  including  chills, 
nausea  and  diarrhoea.  Three 
quartos  of  the  patients  in  the 
study  became  anemic  after  the 
treatment,  some  requiring  as 
many  as  six  blood  transfu¬ 
sions. 

Rosenberg  is  about  to  em¬ 
bark  on  a  new  and  controver¬ 
sial  series  of  experiments  to 
prove  that  his  TIL  therapy  is 
working  as  it  is  should.  Along 
with  a  collaborator,  W.  French 
Anderson  at  the  National 
Heart,  Long  and  Blood  In¬ 
stitute,  he  is  Bring  genetic 
engineering  to  put  a  marker 
gene  too  the  TIL  cells  that  are 
grown  in  culture. 

He  will  then  inject  these 
live,  genetically  modified  TTL 
cells  back  into  the  patients, 
the  first  time  foreign  genes 
have  been  introduced  into  a 
hitman  subject  The  marker 
wfll  show  researchers  how 
many  of  the  laboratory  modi¬ 
fied  TTL  cells  are  reaching  the 
target  tumours. 

If  the  TIL  cells  are  working 
as  expected,  It  wfll  be  an 

encouraging  sign  that  adoptive 
immunotherapy  is  a  promising 
direction  for  fiitore  cancer 

au”w-  Joseph  Palca 


OBITUARIES 


PROF  NIKOLAAS  TINBERGEN 


Insights  into  the  way  animals  behave 


few  weeks  later  (after  the  child  had  been 
evacuated  to  Egypt,  Matthew  2.  13) 
when  the  nefarious  King  Herod  ordered 
the  slaughter  of  perhaps  a  dozen  or 
more  infants  in  that  locality. 

Mary  herself,  feeling  those  tiny  fingers 
elapsing  one  of  her  own,  was  only 
conscious  of  thankfulness  and  tiredness 

neither  she  nor  he  yet  know  the  strength 
of  God’s  power  that  would  ultimately 
work  in  lifts  Son  because  God — having 
proposed  that  all  perfection  should  be 
found  in  Him  —  wanted  absolutely  all 
things  to  be  reconciled  to  Him  and  for 
Him  _  when  He  made  peace  by  His 
dpwrti  on  the  cross  (Col  1,20).  Not  until 
his  lifetime  was  ending  would  the  words 
be  spoken,  ‘Tor  this  purpose  was  I  bom 
and  to  this  end  I  came  into  the  world”. 

How  could  one  human  person  cope 
with  all  mankind* s  inherent  malady  of 
unrest  and  corruption  arising  from  our 
antagonistic  and  perverse  attitude  to¬ 
wards  God,  who  has  made  us  for  a 
destiny  which  most  people  neither  1 
understand  nor  want? 

What  if  that  Person  had  access  to 
powers  and  resources  (love,  truth, 
forgiveness  and  creativity)  of  a  quality  j 
far  beyond  human  comprehension?  Is  a  ; 
banknote  to  be  valued  by  the  mere  cost  j 
of  a  slip  of  papa*  or  by  the  style  and  j 
colour  of  its  printing?  Is  not  its  worth  to 
be  interpreted  by  the  resources  and 
credibility  of  the  issuing  company  and 
by  the  meaning  of  the  words  carried 
over  the  inner  papennark  that  shows  it 
is  genuine? 

Neither  Joseph  nor  Mary  would  have 
gleaned  much  from  Simeon’s  cryptic 
hints  in  the  Temple  a  week  or  so  later 
(Luke  2,  34-5),  although  he  had  defi¬ 
nitely  said,  as  he  held  the  infant  boy  in 
his  arms,  that  be  had  seen  the  salvation 
divinely  prepared  for  all  the  nations  to 
see.  The  God-story  has  only  just  begun. 
The  writer  is  a  retired  Baptist  minister. 


Professor  Nikolaas  Tinbergen, 
FRS.  Nobel  Laureate  and 
Emeritus  Professor  of  Animal 
Behaviour  at  Oxford,  who 
died  on  December  21  aged  81, 
was  both  a  naturalist,  with  a 
real  love  of  natural  history, 
and  an  acute  scientist 

He  was  one  of  the  outstand¬ 
ing  leaders  in  carrying  the 
experimental  method  into  the 
field  and,  with  Konrad  Lo¬ 
renz,  pioneered  the  raising  of 
the  study  of  animal  behaviour 
from  the  plane  of  anedcote  to 
the  level  of  a  science. 

In  1973  he  shared  the  Nobel 
Prize  for  Physiology  or  Medi¬ 
cine  with  Karl  von  Freisch 
and  Konrad  Lorenz.  His 
brother  Jan,  the  well-known 
Dutch  economist,  had  already 
won  the  Nobel  Prize  for  this 
discipline  four  years  before. 

The  son  of  Dirk  Cornells 
Tinbergen  and  Jeanette  van 
Eek,  Nicolaas  Tinbergen  was 
bom  in  The  Hague  on  April 
15, 1907.  He  was  educated  at 
the  local  stale  high  school  and 
at  Leiden  Uni  verity. 

After  being  awarded  his 
doctorate  in  1932  for  a  thesis 
on  insect  behaviour,  he  set  off 
with  his  newly-married  wife, 
Elziabeth  Amefie  Ruiten,  who 
was  also  a  scientist,  to  spend  a 
year  in  Greenland  with  the 
Dutch  expedition  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Polar  Year  (1 932-33). 
This  was  a  great  experience  for 
him  and  had  a  lasting  effect 

upon  his  work,  stimulating 
him  to  bring  more  science  into 
zoological  field  studies. 

He  became  increasingly  in¬ 
terested  in  the  analysis  of 
behaviour  and  in  1936  he  was 
appointed  Lecturer  in  Experi¬ 
mental  Zoology  at  Leiden. 

A  prolonged  stay  with 
Konrad  Lorenz  at  Altenberg, 
near  Vienna,  m  1937  was 
decisive  in  his  careen  there 
began  the  dose  collaboration 
between  them  which  led  to  the 
foundation  of  the  modem 
biological  school  of  animal 
behaviour  —  now  called 
ethology. 


If  many  of  the  original 
theories  were  put  forward  by 
Lorenz,  they  were  consid¬ 
erably  clarified  by  Tinbergen, 
who  studied  them  more  rig¬ 
orously  and  precisely  by  a 
more  scientific  approach.  At 
times  the  two  worked  together 
and,  when  they  were  not  so 
doing,  they  remained  greatly 
inflnpnrprf  by  one  another  so 
that  it  is  not  easy  to  separate 
their  contributions. 


Between  them  they  brought 
about  a  complete  re-examina¬ 
tion  of  the  theory  of  instino- 


tive  behaviour.  Perhaps  the 
most  outstanding  contribu¬ 
tions  which  can  certainly  be 
attributed  to  Tinbergen  are 
the  discovery  of  what  he  called 
displacement  activities,  the 
experimental  demonstration 
of  an  animal’s  reactions  to 
“sign  stimuli’*  and  the 
realization  that  even  the 
apparently  most  trivial  move¬ 
ments  of  a  bird,  such  as 
stretching  the  neck,  have 
significance. 

Even  before  the  Second 
World  War,  Tinbergen  had 
several  followers  in  Holland 
and.  immediately  after  it,  he 
stimulated  other  students  at 
Leiden  to  take  up  the  work; 
they  studied  the  behaviour  of 
insects,  fish  and  birds. 

During  the  war  he  refused  to 

co-operate  with  the  NazLfica- 
tion  plans  for  Leiden  Univer¬ 
sity  and  was  imprisoned  by 
the  German  occupation 
authorities  as  a  hostage  be¬ 
tween  1 942  and  1944. 

In  1947  he  was  made 
Professor  of  Experimental  Zo¬ 
ology  and  head  of  the  Zoology 
Department  at  Leiden.  Hus, 
however,  brought  extra  teach¬ 
ing  and  administrative  duties 
which  interfered  with  his  re¬ 
search  mid  in  1949,  in  order  to 
devote  himself  more  frilly  to 
his  life’s  work,  he  accepted  an 
invitation  to  become  Univer¬ 
sity  Lecturer  in  Animal 
Behavioural  Oxford. 

Here  he  again  built  up  a 
flourishing  school  of  research 
which  steadily  increased  in 
importance.  He  was  made 
Reader  in  Animal  Behaviour 
in  1960  and  Professor  in  1966. 

His  work,  up  to  1950,  was 
summarized  in  his  deservedly 
successful  book.  The  Study  of 
Instinct  (Clarendon  Press 
1951)  and  two  years  later 
came  a  smaller  volume  on 
Social  Behaviour  in  Animals. 

Tinbergen's  personal  re¬ 
search  was  chiefly  carried  out 
on  the  herring  gull  and  the 
black-headed  gull,  on  stickle¬ 
backs  and  on  the  grayling 
butterfly.  His  work  on  the  first 
species  was  brought  together 
in  his  New  Naturalist  mono¬ 
graph  The  Herring  Gulfs 
World  in  1953. 

He  contributed  an  im¬ 
portant  chapter  on  the  dev¬ 
elopment  of  ethology  to  the 
volume  Scientific  Thought 
1900-1960,  edited  by  R.  Harr* 
(Clarendon  Press,  1969).  After 
the  war  he  founded,  with 
Professor  W.H.  Thorpe  of 
Cambridge,  the  international 
journal  Behaviour. 

Tinbergen  wrote  various 
popular  books  and  also  books 
for  children;  in  his  Curious 


Naturalists  (1959)  he  pub. 
lisbed  a  delightful  account  of 
the  many  different  lines  of 
work  he  and  his  pupils  had 
conducted. 


Faikus,  called  Signals  Jar  S hr- 
vh at  was  awarded  the  Itaha 


Prize  for  documentary  films  in 
1969. 


He  spent  much  time  feem*, 
iag  with  the  result  that  zoolo¬ 
gists  have  gained  a  much 
greater  respect  for  the  studv  of 
behaviour  in  the  field,  wfafle 
amateur  naturalists  have 
gained  an  insight  into  foe 
deepr  problems  by  their  bird 
watching;  various  terms 
coined  by  Tinbmgea  have 
now  passed  into  the  general 
language  of  the  behaviour 


Hu  charm  and  simplicity  of 
maimer  so  evident  in  his 
children's  bods  were  striking 
characteristics  which  made 
him  very  easily  approached  by 
students  and  colleagues. 


His  mixture  of  personal 
modesty  and  steel-hard 
determination  to  foster  his 
branch  of  science  made  him 
the  ideal  mentor,  like  Konrad 
Lorenz,  he  displayed  an 
evangelical  zeal  in  “spreading 
the  word”  about  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  ctholQgical 
method  of  studying  and 

nnrfmBiwIingiminul  and  hiu 

man  behaviour. 


After  his  retirement  at  Ox¬ 
ford  he  spent  more  than  a 
decade  investigating  the  spe¬ 
cial  problems  of  autistic  child¬ 
ren.  He  and  his  wife  devoted 
hours  to  watching  the  behav¬ 
iour  of  such  children,  and  then 
drew  conclusions  based  on 
their  studies  of  animal 
communication.  Their  work 
in  this  area  of  human  behav¬ 
iour  was  presented  in  Autistic 
Children :  New  Hope  for  a  Cure 
published  in  1983. 

Tinbergen  became  a  British 
subject  in  1954.  In  1956  he 
was  elected  a  Fellow  of  Mer¬ 
ton  College,  Oxford,  and  in 
1962  a  Ffettow  of  the  Royal 
Society.  When  he  was  made 
professor  he  became  a  Fellow 
of  Wolfeon  College. 

He  is  survived  fay  his  wife, 
Elizabeth,  two  sons  and  three 
daughters 


LIEUT-GEN  SIR  JOHN  EVETTS 


Behind-the-scenes  work  in  weapon  procurement 


Lieutenant-General  Sir  John 
Evens,  CB,  CBE,  MC,  who 
died  on  December  21  aged  97, 
was  one  of  a  remarkable  band 
of  officers  serving  in  the 
Cameronians  (Scottish  Rifles) 
between  the  two  world  wars 
who  were  later  to  become 
Generals.  No  less  than  thir¬ 
teen  of  them  achieved  this 
rank. 

Though  Evetts  was  one  of 
the  ablest  officers  of  his' 
generation,  and  an  excellent 
commander  of  troops,  he  had 
to  spend  much  of  the  war 
behind  the  scenes  in  the  War 
Office,  but  with  there  he 
served  with  outstanding  suc¬ 
cess.  His  subsequent  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  successful 
development  of  this  country’s 
nuclear  armoury  owed  much 
to  his  earlier  experience  of 
weapon  procurement  during 
the  war. 

John  Fullerton  Evetts  was 
bom  on  June  30,  1891.  After 
Lancing  and  Sandhurst  he  was 
commissioned  into  the 
Cameronians  in  191 1  and 
served  in  France  during  the 
Great  War,  mostly  with  his 
regiment  but  for  part  of  the 
time  with  the  Machine  Gun 
Corps.  He  was  awarded  the 
Military  Cross  and  mentioned 

in  dispatches. 

Having  made  his  mark  as  an 
unusually  able  officer,  Evens 
served  in  Iraq  from  1925  to 
1928  with  the  British  Military 
Mission.  He  was  specially 
selected  to  form  a  battalion 
which  became  the  demonstra¬ 


tion  battalion  for  the  new  Iraq 
Army,  and  he  returned  from 
Iraq  with  his  reputation 
considerably  enhanced. 

Three  years  later  be  was- 
given  command  of  the  1st 
Battalion  Royal  Ulster  Rifles 
in  Egypt  What  would  have 
been  a  normal  tour  in  com¬ 
mand  was  interrupted  by  the 
outbreak  of  the  Arab  rebellion 
in  Palestine  where  Evetts 
commanded  16  Infantry  Bri¬ 
gade  from  1936  to  1939. 

He  proved  himself  to  be  a 
resourceful  and  inspiring  com¬ 
mander  of  troops  and  was 
appointed  CBE  for  his  services 
in  1937,  and  CB  in  1939. 

Evetts  was  serving  in  India 
when  war  broke  out  in  1939. 
He  commanded  Western  (In¬ 
dependent)  District  in  1940 
before  moving  to  the  Middle 


East  when  he  was  appointed 
GOC  6th  Division.  He  led  his 
division  successfully  during 
the  brief  campaign  in  Syria  in 
1941  but  soon  thereafter  re¬ 
turned  home  to  assume  the 
onerous  appointment  of 
ACIGS  in  the  War  Office, 
with  special  responsibility  for 
Weapons  Procurement. 

This  was  a  vitally  important 
if  angfamorous  appointment 
which  Evetts  discharged  to  the 
best  of  his  considerable  abil¬ 
ities.  Indeed  much  of  the 
credit  for  equipping  foe  Brit¬ 
ish  Army  to  lake  part  in  the 
Normandy  landings  must  be 
his. 

After  the  war  be  served  as 
Senior  Military  Adviser  in  foe 
Ministry  of  Supply  until  1946 
when  be  retired.  The  Ameri¬ 
cans  recognized  his  services  by 
awarding  him  foe  Legion  of 
Merit  in  1943. 

He  then  became  a  senior 
member  of  tire  British  team 
involved  in  developing  and 
testing  nuclear  weapons  in 
Australia;  he  was  Head  of  foe 
Ministry  of  Supply  staff  from 
1946  to  1951,  and  Chief 
Executive  of  the  Joint  UK- 
Australian  Long  Range  Weap¬ 
ons  Board  of  Administration 
from  1946  to  1949. 

Evetts  was  knighted  in  1951 
and  bad  a  successful  career  in 
industry  from  1951-60,  first  as 
Managing  Director  and  then 
as  Chairman  ofRotoi  Ltd. 

He  married  Helen  Becber  in 
1916  and  die  predeceased 
him.  They  had  one  son. 
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Service.  Rev  G  Le«  *JSO  ES  A  Carols. 
Rev  M  Kenwood. 


fStreetwT: 

Vjggj  a  LM:  1 1  HM. 
Brevtl  in  D  iMlWfi.Er  — 


1*11^6  Midnight  HC.  I 
MP.  Rev  GCtjylcr, 
GarUcktarthe.  EC4; 

J  bmS: 

OT  JAMES'S.  Moswell  HflL  NIO:  *11 
MC.  .Rev Bunker.  10.30  Family 
Service.  Rev  G  Rowlandson:  12.30 


S.  1250  HC:  9JS0  S  Eucb.  TTieTCar: 
11.I8  ML  The  vicar:  «  E.  The  viear. 
ST  MARY'S.  Bourne  Street.  SWl: 

•1 1.30  Midnight  HM  ft  aaraMaMM 
de  minus  (ChantenneC.re 
&KW.  A  child  b  born  InH _ 


undo.  A  ehUd  b  bora  In  Bethlehem 


sw^jMimdsw  SM  with  mostooor 

Communion  SarSoeiS  G 

HM.  Maa»  for  Oiree  com)  voices 

WrtteSSJ’BCO:  *11 

of  the  Crai.  Mceee  da 

dutaa  muh  cat  CP«dm«  VHl 


llRev  Ron  F  - - 

WzE wtSSF-  lieaxn-  ECl:  11 


JAMES&  Ficcadatr.  wt:  *3 


Paris  -  Londres  .  New  York  .  Tokyo 
178  New  Bond  Street  -  London  wi  -  Tel  01.629 out 


*>yv  R  DCW1I. 

CHELSEA  OLD  CHURCH  OU 
Church  SM  8W3:  eflSs  HC.  t 


SStHESaBESt ^ 


Home. 

ST  MARYLEBONE.  Marylebone 
Road.  Wli  "llJO  MMnWtt  Mam. 
■Mnt  CMorart).  In  dulci  jauQo 
■L  Rev  R  McLaren.  B  HC  11 
■won  Brevts  In  O  Man).  Vor 
unto  in  a  eftfld  b  bora  o  lertdeQ.  Rev  C 
Hndm  cooke. 


CHAPEL  BOYAL^SL.leniee'e  1 
SJOHC  lUBSBeSkMB 


cSw^WR 


?SS2 

ItSEedh 


ST  HyDe  PHKQtxenL  Wt 

•BJO  CMidran1*  candieWr  iXtxkx. 
-11  ^SO  Mkhitjaw  Mass.  Rev  T 
BrctoL8HBlO  Parten  Enctl  wttn 
- 

b  the  bleak  mkLwtaaer  nwM  The 


r-fi?r'i,lunKlil  e 
Rev  D  c  L  Prior.  8. IS.  12.1S  HC  11 
Fanny  Service.  Rev  D  C  L  Prior. 
ST  MOiAEL-a  CenhBL  EC3:  It 
Each.  Mta  Brevis  cpaiesirfna).  node 
Qrtflm  natue  eat  cSwedMcl. 

ST  PAUL'S.  WUten  Place.  SWl:  *B 
Children's  Sendee:  Jj35  MHtaW 
Each.  Mben  Bwdt  ta  C  msegart).  Te 


H-*JW  ygjjg/WS 

waten  Nttt 


wsgtnvK  aarvxe.  Dr  kq 

ThETSsUMRTION.  Worwid 


Grove.  St  John's  Vi 
Carols.  Meese  de  Minun 
10.46  MbH  a  4  vod 


tbawordisUirniala  BmatSaO 


?ARM  STREET.  Wl:  *6 
Chrtdnaa:  *S1JK> 
Mean  Breve 


Car  wwmp. 


I*  -#1'-’  -T* 


Tinbergen  was  a  superb 
photographer  and  used  foe 
dn6  camera  extensively  for 
the  analysis  of  behaviour  pat¬ 
terns.  For  public  instruction 
be  made  some  outstanding 
films  illustraung  his  discov¬ 
eries  in  the  behaviour  of 
different  species;  one  of  these, 
which  he  made  with  Hugh 


.  ._r  tW-W* 


-  -r-m.-.  f  . 


1  r~c.  r 


iMM  ^ 


■  ^  m 
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ittij  ilMJSS  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  24  1988 


ANNOUNCEMENTS  &  PERSONAL 


BIRTHS 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


BliH 


CUU4KAN  ■  On  December  16th.  1988 
lo  .  Caroline  <nfe  Dallas  and 
CM^tor.  a  son.  a  nrotber  for  HarrtBt 

and  Catherine. 


EVANS  •  On  December  20th.  at  The 
Matilda  Hospital.  Hon®  Kong  to 
CM  wen  Utee  Lane)  and  Eric,  a 
daughter.  Alice  Tegvren.  a  eater  tar 


BfflWmi. On  December 22nq  _ 
Hanefleld  Hostel  after  a  long  fight 
courageously  sustained.  Rosemarie, 
beloved  wife  of  David  and  mtared 
moUtw  at  Roaanne.  FeneUa. 
Timothy  and  Juliette.  Forever  in  our 
hearts.  Quiet  famfly  Amend  at 
Amenham  crematorium,  3.30  pm 
Friday  December  30th.  No  flowers 
please  but  donations  may  be  sent  to 
the  HarefMd  Transptam  Trust.  A 
memorial  service  will  be  held  lo 
January. 


o'dodt  today  «i  Cmrslcy  parish 


NMT  Is  the  best  wayto  celebrate  Christ. 
Hues  nm«  oi-aos  6381  tar  a  autsaaa 
Macrae*  Una  may  cnoaoe  yaur  Ufa. 


FOR  SALE 


The  ORIGINAL  Sofa-Bed 
People  are  holding  a  Winter 

SALE 

SALE 

SALE 

Upto 

35%  OFF 


■  I  /t ; 4.' *3  i‘ j}*  •‘-'i  1' ; 


IMMEDIATE  DELIVERY  man  KOCH 
or  made  lo  otder 
tai  the  Mule  of  year  cbeiea 

Countrywide  daflvay  ssvKa 

THE 

LONDON  SOFA-BED 
CENTRE 

188/100 


SATURDAY  RENDEZVOUS 


MATCHES 

Introduction 

Agency 

Just  how  do  you 
meet  the 
right  paeon? 

Telephone  Jennifer  Wills 


CHRISTMAS 

GREETINGS 


MAKTYN  and  an  ttwramBy  MnyMM 
A  Happy  New  year,  wnv  t  wool  be 
therai  Sec  you  soon.  urea  Jaaonc  xxa. 


WOODY  i  win  love  you  forerc  Your 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


SOAN  -  On  November  29th  at  4pm.  co 
Theresa  and  David,  of  Old  Bexley. 
Kent.  -  a  beauttftd  daughter. 
Alexandra  Theresa  Ann. 


THOMAS  ■  On  December  6th.  at  Queen 
Charlotte's  Maternity  Hoonual  to 
Kay  Aide  Wellers)  and  Cntg.  a 
daughter.  Antonia  Maria.  The  proud 
parents  wish  to  thank  our  Cotmfflaat 
and  the  staff  for  a  safe  delivery 


WALKER  -  On  December  22ikL  In  To¬ 
kyo.  to  Sara  (n*e  Hepburn)  and 
Patrick,  a  son. 


WILLIAMSON  .  On  13th  December,  to 
Usa  (oee  Soicau)  and  David,  a  son. 


WOOD  :  On  December  13th  1988.  in 
Heather  Into  Sendan)  and  Geoff,  a 
son.  Sam  Andrew  Jay.  a  brother  tar 
Faye  and  Sllke. 


ADOPTIONS 


ADAMS  -  On  December  2 1st  1988.  to 
Marta  and  John,  a  daughter.  Ledda 
Marla  Clara  now  aged  6  months. 


ANNIVERSARIES 


OUROPiCQALEN  *  On  December 
25th  1938  at  St  Luke's  Church. 
Bermondsey.  Louts  Jean  »  Gladys 
Liman.  Congratulations  from  Carole. 
Maureen  and  Famines. 


DEATHS 


MtAMAM  On  December  23rd.  in 
Chichester,  Frances  E.R~  Aged  92. 
Dear  mother  of  Mary  and  Alan.  By 
her  i  eouest  no  flowers  pteeae.  but  do¬ 
nations  If  wished  to  the  Min. 


MDCRSON  .  On  December  21*. 
Veronica,  widow  of  James 
D  Gorman  Anderson,  much  loved 
mother,  grandmother,  steer  ana 
hi  end.  Funeral  December  29th 
2  30pm  at  St  John's  Church.  Wotton. 
Dor  Mag .  Family  flowers  only  but  tkh 
nations  to  BtiOsh  Heart  Foundatfon. 
102  Gloucester  Place.  London.  Wl 


KTEN  -  On  December  20th.  suddenly 
Kennedy.  Architect,  Moretons. 
Wnteritam.  Kent.  Much  loved  ana 
loving  husband  of  Etta  and  dearest 
Pa  of  Sarah.  Nick  and  Lude  and 
Grandpa  of  Olivia.  Private  cretna- 
tton.  Detain  of  a  memorial  service  In 
Westecham  will  be  announced  "" 


URGENT! 

We  desperately  reoufre 
duality  one  or  two  bedroom 
flats  In  Centra]  and  South  • 
West  London  far  our  waiting 
Corporate  applicants. 

Quraishi  Constantine 
01-602  8737 


SAMBtANCTT!  ■  On  December  2  lot 
irtimnfnllY  at  Tbrrtngtan  Cottage 
HosMtal  Roger  of  8  Stevenson* 
Court  a  Gfles  in  the  Wood 
Torrtngton  North  Devon  (formerly 
Mate-  In  the  Essex  Ragtment  and 
Royal  Army  Pay  Carp).  Husband  of 
the  hue  Patricia,  tatter  of  Pettr  and 
grandfather  of  Anil  and  ZOe. 
Funeral  arrangements  later.  All 
enqtdriaa  to  Mr.  R  Gfflbe  And  Son 
Funeral  Director's  6  Si  GQes  in  The 
Wood  TorTtngton  North  Devon 


WANTED 


AM  HUMS  A  BOM  LID  E*L  1672. 
Chub  and  madala.  OoMecUoro  nr  apart- 
mm  boubM  tar  cash-  AdHpM  Terraco. 
Londo^WCSN  6BJ.  -n b  01-9306879 


If 


tmm 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


i  in  ■  mi 


0,1  wmSu 


TRUSTEE  ACTS 


proving  the  paytnou  out  of  capital  tn 
raped  of  such  redemption  was  nasaM 


FOB  SALE 


umi  VEMCC.  Hr  tube  a  bad  hot  flat 
Long/ohort  M.  ezra  pw  ntg-  01-289 


PKL  Lewung  utung  Asou  D*  20  yam 
<«ra  a  omipfcte  service  for  tenants  FJr 
the  fme*  Mlechan  or  onnwrots  In  me 
prune  restssnnal  mu  of  Omni  *  NW 
»«m n«.  Oialr—  01-362  Bill.  HaUM 
Park  727  2233  Refiann  Park  600  988* 


3S mm 


UK  your  untaa.  needs  you 


LOWS!  i  love  you  an  m 'The  Timer  so 
Unmubetrua)  Kami  CtnMtwa.  ml 
no  in  ■einre  Adartnaty  yours.  Harry 


IN  THE  HIGH  COURT  OF  JUSTICE 
CHANCERY  DIVISION 
NO.  006092  OF  1988 
IN  THE  MATTER  OF  RACAL  TELECOM 
PUBLIC  LIMITED  COMPANY 
AND 

»  THE  MATTES  OF  THE 
COMPANIES  ACT  1988 
NOTICE  b  hereby  tfwn  mu  tho  Order  of 
the  High  Court  of  Justice  (Chancery  Mvr 
non)  rtued  5m  December  1988  CON- 
FIRMING  THE  REDUCTION  of  the 
amoum  standing  to  thr  credit  o<  tt>*  Share 
Prenuum  Account  ot  the  move  named 
Racai  Telecom  Ponte:  Limned  Comnony 
by  £229.577000  was  regwerod  by  Hie 
Rnsm  of  Coronanjeaon  the  Bth  Doom 
ber  1988 

CM  led  the  20th  day  of  December  1988 

Stephenson  Harwood 

One  81  Poors  Churchyard 

LONDON  EC4M  aSH 

ScaeamM  me  above  named  Oamoany 


TANNER  ■  On  Dcaneber  22nd.  tn  hoe* 
pRM  at  Epsom.  GwendoUm  Maty 
Urf*  Burgess)  aged  90.  Ftontwrty  of 
Leicester.  widow  of  Sdwyn  and  be- 
iovad  mother  of  nttabttt  and  Anne. 


I  'V  i  jif  'rf)V 


SHE  ■  On  December  22nd  196a. 
cefuuy  In  Honeywood  How 
amg  Home.  Horsham.  Phyllis 
r>'.  aged  89.  formerly  of  Rrtgale. 
wed  mother  of  Balky  and 
trew.  wife  of  (he  Mr  John 
stwick.  Funeral  1230  pm  on 
ember  28U\  at  Guildford 
nuiUMum.  No  flowers.  Donations 
R.N-L.L  or  Royal  mstmue  tar 


1WALUN  -  On  December  22nd  1988 
at  borne.  Theodore  Roe.  mudt  toved 
lather  of  Richard.  Anne  and  Ovoune 
and  devoted  grandfather.  Funeral  at 
Trinity  United  Reform  Church. 
Freelands  Road.  Broratey  at 
u.30am  on  December  30Qt.  No 
flowers,  donations  to  the  British 
Diabetic  Assocanon. _ 


ALL  CMh  -  Phantom.  Lev  Mt*.  Can. 
Pop  A  Sport  ■  can  now  for  muncdlate  or 
future  boonaagi  on  Oi-73«  sm  c-caoc 


Petwotth.  Sueeax.  31  Dae -2  Jan.  Sal 
H-6.  Bun  11-8.  tson  11*8.  Details  Rob¬ 
ert  Bailey  01-860  8036. 


ANY  sold  out  events.  Phantom,  bn  MU, 

CBptoa.  Daev,  nun  and  aporgne 
events.  CCS  accented.  Phone  01-778 
9373  anytime 


FLAOSTOfOCa  OH  A  new  York  flag, 
atones.  oobMe  eetto  etc.  NaHaowiae 
deliveries.  Teh  (P38CB  860039  (WUa» 


PWPBK8/PRBPIRS.  Oaofcera  ac-dethF 


OKNMMC  OM  York  pevlna  sOmes.  nm 
euoa  ouamy  at  a  vary  eomprtnive  Mice. 
Flee  (MHveor-  TeL  0628  633721 


OENUMC  old  and  new  York  flamfenm. 
crazy  paving,  tntn.  free  nationwide  de¬ 
livery  0274  881308  (Yorkshire). 


THE  TRMOI 1791-1968  Otter  Whs  avail 
Hand  bound  warty  for  presentation  - 
am  “Sunday*".  C13.0O.  Remember 
When.  01488  6323/8334. 


TICKETS  tar  Phantom.  Lea  MtaraMa*. 
Theatres  and  Ml  iwjrtino  evento  CradH 
earns.  Tsc  oi-22fi  usa/g.  m. 


Baiss 

W-.  Mt*— »-» -rar^-wrY  -  *•  ~Rr~ 


WHISHT  -  On  Thursday  DboenOMir 
22nd  1968.  peacefully  at  A.  Mat 
Hospital.  ATjerdeen,  LL  CoL  Kami 
Wright.  DSO.  MBf.  g» 

Cordon  Highlanders)  tn  Us  95th 
year.  Beloved  husband  of  the  hue 
Margaret  and  much  loved  father  of 
the  late  Hairy  and  JUL  grandtatber 
and  greatgrandfather.  A  service  of 
thanksgiving  will  be  UNd  privately- 


MGCR  -  On  December  22nd  198B. 
Idenly  at  Harrogate  General 
snlial,  Norman  Wray,  aoed  82. 
ariy  loved  husband,  tamer  and 
mdfatnrr.  Private  family  araa- 
n.  FamiL'  flowers  only.  Date  of 
•mortal  Service  m  be  announced 


[GAN  ■  On  DeecmbW22nd  1988. 
vinr  James  John  KSG  Fellow  of 
>  DrtUsh  Medical  AssoctaHon  aged 
vcAis.  Loving  and  beloved 
•Jwnfl  of  Molly  (DoctorMary  H 
t-irm)  adored  and  adoring  famer 
a  qranafatlMT.  Requiem  mass  at  St 
d«  Roman  Catnoue  Church, 
inrrham.  on  Thursday  December 
in  at  1 1.30  am.  AU  enqtdrles  lo  J 
rainson  A-  Sons  Funeral  Oirectoi^ 
--liijlr.  RoUiertwm.  Tel  0709 


iLEY  -  On  December  2 1st  >988. 
xnuuy  in  a  Sussex  nursing  home, 
mured  mmv.  aged  99  yews, 
mi i?  laved  nwuwr  ot  _Pffll5 
any  Enquires  W  Cooccr  *  Son 
inroi  Service.  *2  HXto  stnt*. 
kves.  East  Sussex.  40273)  6T588T 
VXMlctd  3763. 


ETCHING 


agin,  teotkthne.  from 

nutvkastpezra*  &*}: 

*  to  »  merely  spec*- 
■*stjcschooLn 

r  hoax,  a  hoax  or  Cake 
neaBcesbaRAoosle, 
Mate MDaarnatr* 
r  ladyship  wis  ptagp- 


.... 

(a)  A  sob.  finm  the  Utm  ***** 


Ihap  of  sinpite  iM  oppress 
sirufll't  stwL." 

BOL  , 

ic)  The  May***  ®f  Soodwn 
Mexku  and  Hdodoras  mc  M  » 
noon  and  adieefh*  (pro«wncc«i 
W>  to  sene  totow 

vnondify.  VMiebRS  «f 


WfcWtteflWS  JomAbit 

(he  bead,  or  dn«3.  or  boose. 


Jpfgra  -  in  proud  and  constant 
memory,  of  Robta 
died  24  November  1963.  And  of 
John  DareH.  idDed  in  action  16  Au- 
552*1943.  AMO  on  tw.  U>  MM 
Of  Edmund  Henry  D.F.C.  RAF.  tost 
In  action  al  sea  In  1944. 


IN  MEMORIAM  -  PRIVATE 


memory  on  yow*  birthday.  Otrut- 


MElVIUX  Alan.  Amaya 

remembered  wBh  love.  Midge  and 


MUNCH  -  Bored  as.  Margrrt  NleinoOP- 

VowtnckeL  tngeborg 

and  always  mnemhered  with  love. 


Fighting  cancer 
on  all  fronts. 


mm 


Em 


fijumauttofctaMM 
We  need  your  help  to coniihue 
vital  work  —  for  aim  core, 
p  revenuan  and  rehabilitation. 

Our  reports  on  *50101(1113' 
and  'Alcohol  Abuse'  helped 
millions.  Please  support  us  with 
a  donation  or  legacy,  vita 
depend  entirely  on  charily; 


Help  Methane1 

IMRH  •  III  laving  memory  of  Frank.  1  Appeal  Fund 
dear  hatband  of  Eva  and  father  of  I  ROYAL  COU£G£  OF  PHVacwvs 
LavvTeoce  and  Clffian-  J  H  Si  Andrews  Plate.  London  NUA4LE 

Why  you  should  make  provision 
in  your  Will  for  Child-beaters, 
Alcoholics  and  Shop  lifters. 


SHOPAROUND 


Rarker  Knoll 


ANNUAL  PROMOTION 

COLUMBINE  3  STR  3  PCE  SUITE  E995 
BEVERLEY  DROP  ETC)  SOFA  £525 
GEORGIAN  3  STR  3  PCE  SUITE  £1175 
UNDEN  3  STR  3  PCE  SUITE  £1235 
AND  MANY  MANY  MORE 
*  *  * 

DELIVERED  ANYWHERE 
OPEN  TUESDAY  27TH  DECEMBER  1988 
*  *  * 

NOBODY  UNDERSELLS 
PETER  ADAM 


2Q8£TATK)N  ROAD,  BDGWARE.  MIDDLESEX 
Dial  100  and  ask  far 

FREEPHONE  PETER  ADAMS 
OR  RING  01-958  3155 

OPEN  MONDAY  -  SATURDAY 
9  ajtL  -  5.30  pjR. 


The  ‘SHOPEASY’  Trolley  Chair 


.test  fficfc  a  atdi  on  this  flyfish.  SsMaggte  ^ffliwwni 
traWy  aid  out  fblds  a  wmtotahJe.  a*  ifcan^  dah. 
Many  uses  indafe  ShoppaiB.  Tcwd.  Beytt.Spyt& 
Spectating.  Ftsfcnfl.  Artists  Country  Shows. 

with  targe  tfetacbatJtewattflxoof  haC-avaMtein  6by. 
Navy  or  Bright  Red.  A  Design  Cemre  Selected  Brtsn 
Product  Pi&  ES9S5p  dekmwL 
Outer  one  TODAY  or  said  tot  hmchara  frouc 

SHOPEASY  DESJ6N  LTD.  (OBTTT). 

FRHPOST.  HEsTOK, 

CORNWALL  TR13  OBR  No  Mamp  reqrirafl 

or  U^yboee  at  it  (0209}  831761  (I  A 

Dart  yoe /team  a  not?  OB 


SALE  STARTS 
TUESDAY  27th 


The  Samaritans  are  pledged 

to  help  anyone  who  cans  them. 

No  matter  who  they  are  No 

maiterwhattheyniayhaveoone. 


Now  we're  turning  to  you: 
tase  remember  us  in  your 


Wflfe  to  David  Evans.  Tho 


SSS  ** 

who  have  nfwtncslsew  tarn  to.  oeia®. 


„  The 
Samaritans 


OFFER  BAILABLE  WITH  POCKET  SPRLNG  r  DEEP  MATTRESS 

FREE  SOFA  WITH  DOUBLE  SOFA  BED 

t*t9  Double  Sofa  bed  &  FREE  nutdmqi  2 
£9H  D«Ak  Sob  tad  &  FREE  (KrtdMf  2  <cairr 

IM9  Dodtk  Sota  bte  &  FS££  matclmip  2  W4cr 

MHiMtMhMlM.em*  tmacwrarreOwu 

EARLY  BIRD  OFFERS*; 

1 »  double  sofa  deepa  EKLOfl  down  from  FWJ  —  I  ONLY 
lxtk»Mt>toilce^£lSJM  deem  hum  £M9 —  1  ONLY 
HWdoubk  tote  bem  diMu  Irani  £.Vw  io  E297 

120  Marylebone  Lane  Wl 
64  Edgware  Rd  (Nr  Marble  Arch) 
-01-486  7888- 


m 

1 15  ■ 
t  r  t  \ 

>  j  i 

JF--/ 

Cranes  of  Cardiff  Ltd. 

Established  1851 

THE  GREAT  JANUARY  PIANO  SALE 

Over  100  Pianos  in  stock  -  all  at  reduced  prices!! 

GRAND  PIANOS 

Model  RJVLP.  SALE 

Bosendofftr  Model  225  Of348  £21 J4S 

Bosendorfer  170  £21.137  £15.137 

Boscndmfer  Mehoreoy  170  £2.591  £18.000 

BfHwiriii  Model  B  £25,154  £20,000 

Becbstein  Model  K  £2i005  £17.600 

mSTModd  6  £14^45  £11,000 

Bluthner  Model  II  £11,430  £  9.000 

Hoffman  Sheraton  190  flnim 

Seiler  Model  ISO  C15.7SO  £10.750 

7imnwmann  CTuppcncJalc  145  £  4,972  £  3,972 

QWModd  isi  |4,?99  £3.399 

Cranes  Model  172  £  4.499 _ £  3,099 


Cranes  Cbippcadale  172  £  4,999  £  2,49V 


UPRIGHT  PIANOS 

Bechstein  Mode!  8A 
Bcchstdzi  Model  12N 
Bosendor&r  Model  120 
Bhtitmcr  Model  A 
Hoffinan  Model  114 
Hxach  Exquisite 
Feuiicfa  Model  FD 
Seder  Model  122 
Sdlcr  Model  118 
Kawai  Model  CX  8 
Broedwood  Mon  note 
Chappell  D2 
Rorers 

Knight  London 
Kemble  Pop  Classic 
BeaUey  85C 
Crane  SM2 
Crane  WG3 
OtzBacbcr 
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STOCK  EXCHANGE  PRICES 


Fhra  your  Fortfbbo  gokl  rand  check  yoar 
wgM  mare  price  moTCments.  on  this  page 
may,  fldft  fham  plica  to  year  nmmng 
total  for  the  week  and  check  this  against 
the  weekly  dividend  ftgore  on  this  page.  If 
it  matches  or  betters  this  figure,  you  nave 
won  outright  or  a  share  of  the  total  weekly 
or  accami  aior  prize  money  gated.  If  yon 
win,  follow  the  daim  procedure  on  the 
fry*  of  your  card.  You  must  always  have 
vow  card  available  when  daiming.  Game 
rales  appear  on  the  bade  of  your  card. 
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WEEKLY  DIVIDEND  £#,800 

Claims  required  for  194  points 

ACCUMULATOR  £68,000 
Claims  better  than  194  points 
Claimants  should  ring 0254-53272 
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FINANCE,  LAND 


Please  take  into  account  any 

minus  signs 


Weekly  Dividend 


Please  make  a  note  of  your  duly  totals 
for  the  weekly  dividend  of  &L000  in 
today’s  newspaper. 
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Executive  Editor 
David  Brewerton 


■  Miss  World  went 

up  white  Mrs  Reids  went 
down.  Cliff  Feltham 
plots  the  winners  and 
losers,  page  17 

■  Brickbats  and  bou¬ 
quets.  Graham 
Searjeant's  alter¬ 
native  honours  list,  in 
The  Times  on 
Monday. 


THE  POUND 


USdoHar 
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W  German  mark 

3.1986  (+0.0090) 

Trade- weighted 

77.4  (+0.1) 


STOCK  MARKET 


FT  30  Share 
1436.2  (+3.8) 

FT-SE 100 

1774.0  (+5.3) 

Bargains 

103® 

USM  (Oatastream) 
146.41  (+0.44)  . 


STOCK  MARKETS 


New  York 

Do*  Jones _ 2189.11  (+8J5)' 

Tokyo 

Nikkei  Average .  2968628  (-8635) 
Hong  Kong: 

Hang  Seng . 2656.59  (+13.86) 

Amsterdam:  Gen _  284.2  (~0.11 

Sydney:  AO - 1484.1  (+0.9) 

Frankfort 

Commerzbank  .... 1645.7  (+2.8) 

Bmssete 

General _ 55063  (+52) 

Paris:  CAC _ 407-3  (+4.8) 

Zurich:  SKA  Gen  ««M*H  5145  (+3.6) 
London: 

FT.— A  All-Share - 91652  (+2.1) 

FT.--500"  _ 996.49  (+2A4) 

FT.  Gold  Mines - 1833  (-0.8) 

FT.  Fixed  interest  —  95.70  (-0.05) 
FT.  Govt  Secs - 87.46  (+0.08) 

Closing  price*  P«g«14 
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SEAQ  Vohane 


..212.8m 


INTEREST  RATES 


London:  Bank  Base:  13% 

3-montfi  InterDank  13-12wio% 
3-month  efigbte  bifls:12»iv-12K% 
bu  ymg  rate 

US:  Prime  Rme10ft% 

Federal  Funds  8tt%* 

3-month  Treasury  Bffls  605-8.04%' 
30-year  bonds  ifo’u-lOQV 


CURRENCIES 


London:  New  Yortc 

£:  81.8005  C$1.8005* 

£  DM3. 1988  &  DM1.7750" 

£  SwFr2.6971  $:  SwFrl.4980" 

P:  FFrl  0.9047  6  FFr6.0525* 

£  Yen22454  $:  Yenl 24.80* 

£  lndex:77.4  $:  lnde)c94.3 

ECU  £0.649295  SOR  £0.747444 


GOLD 


London  Fixing: 

AM  S417.55  pm-Sn/a 

dose  S41 7.50-41 8.00  (£232.00- 

232.50) 

New  York: 

Comox  S41 7.00-417.50- 


NORTH  SEA  OIL 


Brent  (Feb)  pm  $15.07bbl  (315^7) 
•  Denote*  latest  trading  price 


THE  TIMES 


0898  141  141 


•  Stockwatch  gives  ins¬ 
tant  access  to  more  than 
10.000  share,  unit  trust 
and  bond  prices,  including 
a  special  British  Steel  line 
on  0898  121269.  The 
information  you  require  is 
an  the  following  telephone 
numbers: 

•  Stock  market  com¬ 
ment:  general  market 
0898  121220;  company 
news  0898 121221;  active 
shares  0898  121225 

•  Calls  charged  at  5p  for 
E  seconds  peak  and  12 
seconds  off  peak  inc. 
VAT. 


Trade  deficit  narrows  but  sterling  fears  remain 


By  David  Smith 
Economics  Correspondent 

Britain’s  current  account  deficit 
narrowed  last  month  from  the 
record  level  of  October.  The  figures 
came  as  a  relief  to  the  markets  and 
eased  immediate  worries  about  a 
further  rise  in  base  rates  but 
analysts  gave  warnings  that  unless 
there  is  an  early  improvement  in 
die  trade  position  next  year,  ster¬ 
ling  will  come  under  serious 
pressure. 

The  current  account  was  in 
deficit  by  £1.61  billion  last  month, 
after,  the  upward-revised  record 
deficit  of  £2.53  billion  in  October. 

The  deficit  for  the  first  11 


months  of  fire  year  was  £1338 
billion. 

“The  immediate  message  from 
these  figures  is  that  sterling  will  not 
come  under  pressure  over  the 
Christmas  period  and  base  rates  do 
not  need  to  rise  in  the  short  term,” 
said  Dr  Gerard  Lyons,  economist 
at  SJSCT-Savory  Mifln. 

This  exceeds  the  forecast  for  the 
full  year  made  by  the  Chancellor  in 
his  autumn  statement,  when  he 
predicted  a  £13  billion  deficit  The 
City  expects  a  £15  billion  deficit  for 
the  year,  equivalent  to  about  3% 
percent  of  gross  domestic  product 

Exports  rose  by  £163  million  to 
£6.92  billion  last  month,  contin¬ 


uing  the  steady  growth  rate  of 
rescent  months. 

In  the  September-November 
period,  the  volume  of  exports  was 
2.5  per  cent  up  on  the  previous 
three  months  and  4  per  cent  up  on 
a  year  earlier.  Excluding  oil  and  the 
erratic  hems  of  trade,  exports  rose 
by  3.5  per  cent  in  the  latest  three 
months. 

The  main  improvement  in  the 
current  account  was,  however,  due 
to  a  sharp  drop  in  imports,  which 
fell  to  £8.94  bfilion  from  £9.69 
billion  in  October. 

Even  so,  import  trends  remain 
strong.  In  the  latest  three  months, 
import  volumes  were  16  per  cent 


up  on  a  year  earlier,  four  times  the 
growth  rate  of  exports. 

The  visible  trade  deficit  of  £2.0! 
billion  last  month  compared  with 
£2.93  billion  in  October.  The  £400 
million  estimated  surplus  on 
invisibles  was  smaller  than  in 
recent  months  because  of  a  change 
in  the  timing  of  payments  to  the 
European  Economic  Community. 

The  City  reacted  to  the  figures 
with  relief.  Foreign  exchange  deal¬ 
ers  were  able  to  close  their  books 
with  sterling  balanced  ax  about 
$1.80,  Hud  there  was  little  activity 
in  the  money  markets. 

“The  figures  were  in  line  with 
what  we  judge  to  be  the  underlying 


deficit  at  the  moment,”  said  Mr  Ian 
Harwood,  economist  at  Warburg 
Securities.  “It  is  conceivable  that 
the  deterioration  in  the  balance  of 
payments  is  coming  to  an  end,  but 
there  is  no  sign  of  any  improve¬ 
ment,” 

Mr  JEHU  Martin,  chief  UK  econo¬ 
mist  at  UBS-Phillips  &  Drew,  said: 
“One  disturbing  feature  of  these 
figures  was  the  extent  of  the  deter¬ 
ioration  during  the  course  of  the 
year.  The  deficit  is  running  at  an 
annual  rate  of  £18  billion  and  l 
can't  see  how  we  can  continue  to 
run  deficits  of  this  size  without 
encountering  pressure  on  sterling.” 

The  Treasury’s  autumn  state¬ 


ment  prediction  was  for  a  narrow¬ 
ing  of  the  deficit  to  £1  i  billion  next 
year,  on  the  basis  of  a  sharp  drop  ia 
import  growth  and  a  much  stronger 
pace  of  growth  of  exports.  With  the 
autumn  statement  forecast  for  this 
year  already  exceeded,  barring 
revirions  to  the  data,  the  financial 
markets  are  highly  doubtful  about 
the  Chancellor's  forecast  improve* 
ment  for  1989. 

The  Organization  for  Economic 
Co-operation  and  Development 
this  week  predicted  a  continuing 
widening  of  the  current  account 
deficit,  alongside  an  inflation  rate 
in  Britain  beating  other  major 
economies,  including  Italy. 


Irish  stake  in 
Unigate  spurs 
new  bid  talk 


a  *  *  *  *  * 


Mr  Larry  Goodman,  a 
meat  trader  and  one  of 
Ireland's  wealthiest  men, 
has  emerged  as  the  holder 
of  almost  8  per  cent  of 
Unigate,  the  dairy  prod¬ 
ucts  and  transport  group. 

Mr  Goodman  is  a  “rags  to 
riches"  businessman  almost 
unknown  in  the  Gty.  He  left 
school  in  Co  Louth  in  the  Irish 
Republic  at  the  age  of  14,  and 
worked  as  a  messenger  on 
budding  sites.  At  19  he  spent 
£20  on  a  lorry  for  shifting 
offeL  Now  at  47,  he  owns 
Europe’s  largest  meat  process¬ 
ing  business  and  is  said  to  be  a 
multi-millionaire. 

The  disclosure  of  his  stake 
comes  after  several  weeks  of 
bid  speculation  which  has 
linked  Unigate  with  the 
French  group  BSN,  Kraft  Inc. 
and  a- Danish-  consortium. 
Unigate  shares,  which  have 
outpaced  the  market  by  more 
than  20  per  cent  over  the  past 
three  months,  gained  a  further 
2%p  to  332p.  In  just  over  a 
week  they  have  risen  from 
about  287p  on  rumours  of  an 
overseas  md. 

Analysts  view  Unigate  as 
now  “in  play”  as  a  target  for  a 
hostile  approach  and  say  the 
company  could  become  the 
subject  of  the  first  big  takeover 
battle  of  the  New  Year.  Al¬ 
most  7  million  Unigate  shares 
were  traded  in  yesterday's 
half-day  session. 

Uzugate  has  a  portfolio  of 
brands,  like  St  Ivel  dairy 
products,  which  are  likely  to 
be  attractive  to  a  bidder  ahead 
of  1992.  Its  other  interests 
include  Wincanlon  transport, 
Giltspur  exhibitions  and  US 
restaurants. 

Mr  Goodman’s  stake,  held 


By  John  Bell,  City  Editor 

through  his  private  company, 
Goodman  International,  of 
Aidee,  Co  Louth,  was  discov¬ 
ered  during  routine  monitor¬ 
ing  of  its  share  register  by 
Unigate.  But  his  strategy  is 
unclear. 

He  has  granted  a  five-year 
option  over  his  stake  and  any 
other  Unigate  shares  he  may 
buy  to  Food  Industries,  a  tiny 
Dublin-quoted  grain  and  malt 
concern,  where  he  controls  70 
per  cent  of  the  equity.  Food 
Industries  is  unlikely  to  bid,  so 
he  appears  to  be  banking  on 
passing  the  stake  on  at  a  profit 
Mr  Goodman  is  a  very  private 
man,  who  fives  with  his  wife 
Kitty  and  two  children  at 
Brackerstown  House,  a  period 
residence  on  600  acres  near 
Castle  Bellingham  in  Co 
LouthAfter  breaking  into  the 
meat  industry  when  be  sold 
off  the  oflal  “run,”  be  moved 
from  one  success  to  another. 
Within  10  years  he  had  12 
meat-processing  plants  on 
both  sides  of  the  Irish  border. 

His  meat  interests  alone  are 
said  to  turn  over  almost  £1 
billion  a  year,  or  3  per  cent  of 
Ireland’s  total  gross  national 
product.  Last  year  he 
branched  out  of  meat  into 
grain  and  also  succeeded, 
despite  fierce  competition,  in 
taking  over  Bailieboro  Co-op, 
the  largest  dairy  formers’  co¬ 
operative  in  Ireland. 

Mr  Goodman  recently  bou¬ 
ght  a  13-sealer  private  jet  and 
is  believed  to  be  the  only  Irish 
civilian  allowed  to  fly  into  the 
Irish  military  base  at  Bal- 
donncL  He  is  having  a  private 
hangar  built  at  Dublin  Airport 
and  until  sow  has  been  a  keen 
helicopter  pilot  He  once 
found  himself  in  Dublin's 
anti-terrorist  Special  Criminal 


Court  He  appeared  as  a 
witness  when  terrorists  had  hi¬ 
jacked  one  of  his  beef  lorries. 
He  had  spotted  one  of  the 
raiders  and  chased  him  over 
the  Ulster  border  in  his 
helicopter. 

Mr  John  Warty,  Unigate’s 
finance  director  said  it  has 
been  watching  the  build-up  of 
the  holding  for  some  time  and 
had  servo!  a  number  of. 
Section  212  disclosure  notices. 
“11  was  not  until  this  week  that 
the  holding  became  substan¬ 
tial,”  he  added. 

Just  before  9  am  yesterday. 
Unigate  announced  to  the 
Stock  Exchange  that  Mr 
Goodman  and  companies 
controlled  by  him  had  ac¬ 
quired  4.97  per  cent  of  its 
equity.  Later,  Mr  Goodman 
revealed  that  his  stake  was 
7.89  percent  and  under  option 
to  Food  Industries.  Mr  Good¬ 
man  was  not  available  for 
comment.  But  a  spokesman 
said  the  shares  had  been 
bought  through  market  pur¬ 
chases  in  recent  weeks. 

Food  analysis  said  they 
were  not  surprised  that  some¬ 
one  had  built  up  a  stake  in 
Unigate.  Mr  Charles  Mills  of 
the  broker  James  Capel  said: 
“Judging  by  the  recent  volume 
in  Unigate  there  had  to  be 
more  thad  just  panting  going 
on.” 

Mr  Goodman  is  believed  to 
have  spent  about  £54  million 
on  his  stake.  At  current  prices 
Unigate  is  capitalized  at  more 
than  £760  million  arid  a 
bidder  would  have  to  put  up  at 
least  £1  billion. 

Its  static  profits  have  made 
it  a  target.  It  made  £104 
million  in  the  trading  year 
ending  in  1987  and  £94  mil¬ 
lion  last  year. 


Swoops  to  conqoen  Heficopter-toving  Larry  Goodman  (left)  with  Brian  Britton,  his  company's  financial  executive  director 


Reed  to  pay 
£26m  for 
US  magazine 

Reed  International  is  paying 
$47  million  (£26  million)  for 
Power  and  Motoryacht,  a 
monthly  US  magazine  with  a 
circulation  of  150,00ft 
It  is  paying  $36  million  in 
cash  for  the  title  and  assets 
and  another  $11  million  on 
completion  for  noncom¬ 
petition  agreements. 

The  high  price  reflects  the 
magazine's  hefty  profits,  ex¬ 
pected  to  reach  $4.4  million 
this  year.  The  acquisition  is 
through  Reed's  US  subsidiary. 
Mr  Ron  Segel,  the  subsidiary’s 
president,  said  the  magazine, 
with  MotorBoat,  due  to 
appear  in  February,  would 
give  Reed  full  coverage  of  the 
power-boat  field. 


Bank  interest  rise  hits 
building  society  saving 

By  Vivien  Goldsmith,  Family  Money  Editor 


The  building  societies  have 
reported  dismal  business  in 
November  with  net  receipts 
tumbling  and  further  evidence 
of  the  house  market  slow¬ 
down. 

Net  receipts  fell  from  Octo¬ 
ber’s  £1,583  million  —  the 
second  highest  month  ever  — 
to  £766  million.  Some  blame 
can  be  attributed  to  the  British 
Steel  flotation  but  a  rise  in 
bank  interest  rates  also  had  a 
dampening  effect  Until  Sept¬ 
ember  and  the  postal  strike, 
net  monthly  receipts  for  the 
year  had  been  running  at  an 
average  of  £ 1 ,220  million. 

But  the  strike  and  a  rise  in 


bank  base  rates  brought  a 
sharp  foil  in  receipts,  partly 
offset  by  abnormally  high 
figures  for  October. 

Bank  base  rates  rose  again 
towards  the  end  of  last  month 
with  banks  putting  up  savers’ 
rates  far  higher  than  the 
building  societies,  which  are 
only  just  beginning  to  raise 
rates  in  response. 

Net  new  commitment  fig¬ 
ures  fell  from  £3,588  million 
in  October  to  £3,445  million 
in  November. 

This  continued  the  down¬ 
ward  trend  since  the  summer 
when  interest  rates  began  to 
rise. 


MacGregor 
leaves 
North  Sea 
Assets 

By  David  Young 

Energy  Correspondent 

Sir  lan  MacGregor,  the  former 
bead  of  both  British  Steel  and 
British  Coal,  has  resigned  as 
chairman  ofNorth  Sea  Assets, 
which  specializes  in  offering 
services  to  the  big  oil  com¬ 
panies. 

Sir  Ian’s  resignation  was 
announced  in  Edinburgh  —  he 
is  in  the  United  States  with  his 
family  for  Christmas  —  to¬ 
gether  with  those  of  four  other 
non-executive  directors. 

Mr  David  James,  North  Sea 
Assets'  acting  chairman,  re¬ 
fused  to  elaborate  on  the 
resignations  which  were  des¬ 
cribed  as  arising  from  “dis¬ 
agreements  relating  to  certain 
shareholder  interests  and  in¬ 
tentions.”  Mr  James  was  ap¬ 
pointed  late  Iasi  year  as 
chairman  of  an  executive 
committee  charged  with  re¬ 
structuring  NSA. 

The  company  will  hold  its 
animal  meeting  in  Edinburgh 
next  week  when  the  resigna¬ 
tions  wil]  be  explained,  but  it 
is  thought  that  the  non-exeo- 
utive  directors  and  Sir  Ian 
disagreed  with  various  res¬ 
tructuring  proposals  put  for¬ 
ward  to  move  the  company 
into  profit  next  year. 

Mr  James  said  that  while 
there  have  been  disagree¬ 
ments,  the  past  year  has  been 
successful  with  asset  values 
increased.  He  said  that  only 
Sir  Ian’s  reputation  has  made 
his  resignation  noteworthy. 

A  policy  of  divestment  has 
converted  debts  of  £24  million 
to  cadi  in  the  hanir  in  the  past 
year. 


Saar’s  £15m  water 
bid  set  to  boil  up 
battle  at  Southern 

By  Graham  Searjeant,  Financial  Editor 


Saur,  the  water  supply  di¬ 
vision  of  Bouygues,  the 
French  construction  group, 
has  made  an  agreed  £15 
million  takeover  bid  for  the 
Eastbourne  statutory  water 
company  that  seems  certain  to 
start  another  battle  with  the 
Southern  Water  Authority. 

Southern  Water  owns  29.9 
per  cent  of  Eastbourne  and 
through  an  agreement  with  Mr 
Duncan  Saville,  the  Austra¬ 
lian  financier,  has  support 
from  a  further  5.6  per  cent 
Southern  was  cleared  to  own 
shares  in  water  companies 
through  a  High  Court  ruling 
on  Wednesday  although  the 
Water  Companies  Associ¬ 
ation,  which  brought  the  ac¬ 
tion,  is  to  appeal. 

By  contrast,  Saur  owns  no 
shares  but  has  won  support 
Equity  &  Law,  the  French- 
owned  life  assurance  group, 
which  owns  28.7  per  cent  of 
Eastbourne  voting  shares,  has 
pledged  itself  to  the  Saur  offer. 
Directors  and  management  of 
Eastbourne  have  also  irrevo¬ 
cably  accepted  for  a  further  4.9 
per  cent  giving  Saur  a  spring¬ 


board  of  33.6  per  cent  to 
Southern’s  35.5  per  cent 

The  price  of  £30  for  each  of 
Eastbourne’s  500,000  voting 
shares  values  the  company  at 
£72  per  head  of  population 
served.  This  may  tempt  the 
Water  Companies  Association 
pension  fund,  which  owns  a 
further  7  per  cent.  Much  of  the 
rest  of  the  voting  capital  is 
held  by  270  individuals,  many 
of  them  local  people. 

Saur  has  already  made 
agreed  bids  for  the  West  Kent 
and  Mid  Sussex  statutory 
companies  in  which  Southern 
owns  huge  stakes.  Southern  is 
expected  to  oppose  and  seek  to 
block  afi  three  bids.  The  court 
judgment  suggested  that  a 
water  authority  could  take 
over  a  statutory  company  but 
might  face  hurdles  such  as  a 
public  inquiry  if  the  bid  was 
opposed  locally. 

Saur’s  bid  came  as  a  sur¬ 
prise  because  it  apparently 
breaches  an  unofficial  White¬ 
hall  moratorium  on  bids  im¬ 
posed  during  the  passage  of 
water  privatization  legislation 
through  parliament. 


Iceland  on 
brink  of 
success 
at  Bejam 

By  Martin  WaDer 

Iceland  Frozen  Foods  was  last 
night  within  a  whisker  of 
claiming  victory  in  its  £234 
million  bid  for  its  freezer 
centre  rival  Bqam,  with 
acceptances  from 49.5  percent 
of  Bejam  shares. 

Its  offer  has  now  been 
extended  until  1  pm  next 
Friday. 

It  announced  this  week  it 
had  crossed  the  43  per  cent 
mark,  and  a  last-minute  surge 
of  acceptances  yesterday  took 
it  to  the  brink  of  success. 

Bejam  has  fought  the  bid 
every  step  of  the  way  and  its 
founding  shareholder,  Mr 
John  Apthorp,  who  with  his 
family  has  about  30  per  cent, 
has  said  he  would  not  accept. 
But  recent  brokers'  advice  to 
clients  has  warned  that  the 
Bejam  share  price  could  foil 
drastically  if  the  bid  fails,  and 
this  may  have  swung  the 
market 

Bejam  shares  were  lp  higher 
at  166p  as  the  market  closed 
yesterday.  The  package  on 
offer  from  Iceland  Frozen 
Foods  is  worth  about  I84p. 


Plessey  hits  at  offer  document  in  £1 ,7bn  hostile  bid 

Sparks  fly  over  GEC-Siemens  paper 


By  Derek  Harris 
Industrial  Editor 

Lord  Weinaock’s  General  El¬ 
ectric  Company  and  West 
Germany’s  Siemens  sent 
shareholders  their  offer  docu¬ 
ment  in  the  £1.7  billion  hostile 
bid  for  Plessey  and  immed¬ 
iately  sparked  a  stinging  attack 
from  their  quarry. 

Mr  Stephen  Wa%  the 
Plessey  managing  director, 
S3id:  “GEC  and  Siemens  are 
obviously  attempting  to  get 
Plessey  on  the  cheap  ”  Plessey 
confirmed  its  .  “emphatic” 
rejection  of  the  bid. 

The  offer  document  relies 
heavily  on  arguments  to  create 
a  significant  European  part¬ 
nership. 

The  City  found  it  thin  on 
additional  details  on  how  the 
GEC-Siemens  relationship 
wifi  work  and  bow  the  Plessey 
interests  could  be  developed. 


Walls:  bid  rejected 
There  is  no  indication  of  how 
costs  might  be  cut 
Mr  Walls  said  it  shed  little 
further  light  on  the  practicality 
of  implementing  the  bid. 

Plessey  'Shareholders  de¬ 
served  a  dear,  rational  ac¬ 
count  of  how  GEC  and 
Siemens  would  overcome  the 
competitive  problems  posed 


by  the  collaborative  owner¬ 
ship,  be  added. 

But  the  document  does 
make  dear  how  much  of  a 
“hands-ofT  approach  there 
will  be  to  Plessey ’s  British 
business  in  defence  electron¬ 
ics.  This  is  dearly  intended  to 
reassure  the  Ministry  of  De¬ 
fence  that  there  will  continue 
to  be  competition  between  the 
Plessey  operation  and  GECs 
Marconi. 

It  was  the  MbD's  worries  cm 
competition  which  largely  led 
io  the  quashing  of  GECs 
earfier  bid  for  Plessey.  Whe¬ 
ther  the  new  bid  should  be 
referred  to  the  Monopolies 
and  Mergers  Commission  has 
still  to  be  decided. 

But  another  possible  regu¬ 
latory  hurdle  to  the  bid  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  removed. 
GEC  and  Siemens  have  been 
told  by  the  US  Treasury 
Department  that  after  dis¬ 


cussions  with  the  US  Defence 
Department  it  had  been  de¬ 
cided  not  to  investigate  the 
bid  on  security  grounds.  The 
companies  are  waiting  for 
written  confirmation  of  the 
derision. 

The  Plessey  UK  defence 
electronics  business  will  op¬ 
erate  as  a  free-standing  entity 
comprising  a  separate  source 
of  supply  for  the  MoD,  the 
document  says.  “Effective 
arrangements  will  be  made  to 
insulate  the  tendering  and 
marketing  activities  of  Pies- 
sey’s  business  from  influence 
or  control  from  GEC  or 
Siemens.”  It  will  continue  to 
have  its  own  independent 
research  and  development 
capability. 

The  possibility  of  merging 
Plessey’s  and  GECs  electronic 
components  businesses  will  be' 
studied,  as  wifi  technical  col-, 
laboration  with  Siemens. 


1  YEAR 
GUARANTEED 
INCOME  BOND 


Provided  by  an  Endowment  Policy 
which  guarantees  the  return  of  your 
Capital  after  one  year  pins  a  guaran¬ 
teed  yield  net  of  basic  rate  tax  as 
shown  below: 


Investment 

Yield 

£10,000 -£24,999 

20.00% 

£25 ,000 -  £74,999 

10.50% 

£75,000+ 

10.75% 

The  gross  equivalent  return  for  Basic 
Rate  taxpayers  investing  £75,000  or 
more  wiH  be  14.33%  (15.23%  gross 
for  40%  taxpayers), 

R  J  Tfemple  &  Company  have  nego¬ 
tiated  a  special  allocation  of  invest¬ 
ment  in  tills  Bond  issued  fry  liberty 
life  Assurance  Company  limited,  a 
member  of  and  regulated  by  Lautxo 
andlmxo. 


This  exceptional  offer  is  a  limited 
allocation.  Please  telephone  our 
offices  in  Brighton  (0273)  821177,- 
London  (01)245  6894or£dinbnrgh 
(031)  220  4444  for  full  details. 


RJ  TEMPLE& COMPANY 

Independent  Investment  Consultants 

Lyndemi  House,  43-46  Queens  Road,  Brighton  BN1 3XB- 
Teh  (0273)  821177.  Fax:  (0273)  821296 

Tlie  3  VarGuamntrtd  Income  Bond  u  a  fixed  term  contract  and  Liberty  Life  A^samra  Company  Ltd 
cannot  necessarily  guarantee  (he  irrtim  trf  the  iwa]  invrtjmcni  on  iarly  SiiircndCT  other  than  on  death. 
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STOCK  MARKET 


Mystery  buyer  stalks  Ultramar 


There  was  little  m  the  way  of 
Christmas  cheer  for  the  board 
of  Uttrajnar,  the  besieged 
independent  ofl  explorer,  as 
the  word  went  around  that  a 
mystery  buyer  was  the  shares. 

He  is  known  to  have 
snapped  up  a  line  of  2  million 
shares,  or  almost  1  per  cent  of 
the  equity,  at  290p  a  share  — 
just  above  the  market  price. 
Warburg  Securities,  the  bro¬ 
ker,  was  said  to  have  carried 
out  the  business.  Ultramar 
ended  the  shortened  day  5p 
higher  at  289p  as  about  5 
million  shares  were  traded. 

It  is  believed  that  the  mys- 

Uphook,  the  trailer  and 


still  benefiting  from  a  73 
per  cent  rise  in  interim  profits 
reported  this  week  and 
recovered  an  early  fall  to 
finish  alksqiiare  at416p. 
Chanty  NatWest  WoodMac, 
the  broker,  points  out  that 
the  shares  stand  at  a  discount 
to  the  market. _ 

tery  buyer  was  a  wealthy 
Canadian,  Mr  Marcel  Dutil, 
the  head  of  Noverco  which  is 
part  ofa  consortium — includ¬ 
ing  Unigesco,  another  Ca¬ 
nadian  company  and  Basque 
Paribas,  the  French  bank  — 
which  already  holds  43  per 
cent  of  the  shares.  It  is  thought 
that  Mr  Dutil  would  like  to  get 
his  hands  on  Ultramar's  east¬ 
ern  Canadian  retail  operation. 

Dealers  are  now  preparing 


for  a  full  bid  in  the  New  Year 
— and  with  some  justification. 
Sir  Ron  Brieriey,  the  New 
Zealand  businessman,  has 
built  up  a  14.1  per  cent  stake 
in  Ultramar  and  he  may  be  a 
willing  seQerat  about  the  300p 
level.  There  is  even  specula¬ 
tion  that  the  consortium  and 
Sir  Ron  have  already  bad  talks 
about  a  possible  deaL 

Meanwhile,  Ultramar  has 
completed  the  purchase  of  the 
Wilmington  Refinery  in 
California,  paying  $466.3  mil¬ 
lion  (£259  million). 

The  rest  of  the  equity 
market  spent  a  predictably 
subdued  time  on  the  last 
trading  day  before  the  sea¬ 
sonal  break.  The  November 
trade  figures  turned  out  to  be 
in  line  with  expectations, 
showing  a  current  account 
deficit  of  £1.6  billion.  Senti¬ 
ment  was  helped  by  this  news 
but  few  investors  appeared 
willing  to  open  new  positions. 

This  was  reflected  in  the 
day’s  turnover  of  just  186.4 
million  shares.  Tbe  FT-SE 100 
index  made  a  hesitant  start 
but  closed  53  points  up  at 
1,774.0. 

The  narrower  FT  index  of 
30  shares  also  recovered  a  fell 
of  0.6  to  finish  3.8  points 
higher  at  1,436.2. 

Government  securities 
closed  with  gains  of  £%  at  the 
longer  end. 

The  confirmation  on  Thurs¬ 
day  that  Barclays  de  Zoete 
Wedd.  the  broker,  had  been 


[280  datastream 


.  FTA  INDEX  (rebased) 


STOREHOUSE: 
-candidate  for- 
New  Year  bid 
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appointed  the  adviser  to  Mr 
Adier  Edelman,  the  American 
corporate  raider,  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  his  5.6  per  cent  stake 
in  Storehouse,  prompted  re¬ 
newed  speculative  buying  of 
Sir  Terence  Conran’s  BHS, 


Habitat-Moth  ercare.  Heal’s 
and  Richard  shops  combine. 

The  shares  moved  up  5!6p 
to  190p,  after  191p,  on  a 
turnover  of  nearly  5  million 
shares 

BZW  is  already  understood 


RECENT  ISSUES 


EQUTT1ES 

ApoBo  Metals  (58) 
Anoto  Wattfi  (58* 
BMSS  (118p) 
Barden  Group 
Betacom  (82p) 
BtatcHojr  Motor  (I 
Boatrom  (13Sp) 
Brit  Start  P/P  (60 
BucfcnaB  Aust  nil 
Bidder  Gp  <12Sp) 
ChanroJ  Express 
CWaftain  Group  (E 
Compass  Group 
Com-Tek  16  1-(2p 
Darby  Group  (115 
Oawsongroup  (15< 
EW  Fact  (84p) 
Etfinburgh  Hfben* 
HaemoceB  (85p) 
HUong  Estate 


KromagrapWc  (lOp) 
Metre  Radio  mi 0p) 
Nat  Tetecom  (120p) 
banning  Research 
Porbninon  Pots  (180p) 
Racal  Tetecom  p70p) 
Rive  (110p) 

Sandefl 
Secure  Trust 
Unft  Group  (UOp) 
Venture  Plant 


RIGHTS  ISSUES 

Hayden  MacaBan  n/P 
Lees  J  N IP 
Peel  N/P 
Res  Hotels  N/P 
Woodrngtons  N/P 
(Issue  price  In  brackets). 


Appletree  shares  jump  25p 
as  ‘for  sale’  sign  goes  up 


Appletree  Holdings,  the  food 
group  based  in  Northampton¬ 
shire,  has  been  put  up  for  sale 
by  a  group  of  shareholders 
speaking  for  more  than  70  per 
cent,  after  several  prefoninaiy 
approaches  were  received. 

The  shares  jumped  25p  to 
170p  on  tbe  news,  which  was 
accompanied  by  pre-tax  prof¬ 
its  for  the  year  to  October  2  of 
£1.5  million,  up  from  £1.07 
million.  They  were  heavily 
influenced  by  an  acquisition 
and  a  disposal 

A  successful  bid  for  Apple- 
tree.  probably  from  one  ofthe 
expansion-hungry  food  con¬ 
glomerates,  would  bring  to  a 
close  tbe  group’s  complicated 
and  chequered  history  since  it 
joined  the  USM  in  June  1985. 

Last  year,  Appletree,  found¬ 
ed  by  Mr  David  Johnson,  a 


By  Martin  Waller 

Fenland  former,  merged  with 
Hunters  Foods,  a  crisps  and 
snacks  producer,  to  coincide 
with  a  fuQ  listing. 

The  marriage  was  blighted 
by  the  effects  of  pom- weather 
on  the  potato  harvest  and  the 
competitive  snacks  market, 
and  Hunters  was  sold  to  Dal- 
gety,  which  already  owned 
Golden  Wonder,  for  £10  mil¬ 
lion  in  October  this  year. 

In  the  last  financial  year 
Hunters  lost  £1.22  million 
pie-tax. 

The  important  profit-earner 
was  Kildare,  an  Irish  meat 
processor  and  exporter, 
bought  in  November  last  year, 
which  made  £2.62  million. 
The  core  fresh  produce  com¬ 
panies  chipped  in  just 
£880,000. 

The  sale  of  Hunters  marked 


tbe  end  of  Mr  Johnson’s  full¬ 
time  involvement  with  the 
company.  He  stepped  down  as 
chairman  but  continued  as 
non-executive  deputy 
chairman. 

His  23  percent  of  the  group 
beneficially  owned,  along  with 
another  8j5  per  cent  in  dis¬ 
cretionary  trusts,  is  part  ofthe 
bolding  now  for  sale  and 
would  be  worth  £9  3  million  at 
yesterday’s  share  [nice. 

Another  24  pea*  cent  is  held 
by  Mr  John  Gunn's  British  & 
Commonwealth  Holdings, 
which  is  sitting  on  a  modest 
profit  on  tbe  £4.6  million  it 
paid  for  the  stake  in  March 
last  year. 

Shareholders  win  be  paid  a 
2.65p  final  dividend  for  1987- 
88,  making  a  total  of  3ft  aa 
increase  of  25  per  cent 


Carless 
licences 
go  to  Kelt 

The  Department:  of  Energy 
mil  permit  the  exploration  and 
production  licences  held  off¬ 
shore  and  onshore  by  Carless 
to  be  passed  to  Kelt,  now 
balding  for  Carless. 

The  approval,  with  some 
minor  conditions  which  Kelt 
must  meet,  will  allow  the  Kelt 
bid  for  Carless  to  be  declared 
wholly  unconditional  by  next 
I  Friday. 

Such  transfers  are  normally 
;  nodded  through  but  the  holi- 
|  day  period  and  tile  Parliamen¬ 
tary  recess  delayed  final 
approval  until  yesterday. 

I  Kelt  confirmed  yesterday 
that  it  is  satisfied  with  the 
I  production  licence  conditions 
i  imposed  on  it  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Energy  and  said  it  can 
|  meet  them.  Kelt  expects  to 
I  issues  statement  to  the  Stock  , 
;  Exchange  after  Christmas. 


WALL  STREET 


inimnpjtf  Compounded  Gross 
Net*  Annual  Equivalent 

_  I  Rate%f  CAR** 

Cheltenham  4  Year1 Term  Share 

5,000  or  more  Annually  10.00  10.00  1333 

5,000 or  more  Monthly  957  10.00  1333 

Cheltenham  2 Year Term  Share 

2,000  or  more  Annually  9.75  9.75  1380 

5.000 or  more  Monthly  9.34  9.75  13.00 

Cheltenham  Gold  Account 

£25,000  or  more  Annually  9.50  9.50  12.67 

S5.000-S24.999  Annually  925  9-25  1233 

S1.0QQ-S4.999  Annually  850  8. 50  1133 

Under  SI  ,000  Annually  6.00  6.00  8.00 

Cheltenham  Gold  Monthly  Interest  Account 

£25^00  or  more  Monthly  9.11  9.50  12£7 

S5.000-S24.999  Monthly  &88  925  1233 

Cheltenham  Premier  Monthly  Income  Account 
SI 0.000 or  more  Monthly  830  9.27  12. 36 

Cheltenham  Gold  International  Account 


New  York  (Reuter)  —  Shares 
gained  in  early  trading  with 
blue  chips  moderately  higher. 
Traders  said  tbe  rise  was  on 
thin  volume  and  may  have 
exaggerated  the  effect  of  light 
buying  orders.  The  Dow  Jones 


AMRCp 
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Asm  Ufa 


MtosCnm 

Alcoa 

Araxinc 

AMR  Hass 

Am  Brands 

AmCynmd 

AmBePwr 
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Dec 

Dec 

22 

21 

22 

52 

38 

S3 

37% 

Peddem 

Pst  Chicago 

12% 

29 

47% 

46% 

Pstlnt  Bncp 

43ft 

32% 

33% 

FStPamC 

12% 

£5^)00  or  more 


11.65%  Gross 


Inferestpaid  Net%  Eqaivalent^ 


Savings  Builder  HaJHeariy 

Junior  Account  Halftbarly 

Ordinary 

(Investment)  Half  Yearly 

Share 


Oressrlrxj 
Dupont 
DutePwr 
East  Kodak 
Eaton  Cp 
Emerson  B 
Emory  At 
Exxon 

Farm  me 


rua 
54* 

22% 

31 

55%; 
4514 
27% 
26% 
13% 
83 
86ft 
29% 
75 
31%l 
20% 
9ft 
28% 
33% 
80% 
19% 
22% 
38* 
18 
37% 
17% 
22% 
58% 
39% 
58% 
45% 
54* 
16% 
77% 
188% 
24% 
50% 
31% 

32 
17% 
63% 
31% 
31 
28% 
30% 
46% 
26% 
25% 
29% 
44% 

%  45% 
%  34% 
%  28 
%  32% 
46% 
40% 
18% 
68%  i 
22% 
54%  i 
17% 
47% 

525  s1*! 

17%  16 
86  94  ! 

65  64% 

65%  85%  | 
28%  28% 
88%  88%' 
46%  46%; 
46%  46* ; 

56%  56% 
31  30%; 

4%  4% 

45  45%j 

6%  8% 


FT  WecJwb 

Fort  Motor 

GAFCp 

QTECp 

GanCp 

QnDynam 

GanBactrlc 

Gen  teat 

GenMBH 

Gen  Motors 
Gan  Pub  Ut 
Ganesco 
Georgia  Rac 


industrial  average  was  6 
points  higher  at  2,16636. 

Active  shares  included  ATT, 
up  Vi  at  29  Vi,  Upjohn,  un¬ 
changed  at  28%  and  Digital 
Equipment,  up  V*  at  96V4. 

Dec  Dec  Dec  Dec 

22  21  22  21 


Pepefco 
I  Pfaor 
I  Phelps  Dod 
PhSpMor 
PhEpPW 


Goodrich 

Goodyear 

dace  Co 

GrtAtfPac 

Graytmd 

Quran 

QtfWestn 

Heinz 

Hercules 

Harriett  Pk 

Won 

HoneyweO 

1C  too 

ITT  Cp 

wco 

mg  Rand  W 
InBwdSKial 
IBM 

Jnt  Paper 
kvingBSc 

jJun&Jhsa 

K  Mart 

Kerr  McGee 

tOmtxlyarc 

KngttRidr 

Kraft 

Kroger 

LTV  Cp 

Utton 

Lockheed 

Lone  Star 

Man  H'nver 

ManvUe 

Mapco 

Marriott 

MtMarrieta 

Masco  Cp 


ProctGWa 
I  PvtoSEGr 
B  Nabisco 
1  Raytheon 
RynUsMaO 
I  RockweaM 
RaraJ  Dutch 
SPESopac 
Sara  Lee 
ScMumb 
ScortPapw 
OasQiam 
Scars  Roob 
Sec  Pec 
She!  Trans 
SmtoiBeck 


SW  Bel 
Squtab 
Sun  Comp 
TDK 
TRW  tnc 
TeMyne 
Ternaco 
Texaco 
Tex  Earn 
Texas  Inst 
TaxUfi 
Textron 


USGCp 
USX  Co 

Unlever  Pto 
UriCwttee 
UnPacep 


Unit  Brand 
1  Us  West 
utdTech 
:  Unocal 
Warn  Lamb 
;  WefeFar 
Weags 


McOomsl 

MeadCp 

Merck 

MfcwtaMng 

MoM 

Monsanto 

MonwSson 

Morgan  Jp 

Motorola 

NCR 

NLIndstrs 
NatMdEnt 
Nat  Semi 
Norfolk  SOI 

NWBancrp 

OcddPwi 

S®* 

PPG  Ind 
Pac  Enters 
PacGasB 
Ran  Am 
Penney  JC 


Xerox  Cp  S9X  59% 
Zenith  18%  18% 

CANADIAN  PRICES 

Can  Pacific  2i%  §,2 
Comkico  24%  94% 

ConBWJirW  14%  SS 
Hawk  Scan  21% 

H^BayW  24% 

tetasco  27%  26% 
Imperial 04  <9*  S 

teCO  32% 

as  4?% 

SWCO  22%  » 

Tfunan  N‘A’  37%  27% 

^  ut 

I  Weston  35%  KK 


Deposit  Account  Annually  5.75  7.67 

The  newrates  of  interest  paid  on  all  other  existing  accounts 
on  which  composite  rale  tax  is  paid  by  tfie  Society  and  limited 
company  and  other  deposits  subject  to  bask:  rate  iax,are  available 
on  request 

Rah*  may  vary.  Maximum  investment  51  m3  Bon. 
tWhcn  interest  a&fcd  to  accoum-tGrtss  equivalent  ot  basic  tax  rate  of  25".’. 

Cheltenham  &Gaoucester 
Biic&^Society 

Chief  Office:  Chehenham  House.  Clarence  Street,  Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire  GL50  3JR.TeIephone0242  36I6L 
Member  of  Ihe  Building  Societies  AssodaHou.  Assets  exceed  £5,000  million. 


THE  TIMES 
Why  not  use  your  logo 
in  your  linage  advertisement? 


NEWS  INTERNATIONAL  UKM  LIBRARY. 

For  more  information  contact:  Bay  Shudder 
Lug»  Ca-<atif«tfor  on  01-d81  4108  Qtaufan  7321/7342 


to  have  approached  a  number 
of  big  British  retailers  - 
including  Woolworth  and 
Burton  -  to  gauge  the  level  of 
interest  in  malcfng  a  bid  for 
Storehouse 

The  presence  of  several 
other  significant  shareholders 
on  Storehouse's  register  has 
kept  dealers  on  their  toes 
throughout  the  year.  Mr 
David  Rowland,  the  head  of 
Inoco,  the  revamped  property 
group,  recently  revealed  a  4 
per  cent  slake  while  Mr  Rob¬ 
ert  Maxwell,  the  publisher, 
and  Mr  Tony  Clegg,  the  head 
of  the  Mountieigb  property 
group,  both  still  cling  on  to 
long-standing  interests  of 
roughly  3  percent  each. 

The  Barclay  broihers, 
David  and  Frederick,  who 
recently  sold  tbe  JW  Cameron 
and  Toflemache  &  Cobbold 
brewing  chains  to  Brent 
Walker  for  £248  million,  are 
said  to  have  secretly  built  up  a 
stake  of  about  3  per  cent, 
believing  that  something  will 
happen  soon. 

Storehouse  became  even 
more  vulnerable  to  a  bid  in 
November  when  it  reported 
poor  interim  results  which 
showed  pre-tax  profits  30  per 
cent  down  at  £23.6  million. 

Most  people  now  think  that 
Sir  Terence,  who  rejected  a 
pre-crash  bid  of 440p  a  share 
off  an  audacious  bid  front 
from  Mountieigh  and  staved 
Benlox,  the  mini-conglom¬ 


erate.  could  find  himself  con¬ 
fronted  with  another  hostile 
offer 

Unigate;  the  dairy  products 
and  transport  group,  which 
has  been  a  strong  performer  in 
the  run-up  to  Christmas  on 
stake-building  stories,  moved 
up  3Vjp  more  to  332’'’p 
following  the  news  that  Mr 
Laurence  Goodman,  the 
chairman  of  Goodman  Inter¬ 
national,  an  Irish  meat  trading 
group,  has  acquired  a  9  per 
cent  holding  in  the  company. 

News  of  Mr  Goodman's 
interest  came  as  a  surprise  to 
the  market  which  had  been 

Another  exdtisg  year 
awaits  shareholders  of  Blue 
Arrow.The  price  rallied  2p 
to  86  ftp  on  a  turnover  of  3 
mfflioo  shares.  Dealers  are 

forecasting  a  bid  for  the 

troubled  employment 
agency  in  the  New  Year*  The 
much  talked  aboat 
management  buyout  coold 
materialize  a  lot  sootier. 

expecting  the  buyer  to  come 
from  abroad.  About  20  per 
cent  of  Unigaie's  issued  cap¬ 
ital  by;  chancre!  hands  tmS 
week  and  the  scares  have  risen 
from  about  the  285p  level 
amid  intense  speculation  of 
stake-building  try  such  com¬ 
panies  as  Kran  of  the  US  and 
BSN  of  France. 

Michael  Clark  and 

Geoffrey  Foster 


Ultramar  completes  * 
Wilmington  purchase 

ssuv's.'sas.'S’S-SsS 

nbichgives  its  Beacon  nnuketing  subsidiary  *_ foothold  is  the 
lucrative  and  fast  growin«W«t  Cog 
Wilmington  has  cost  UteainarS462  (CSbtn&jto^ 

indodingover$30  mOfomfor  sh>cksofw*de«0a»4refiaed 

products.  Ullnunar  is  imderstood Uo 
several  international  off  companies  for  the  mhuxf.  BF  has 
also  moved  into  the  West  Coast  by  taWn*  control  ofthe 
former  Mobil  refinery  and  marketing icta»  la  Washtogten 
State  in  a  complex  deaL  Ultramar,  which  aiready  too  a 
refining  and  marketing  network  in  Canada,  and  its  Boicna 
♦rnhstdfkry,  h*yg  bem  bgfldmg  fUliflg  station*  in  LoS  Angeles. 

Synapse  buys  French  deal 
consultancy  at  Hartons 

Synapse  Computer  Services,  Hartons  Crony,  the  fttentog- 
the  systems  software  special-  bant  plastics  company,  has 
ist,  is  paying  £340.000  in  sold  tire  wholesale  division  of 
cash  from  existing  company  Auxfgticss.  its  French  stthate- 
resoorces  for  Westwood  iary.wbidbsped*li*»»  the 
loformathm  Technology,  a  sale  of  products  to  thcpM- 
consnltancy  which  advises  jngtodnstty, to PowCotmay 
companies  m  investment  in  Construction  for  FFtlo  mti- 
compntets.  Its  csstomeis  in-  lion  (£1.64  million)- Thereto 
dude  British  Airways,  Rrit-  a  further  trademark  toy- 
ish  Tetecom,  Prudential  Ing  fee  of  about  FFr94 
Corporation  and  tbe  Bank  of  nuBton  payable  over  tbe  Bead 
England.  five  years. 


Shares  suspended 
in  BOM  Holdings 

By  David  Young,  Energy  Correspondent 


Shell  takes  shale  stake 

Shell  of  Australia  has  bought  a  41.66  percent  interest  fa  tbe 
Yaamba  and  Herbert  Creek  oil  shale  deposits  in  Queensland 
from  Peabody  Australia.  The  purchase  price  was  not 
disclosed. 

Yaamba  Basin  reserves  are  estimated  at  4.1  bflUra  barrels 
of  shale  oil,  based  on  an  average  grade  of  95  litres  per  tome  of 
shale.  The  partners  are  now  Shell  and  Peabody  with  41.66  per 
cent  tbe  Southern  Pacific  Petroleum  group  with 

16.66  per  cent.  Shell  said  YaambaH  oil  shale  could  in  time 
become  a  viable  source  of  liquid  hydrocarbons  MS  pncMsasg, 
technologies  improve  and  ofl  prices  rise. 


Shares  in  BOM  Holdings, 
formerly  Bristol  Oil  and  Min¬ 
erals,  have  been  temporarily 
suspended  until  the  Stock 
Exchange  is  given  further 
information  about  the  £16.4 
million  rights  issue  being  car¬ 
ried  out  by  the  company. 

BOM'S  extraordinary  meet¬ 
ing  called  for  yesterday  to 
approve  the  issue,  has  been 
rescheduled  for  January  5  by 
which  time  the  company 
hopes  to  have  been  able  to 
meet  the  Stock  Exchange 
request 

Mr  Richard  Bacon,  tbe 
company’s  finance  director, 
said  yesterday  that  BOM  was 
not  yet  aware  of  what  new 
information  the  Stock  Ex¬ 
change  was  seeking. 

He  said:  "They  have  asked 
for  clarification  of  certain 


points  in  the  circular  that  we 
sent  out  to  shareholders.  The 
circular  was  originally  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Stock  Exchange 
before  going  out  to  share¬ 
holders.” 

There  has  been  criticism 
that  BOM  gave  no  details 
when  it  said  tbe  cash  will  be 
required  to  rearrange  its  oil 
and  gas  interests.  It  is  also  now 
more  involved  in  retailing 
through  its  kitchens  and 
leather  furniture  operations. 

BOM  is  offering  sharehold¬ 
ers  three  shares  for  every  two 
held  or  62  shares  for  every  £1 
of  convertible  kran  stock  at 
2  ftp  each.  Half  of  the  issue  is 
being  underwritten  by  the 
company’s  brokers.  BOM 
shares  were  yesterday  trading 
at  2  ftp  when  the  suspension 
was  announced. 


RatOtiinni  lutDiUtoga  LntDKtKsOcfl  RrSiMnM 

Dnetaberia  Jowjl  March  30  April  10 

cm  opOoni  um*  Mtan  oat  an:  2VQ/8I  Noilti  KaJgnrfi  Mnas,  Urtgtoe.  ML  Labs, 
Charter  cons.  Lomtio.  Eurotsmal  Wtt,  Aiiantte  Resources.  Stonngard,  ChtotorfiaB, 
VS  EL. 
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Simon  sales 
raise  £4.6m 

Simon  Engineering  has 
made  two  disposals  as 
part  of  its  concentration  on 
its  core  activities  following 
expansion  of  its  access  plat¬ 
form  businesses.  PMC  Car¬ 
bon  is  bring  sold  to  its 
management  for  £1.6  mil¬ 
lion.  Simon  is  also  selling 
Simon-Rosedowns  for  £3 
million  cash  to  Compute 
Finandere  De  Suet,  a  Bel¬ 
gian  company. 


CSR  energy 
offshoot  sold 

CSR,  the  Australian  group, 
is  selling  its  CSR  Petroteom 
to  Australian  Gas  light  for 
an  initial  AnsSl02  mfllipa 
(£4834  million).  Another 
Ans$20  million  wfll  follow 
for  CSS's  interest  in  the 
Denison  Trough  joint  ven¬ 
ture  with  CSR  Pettotenm.  A 
final  sum,  np  to  AnsSld 
miHkm.  wfll  be  paid  for  a 
contract  to  supply  Denison 
gas  to  Qneeostoid  Ahufoa. 


Tamaris  acquisition 

Tamaris,  the  nursing  homes  group,  is  baying  Donny  House, 
in  Stmningdale,  Berkshire,  for  £2.7  million  in  cash.  Donny 
House,  originally  baflt  as  a  golf  dobboose  on  the  edge  of 
Smuungdale  Golf  Course,  is  the  sole  asset  of  Case  Homes 
(UK),  in  which  Tamaris  has  a  47  per  cent  stake. 

Tamaris  has  had  a  dose  relatMHrthip  vrith  Dormy  Hbose  in 
the  past.  It  was  converted  into  a  nursing  home  and 
rehabilitation  centre  with  69  beds  by  Care  Homes,  and  began 
operating  In  February.  Five  further  beds  are  to  be  provided, 
but  it  has  not  yet  reached  profitable  levels  of  occupancy,  says 
Tamaris.  _ 
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3  Sharp-eyed  investors  spot  silver  linings 


Stock  market  traders  hoping 
for  a  decent  recovery  last  year 
were  disappointed.  The  FT 
SE-100  index  remained  stuck 
in  a  narrow  band — from  1,694 
to  1,878  —  and  seldom  looked 
Bice  holding  the  high  ground. 
But  this  did  not  there 


tried  and  trusted  favourites, 
such  as  Mr  George  Davies’s 
Next,  saw  their  shave  price 
collapse  because  of  trading 
difficulties  and  boardroom 
differences. 

Worries  over  the  future  of 
high  street  spending  cast  a 


opportunities  for  damper  over  the  whole  retail 


George  Davies:  vexed  Next 


investors  with  a  sharp  eye.. 

The  best  performing  shares 
of  the  year  were  again  special 
situations  —  where  entre¬ 
preneurs  snapped  up  shell 
companies  as  a  vehicle  Cor 

future  expansion. 

But  it  was  also  a  year  when 


sector. 

But  some  parte  of  die  econ¬ 
omy  continued  to  encourage 
investment  support  Some, 
such  as  Sir  Richard  Atten¬ 
borough's  Capital  Radio,  pros¬ 
pered  because  of  booming 
advertising  revenues. 


A  lesson  in  regulation  when 
Rico  rides  into  Wall  Street 

As  the  Wall  Street  Journal  rep( 
KEKllllTli  “The  haunting  spectre  of  Rico  Ct 
flLllilL  I  II  against  Drexel  made  many  of  the  i 
Mm  mm  bbb  officials  desperate  to  settle.  Besidi 
ri  f  pT  threat  to  the  officials'  personal 
rl  Pr  I  tunes,  the  financial  uncertainty  a 

i  ILlL.iL,  I  by  such  a  charge  could  cause  bar 
■  MnmmM  m  iv».i  /tin  v 


Sir  Richard:  capital  gains 


Jute  firm  weaves  its  way 
to  top  performing  share 


;v  'f'  ,  By  Cliff  Fettham 

£-„’%.  After  105  years,  the  little- 
*  v  known  THaghnrJnte  Factory, 
^  founded  in  1883  by  Dundee 
-  jute  merchants,  and  consid¬ 
ered  permanently  confined  to 
the  backwaters  of  the  stock 
...  market,  has  romped  into  the 

•  charts  as  the  best  performing 
\  /■  share  of  1988. 

Starting  the  year  at  just  80p, 
v  the  shares  were  suspended  in 
May  because  the  company 
failed  to.  pay  its  listing  fees. 

■  But  they  soared  on  their 

•  /'  return  after  news  that  Mr  Reg 
...  Brealey,  the  entrepreneur,  had 

picked  up  29  per  cent  of  the 
:  shares  and  was  planning  a 
.  '  reorganisation  of  the  group. 
They  now  change  hands  at 
5l5p. 

Noble  Raredon,  which  used 
to  be  called  Gnome  Photo¬ 
graphic,  a  manufacturer  of 
..  overhead  projectors,  took  off 
'  when  the  younger  sister  of  Mr 
,  Azil  Nadir, .  the  Polly  Peck 
chairman,  took  over.  Inves¬ 
tors  who  remembered  how 
Polly  Peck  rocketed  from  a 
few  pence  to  £35  in  the  three 
years  to  1983  are  obviously 
hoping  that  the  family  has  not 
lost  its  magic  touch. 

According  to  Datastream, 
which  compiled  the  list  Jbr 
The  Times,  the  best  performer 
'  among  the  larger  company 
stocks  was  Grown  Commun¬ 
ications  Group,  the  resuh  of  a 
merger  between  Crown  TV 
and  Chalford  Communicat¬ 
ions,  the  commercial  radio 
group  with  a  stake  in  LBG  the 
London  news  station.  The 
whole  broadcasting  sector  has 
enjoyed  a  buoyant  year  as 
plans  for  deregulation  open  up 
exciting  growth  prospects. 

Capital  Radio,  Britain's  lar¬ 
gest  independent  radio  con¬ 
tractor,  saw  its  share  price 
tuned  up  from  161p  to  465p 
on  booming  advertising  rev- 


WINNERS  AND  LOSERS  1988 


Under  E25m 

Trtaqtiur  Jute _ _  _ 

Nobfe  Raredon _ _ -  -  - 

ML  Labs _ 

Scottish  Ice  Rink . . . 

Radio  City _ 

Piccadilly  Radio _ 

AF  Bulgur - 

Ass  Energy  Services _ _ 

Chepstow  Race _ _ _ 

Radio  Ctyde — .  . . . 

Owr£25m 

Crown  Communications - 

Whitbread  "B" _ 

Capital  Radio _ 


Cairo  Group _ 

Exptaura  Hokfings - - 

RowUnson  Sacs _ 

Macallan-Gten . . . . . . 

GreenaU  Whitley _ _ 

Under  £25tn 

London  &  Overseas  Freighters , 

Parrish _ 

Unigroup - — 

hlUBC.......i.WI..WW— . . . 

BOM  Hokfings... _ _ _ 

Memcombit . . 

Pavion  Int _ 

Amercoeur  Energy - 

Far  East  Resources — — — 
Over  £25m 

Mrs  Fields...- . . 

int  City  Hokfings . . . 

Greenwich  Resources _ _ _ 

Butte  MJNng - 

Acatos  &  Hutch . . . . 

Vi  vat  Hokfings _ _ 

Next . . . . — 

Acsis  Group.-, - .. - - 

Etam . - . ,» . 

Kenyon  Secs . — . 


%  rise 

- 544 

- 273 

- 244 

- 234 

- 223 

- 202 

-  191 

— _  164 

- 163 

- 153 

%  rise 

- 381 

- 225 

- 189 

_  140 

- 130 

- 127 

_  126 

- 123 

_ 120 

_ 119 

%tal 

_ 94 

- 81 

- 73 

_ 73 

_ 71 

_  67 

- 67 

_ 64 

_ 63 

_ 62 

%1U 

_ 76 

_ 66 

_ 60 

_ 57 

_ 56 

_ 54 

_ 53 

_ 49 

_ 49 

_ 46 


Price 
207p 
960p 
465p 
403p 
99p 
292p 
44p 
207p 
£11.05 
230p 
Price 
0.25p 
53p 
46p 
5p 
250p 
12p 
35  Op 
42p 
12p 

38 p 
Price 
33p 

61p 

Sg 

135p 

41p 

143p 

138p 


enue.  Capital,  according  to  name  on  an  increasing  range 
analysts,  is  expected  to  bid  for  of  merchandise. 


a  national  radio  franchise. 


The  brewing  sector  enjoyed 


Miss  World  Group,  where  strong  support  spurred  by  the 
the  ambitious  Mr  Owen  likes  of  Mr  John  Elliott,  the 
Oyston  and  his  Red  Rose  head  of  Eders  DO,  taking  a 
Radio  group  conducted  a  number  of  predatory  stakes  in 


reverse  takeover,  was  just 
outside  (he  top  10  but  its 


British  brewers.  He  finally  bid 
for  Scottish  &  Newcastle 


shares  more  than  doubled  fo .  Breweries.  One  of  the  best 
42Sp  as  it  seeks  opportunities  performers  in  the  sector  was 
for  using  the  Miss  World  Greenali  Whitley,  which  is 


based  in  the  North-west  and 
which  observers  believe  is 
being  stalked  by  a  large 
brewer. 

But  1988  also  had  its  fair  < 
share  of  casualties,  in  part¬ 
icular  the  foil  from  grace  of  a 
number  of  market  favourites.  I 

Mrs  Fields,  the  American  | 
cookies  company  arrived  on 
the  Unlisted  Securities  Market  1 
two  years  ago  in  a  fanfare  of 1 
publicity,  but  it  has  been  > 
downhill  ever  since. 

The  company  has  been  dog¬ 
ged  by  misfortune  and  the  I 
‘shares,  sold  to  London  inves-  . 
tors  at  240p,  have  now  slipped 
to  33p.  Mr  Randy  Fields,  the 
chairman,  arrived  in  London  1 
grim-faced  to  explain  how  the  I 
company  had  opened  up  more  1 
than  120  stores  in  the  US 
which,  it  has  since  discovered, 
were  really  in  the  wrong  place 
and  had  to  be  dosed.  On  top 
of  that,  a  heatwave  in  America 
put  customers  off  buying 
cookies.  Investors  are  still 
nourishing  the  thoughts  of  a 
bid  for  the  company  to  put 
them  out  of  their  misery. 

Few  investors  would  have 
predicted  the  dramatic  col¬ 
lapse  of  Next  shares,  now 
jgnominiously  listed  among 
the  ten  worst  performing 
shares  of  the  year.  From  288p 
in  January,  the  shares  have 
crashed  to  135p.  The  warning 
of  a  significant  drop  in  profits 
eventually  led  to  the  departure 
of  Mr  George  Davies,  the 
company's  head  and  mentor. 
Rising  interest  rates  have  cast 
a  doud  over  the  future  of  high 
street  trading 

At  the  end  of  the  day,  there 
will  be  very  few  people  in  the 
Gty  who  jvil)  mourn  the 
passing  of  1988.  A  year,  it  will 
be  recalled,  when  Big  Bang 
exploded  in  the  face  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  workers  in  the  securi¬ 
ties  industry  who  enter  1989 
looking  for  a  new  job. 


In  New  York,  Drexel  Burnham 
Lambert,  America's  fifth  largest 
investment  house,  agreed  to  plead 
guilty  to  six  fraud  charges  brought 
by  the  US  Government  and  to  pay 
staggering  —  but  staggered  —  penalties 
and  fines  of  S650  million  (£361.31 
miliion). 

The  move  presents  a  revealing 
contrast  in  the  methods  of  the  United 
States  with  those  of  Britian  to  regulate 
their  securities  industries  —  a  critical 
and  senative  area  for  Mrs  Thatcher, 
bearing  in  mind  the  Guinness  saga  and 

pie  Barlow  Clowes  affair. 

Drexel  made  the  biggest  single 
contribution  to  the  latest  transforma¬ 
tion  of  corporate  America  by  creating  a 
1)00  billion  market  in  high-yielding, 
high-risk  securities.  These  “junk 
bonds”  have  financed  a  new  breed  of 
entrepreneur  in  takeover  bids  on  a 
previously  unimaginod  scale:  The  key 
figure  in  Drcxers  remarkable  progress 
and  its  huge  profits  during  the  1980s  is 
Mr  Michael  Milken,  head  of  its  junk 
bond  operations,  who  played  no  part  in 
the  plea  bargaining  that  has  led  to 
PrexeTs  pleading  guilty. 

Criminal  investigations  have  been 
lead  with  cinematic  zeal  by  Mr 
Rudolph  Giuliani,  Federal  prosecutor 
for  the  southern  district  of  New  York, 
which  includes  Wall  Street  But  he 
would  be  the  first  to  acknowledge  the 
valuable  supporting  roles  of  Mr  Ivan 
Boesky,  speculator  extraordinary,  who 
pleaded  guilty  in  November  1986  to 
insider  <r«iHng  —  with  information 
supplied  by  Mr  Dennis  Levine  of 
Drexel  —  turned  state  evidence,  paid 
S100  million  in  fines  and  was  sent  to 
prison  for  three  years.  Mr  Levine  by  the 
way,  who  was  alleged  to  have  made 
$12.6  minion  from  insider  dealing  (the 


only  certain  way  of  making  money  on 
the  stock  market),  was  fined  $362,000 
and  given  a  two-year  sentence. 

The  Manhattan  attorney  would  also 
testily  to  the  value  of  America's 
Organized  Crime  Control  Act  of  1970, 
and  in  particular  to  the  Racketeer- 
Influenced  and  Corrupt  Organizations 
(Rico)  section.  The  words  eloquently 
convey  their  purpose  —  to  enable 
government  prosecutors  to  bring  mob¬ 
sters  to  court  before  their  profits  have 
been  laundered  or  successfully  con¬ 
cealed  behind  legitimate  corporate 
fronts.  To  prevent  their  disappearance 
assets  of  a  “corrupt  organization"  can 
be  frozen  before  a  triaL 

However,  the  Rico  is  dearly  too 
useful  a  weapon  to  be  used  only  against 
the  mafia  and  has  been  found  to  be 
very  effective  against  white  collar 
suspects.  Princeton/Newport,  a  small 
investment  firm  charged  under  the 
Rico  section,  filed  for  bankruptcy  this 
month.  In  November,  with  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  Department  of  Justice, 
Guiliani  had  Drexel  in  his  Rico  sights. 
Unless  Drexel  agreed  to  plead  guilty 
and  pay  a  fine  he  would  ask  the  corn  to 
freeze  Drexel  assets.  He  might  not  have 
succeeded  but  he  was  undoubtedly 
successful  in  concentrating  the  minds 
of  a  majority  of  Drexel ’s  22-member 
board  who  decided  it  was  not  wrath  the 
risk. 


As  the  Wall  Street  Journal  reported: 
“The  haunting  spectre  of  Rico  charges 
against  Drexel  made  many  of  the  firm's 
officials  desperate  to  settle.  Besides  the 
threat  to  the  officials'  personal  for¬ 
tunes,  the  financial  uncertainty  created 
by  such  a  charge  could  cause  banks  to 
cut  Drexel  off  from  funds  ($30  billion 
short  term)  it  must  borrow  to  finance 
its  operations.  Plus  a  mounting  toll  of 
clients  (an  estimated  $  1.5  billion  in  lost 
revenue  since  investigations  began) 
and  the  active  presence  of  headhunters 
among  the  firm's  more  able  people." 

To  Mr  Fred  Joseph,  the  chief 
executive,  anything  must  have  seemed 
preferable  to  a  long  and  debilitating 
trial  on  broad  charges  of  racketeering 
and  corruption. 

But  the  story  of  Wall  Street's  biggest 
ever  securities  fraud  case  does  not  end 
there.  Dread's  agreement  with  Mr 
Guiliani  does  not  give  immunity  to  any 
individuals  and  it  does  not  include  any 
provision  fin*  Mr  Milken,  who  had  no 
part  in  the  plea  bargaining.  Further¬ 
more  the  agreement  comes  into  effect 
only  if  the  Securities  and  Exchange 
Commission  accepts  that  it  covers  the 
SECs  civil  case  against  the  firm. 

In  September  the  SEC  accused 
Drexel,  Mr  Milken  and  others  with 
insider  trading,  stock  market 
manipulation  and  other  breaches  of 
federal  securities  law.  If,  by  January  1 5, 
Drexel  has  persuaded  the  SEC  to  agree 
that  enough  is  enough,  it  then  has  to 
face  the  certainty  of  court  actions  by 
investors  alleging  that  the  firm's  behav¬ 
iour  has  financially  harmed  them.  Part 
of  the  agreed  £361  million  fines  and 
penalties  is  earmarked  as  a  compensa¬ 
tion  fund.  It  is  a  stiff  price  to  pay  for 
survival  but  survival  is  usually  pref¬ 
erable  to  death. 


NatWest  faces  testing  time  with  DTI 

We  see  the  opposite  end  of  merchant  hanking  subsidiary,  arranged  Had  County  counted  in  Blue  Arrow 

the  spectrum  in  National  an  £837  million  rights  issue  to  finance  shares  bought  for  its  own  discretionary 
Westminster's  role  in  the  the  takeover  of  Manpower  by  Blue  clients,  it  would  have  been  above  the  5 
1987  acomsition  bv  Blue  Arrow.  County’s  client.  The  5 1  ner  cent  ner  cent  disclosure  fimit  without  the 


We  see  the  opposite  end  of 
the  spectrum  in  National 
Westminster’s  role  in  the 
1987  acquisition  by  Blue 
Arrow  of  Manpower,  the  US  employ¬ 
ment  agency  group.  The  Department  of 
Trade,  haying  made  some  preliminary 
inquiries  in  February  this  year,  has 
finally  appointed  its  own  inspectors 
under  section  432  of  the  Companies  Act 
which  gives  them  power  to  take 
evidence  under  oath  and  to  seize 
documents. 

On  the  face  of  ft,  had  foe  DTI  not 
been  satisfied  with  the  rigor  of 
NatWest’s  investigation  of  itself  it  was 
a  long  time  malting  up  its  mind  (it 
claims  to  have  done  so  in  October  but 
spent  two  months  in  finding  the  right 
inspectors)  to  have  an  investigation  of 
its  own.  More  material  may  have  come 
to  light  which  left  the  DTI  no  option  but 
to  act 

The  foots  that  are  publicly  known  are 
straightforward.  In  September  1987 
County  NatWest  Securities,  NatWest's 


merchant  banking  subsidiary,  arranged 
an  £837  million  rights  issue  to  finance 
the  takeover  of  Manpower  by  Blue 
Arrow,  County’s  client  The  52  percent 
of  the  issue  not  taken  up  by  sharehold¬ 
ers  was,  according  to  County  and 
Phillips  &  Drew,  the  brokers,  success¬ 
fully  placed.  This  was  not  strictly  true. 
County  itselfhad  to  take  up  4.9  per  cent 
and  its  market-making  subsidiary  took 
another  4.6  per  oeut  Stakes  over  5  per 
cent  have  to  be  disclosed. 

In  the  October  crash  Blue  .  Arrow 
shares  were  almost  halved.  County 
revealed  it  had  9.5  per  cent,  transferred 
the  4.6  per  cent  from  the  market- 
makers  to  itself  and  provided  £49 
million  against  a  loss  on  the  shares. 

At  this  stage  everything  seemed  to 
turn  on  whether  County  was  right  in  not 
riisrlnring  immediately  the  size  of  its 
stake.  It  argued  that  section  209  of  the 
Companies  Act  permitted  it  not  to 
reveal  the  market-makers*  4.6  per  cent 
stake  as  it  was  held  for  the  purpose  of 
market  making. 


Had  County  counted  in  Blue  Arrow 
shares  bought  for  its  own  discretionary 
clients,  it  would  have  been  above  the  5 
per  cent  disclosure  limit  without  the 
market-makers*  4.6  per  cent  This 
mistake  apart.  Sir  Philip's  (un¬ 
published)  report  exonerated  County. 
Whether  he  was  right  remains  to  be 
seen. 

Meanwhile  the  course  events  have 
taken  are  another  blow  to  NatWest's 
merchant  hank,  already  reeling  from 
losses  in  its  securities  operation,  defec¬ 
tions.  low  morale  and,  dare  I  say  it,  a 
strategy  that  does  not  seem  to  permeate 
as  for  as  the  people  employed  to  carry  it 
out 

The  DTI  investigation  is  broad  in 
scope  and  the  questions  the  inspectors 
are  bound  to  ask  about  matters  like 
false  markets  involve  the  criminal  law 
in  ways  not  dissimilar  from  another 
well-known  cause  c£Mbre. 

Happy  Christmas.  It  may  all  be 
resolved  in  the  New  Year. 
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or  readers  who  may  have 
red  a  copy  of  The  Times  this 
It,  we  repeat  below  the 
It’s  Portfolio  price  changes 
ay’s  are  on  page  14). 

-  Mi  w  ie  to  M  Tinr 

■4-4+3  4-4+4+4 _ 

+5  jK  +6  jfZ  +3 _ 

+8  +5  +4  +2  +5 


Reprieve  for 
borrowers  on 
annual  plans 


Speed  Santa  safely  through  the  snow 

- - - - - - -  23  "  "  ’  22  — —  21  ^  ^ 

°  ft  «- 

o  L  MX 

mors Bfe  cover.  He  PfjW'fJf fl^Srimwoer  tF  *  inti 

sasasss1^  *  ^  4i4l! 


MeasteyeanS  launches 

a  new  charity  based  affinity 
card,  and  recognises  your 
sponsorship  potential.  They 

pay  you  £S  tor  each  new 
card  taken  out,  and  one  per 
cento!  the  turnover.  Go 
straight  to  the  end. 


By  Vivien  Goldsmith 
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Higher  monthly  mortgage 
repayments  have  been  post¬ 
poned  for  a  month  until 
February  in  a  move  which 
could  make  all  the  difference 
for  the  40  per  cent  of  bor¬ 
rowers  on  annually  set  mort- 


The  Nationwide  Anglia,  fee 
third  largest  building  society, 
wiD  have  to  set  the  annual  rate 
in  fee  middle  of  January  in 
order  to  get  fee  new  payments 
flowing  from  February  1. 

Pressure  will  be  on  Nation¬ 
wide  to  set  a  new  rate  tor  all 
customers  at  fee  same  time  so 
fee  40  per  cent  on  annual 
review  -  nearly  400.000  bor¬ 
rowers  —  can  be  put  on  that 
rate.  But  the  society  may  want 
to  delay  setting  a  rate  until 
later  in  January  and  wifl  set  an 
arbitrary  rate  for  those  on 
annual  review  to  reflect  fee 
coming  further  rise  without 
actually  matching  it 

The  Halifax  has  70  per  cent 
of  its  1 .6  million  borrowers  on 
annual  review.  It  said  it  is  in 
no  hurry  to  announce  a  new 
rate  before  fee  new  year. 
Those  on  annual  review  start 
paying  fee  new  rate  in  ApriL 
The  outstanding  debt  is 
worked  out  on  January  31  and 
borrowers  receive  notice  of 
their  new  payments  during 
February. 

The  new  rates  —  probably 
13.S  per  cent  if  fee  current 
economic  climate  persists  — 
are  almost  certain  to  be  in 
force  by  February. 

Those  on  annual  review 
wife  the  Nationwide  Anglia 
have  been  paying  10.3  per 
cent,  fee  rate  prevailing  at  the 
begining  of  fee  year.  The  rale 
fell  to  9.73  per  cent  on  May  1, 
rose  on  August  I  to  1 1.5  per 
cent  and  to  12.75  per  cent  on 
October  I. 

The  new  rate  is  likely  to 
mean  a  rise  of  more  than  three 
percentage  points  for  bor¬ 


rowers  on  annual  review. 

The  monthly  payments  on  a 
£60,000  repayment  mortgage 
at  10.3  per  cent  are  £499.22, 
while  the  payments  at  1 3.5  per 
cent  are  £620.35  —  a  rise  of 
£121.1 3  or  nearly  25  per  cent. 
Interest  payments  on  a 
£60.000  endowment  mortgage 
rise  from  £450.63  at  103  per 
cent  to  £590.63  at  13.5  per 
cent  —  a  rise  of  £140  more 
than  30  per  cent. 

The  Newcastle  Building 
Society  defended  its  once-a- 
year  change  system  by  saying 
there  have  been  19  rate 
change  since  its  scheme  was 
introduced  in  1982  —  nine  up 
and  10  down.  The  effect  of 
these  changes  in  those  seven 
years  has  been  to  increase  fee 
capital  due  to  be  repaid  on  a 
£10,000  mortgage  (fee  average 
in  1982)  by  £30  gross  or  £21 
net 

“This  surely  invalidates 
completely  any  argwnent 
about  such  a  system  being  to 
the  detriment  of  the  borrower. 
It  enables  sensible  budgeting 
tor  a  full  year.” 

Other  societies  such  as  fee 
Abbey  National  and  Alliance 
&  Leicester  are  keeping  the 
situation  under  review.  “We 
might  not  have  to  mate  any 
changes  .  at  all,”  said  an 
optimistic  spokesman  for 
Abbey. 

The  TSB  has  put  its  rates  up 
to  14  per  cent  for  endowment 
mortgages  and  143  per  cent 
for  repayment  mortgages  from 
January. 

Both  societies  have  put  up 
savers*  rates.  The  Alliance  & 
Leicester’s  top  rate  on  its  four 
months'  notice  account  is  now 
1035  per  cent  on  balances 
over  £25,000  ,  an  increase  of 
0.65  percentage  points  while 
the  Gold  Plus  instant  access 
account  top  rate  tor  £25,000 
and  over  moves  to  935  per 
cent 


_ finrouina 

_ sates  force  and  min  i 

turn  as  you  team  how  to 
sell  pension  plans  to  fee 
adults,  white  giving  toy*  to 
the  children. 


Narrowly  miss  a  fight 

aircraft  as  you  start  to  gRde  m 
at  housetop  level  ~  butaH 
is  well.  The  pitot  assumes 
.  he's  haHucfnatlng  and 
^  says  nothing  to  anyone. 
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Helpfully  provide  deeds  of 
covenant  forms  from  last 


across  Britain,  to  remind 
them  to  be  generous  too. 
Go  bade  one  square:  the 
tax  concessions  on  deeds 
of  covenant  rfsappeared  in 
this  year's  Budget 
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Leav8  a  seven  year 
National  Savings  Certificate 
with  tax  free  proceeds  at 
Number  17.  and  then 
remember  Lithe  Fred 
doesn’t  pay  tax.  Sue  your 
professional  adviser 
under  the  best  advica  rule  - 
he  suggested  the  move — 
and  miss  a  turn. 


NEW  HIGHER  RATES  FROM  JANUARY  3rd 


Enjoy  a  Prosperous 

New’Vfear  with 

Cheltenham  Gold 


Invest  in  Cheltenham  Gold  and  youU  be  sure  of  a  very 
prosperous  New  Year.  Our  new  higher  rates  make 
Cheltenham  Gold  an  exceptional  investment 
opportunity  and  when  you  compare  these  *no  strings’ 
rates  with  other  major  building  societies  you’ll  see  just 
how  exceptional. 


9.50S 

ON  £25,000  OR  MORE 

q  on% 

ON  £5,000  OR  MORE 


8.50™! 

ON  £1,000  OR  MORE 

6%  NET  ON  £1  OR  MORE 


NO  NOTICE  NO  PENALTIES 


Instant  Access 
No  Penalties 

However  much  you  choose  to  invest  in  Cheltenham 
Gold  you  can  make  withdrawals!  or  add  to  your 
investment  at  any  time  without  notice  or  penalty. 

Monthly  Interest 

If  you  wish  you  can  have  your  interest  paid  monthly 
On  55,000  or  more  you’ll  earn  8.88%  Net,  9.25%  CARS 
and  on  &25,Q00  or  more  9.11%  net  9.50%  CAR* 

C&GbyPost 

There’s  also  the  added  convenience  of  being  able  to  run 
your  account  from  file  comfort  of  your  home  or  office , 
post  free,  with  our  C&G  By  Post  Service.  Return  the 
coupon  today  or  call  in  to  your  local  branch  and  make 
the  most  of  this  golden  opportunity. 


CHELTENHAM  GOLD 


lb:  Cheltenham  &  Gloucester  Building  Society,  PO  Bax  124,  FREE  POST. 
Cheltenham,  Glos  GL53 1BR. 

I/WE  encloses to  open  a  Gold  By  Ftist  Account  (Minimum  £509 

Maximum  £1  minion). 

1/We  onrtnegs  tnnppn  a  Gok)  Monthly  Interest  Account  By  Post 

(Minimum  £5.000  Maximum  £1  million) 


□  Please  send  more  details 
Full  Name(s)  Mr/Mrs/Miss.. 


BLOCK  CAPITALS 


ipi -  - 

GXT1  j 


Cheitenham&Gloucester 
Building  Society 


CHIEFOFFICE:  CHELTENHAM  HOUSE.  CLARENCE  STREET  CHELTENHAM,  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  G  L50  3JR.TELEPHONE:  (0242)  36161 
Branches  throughout  the  UK.See\feHow  Rages.  Member  of  the  Building  Societies  Association.  Assets  exceed  £5,000  million. 

Rates  may  vary  . *ln»r(?si  paid  annually  {Compounded  Annual  Ratfc  tWfehdramlsste)eet  to  normal  branch  fentts. 


_  you  have  brought 
In  arid  pay  VAT  on  it 
Argue  you  are  exempt 
as  an  overseas  charity 
and  throw  a  six  to  escape. 


m 


through 
that  the 


the  tour. 


seemed  suspiciously  salt  as 
you  swa&owed  IL  Go  into 
NHS  Isolation  hospital— 
you  could  not  afford  the 
private  Insurance 
subscriptions  this  year- for 
Salmonella  tests  and  only 
emerge  on  throwings  six. 


You  ten  a  chad  that  If  he 
wants  to  make  his  fortune,  be 
must  start  saving  now. 

Miss  a  turn  for  giving 
unauthorised  financial 
advice. 


*rC 


o  C  It 


Leave  investments  in 
Luxemburg  based  urnbreBa 
funds  to  C&y  Investment 
analysts,  who  I 


analysts,  who  have  sttt  pot  e 
lob.  Move  forward  six 
squares,  as  they  switch  from 
fund  to  fund,  without  any 
capita!  gains  tax  worries  as 
long  as  they  can  find  any 
gains  in  the  fkst  place. 


1  C  • 
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The  tax  Inspector  finally 
decides  that  your  doak  and 
boots  are  wholly  and 
exclusively  used  In  the 
course  of  your  work. 

Move  forward  three  spaces 
to  claim  tax  relief  on  any 
UK  earnings  you  may  have. 


START 


Father  Christmas,  the  classic  high 
net  worth  individual,  is  self-employed 
and  domiciled  overseas  for  tax 
reasons.  Bat  he  has  a  real  sense  of 
community  giving  all  the  same. 
Completing  the  longjonrney  each 
Christmas  Eve  is  never  easy,  bat 


DEVISED  BY  TOM  TJCxELL 

even  more  so  this  year,  as, 
unfortunately,  money  problems  keen 
cropping  up  and  wiping  the  “ho  ho  ho” 
from  his  bearded  lips.  So  help  Santa 
complete  his  festive  trek  as  quickly  as 
possible — take  a  dice,  and  put 
yourself  in  his  portion . . . 


Cheshunt  first  to  defy 
ombudsman’s  orders 


Sitting  pretty  bow:  Peter  and  Julia  Morgan  and  daughter  Kiri  after  changing  their  mortgage 


A  budding  society  has  defied 
Mr  Stephen  Edell,  the  Budd¬ 
ing  Society  Ombudsman,  for 
the  first  time,  after  be  ordered 
it  to  waive  a  mortgage 
redemption  charge 

The  Cheshunt  Budding 
Society  denied  that  charging 
fee  penalty  was  unfair  treat¬ 
ment  and  refused  to  comply. 

But  the  tale  had  a  happy 
ending  for  Mr  Peter  Morgan 
and  his  wife  Julia — for  despite 
the  ruling  they  redeemed  their 
£22,000  ’  mortgage  wife  fee 
Cheshunt  by  using  their  right 
to  repay  it  without  penally 
when  mortgage  rates  rise. 

The  problems  began  in  1987 
when  Mr  Morgan,  a  tool 
government  officer,  realized 
feat  be  could  find  a  cheaper 
mortgage  elsewhere,  and  de¬ 
cided  he  wanted  to  move  the 
mortgage  on  his  home  in 
Saffron  Walden,  Essex. 

But  Rule  19  of  the  society 
says  that  when  a  mortgage  is 
repaid  within  the  first  five 
years,  a  payment  has  to  be 
made  of  three  months'  in¬ 
terest  In  Mr  and  Mrs  Mor¬ 
gan's  case  this  amounted  to 
£350. 

“I  did  not  want  to  pay  fee 
forfeit,”  said  Mr  Morgan.  “It 
had  not  been  pointed  out  to 
me  that  I  would  have  to  do 
this.  It  was  buried  in  the  roles. 
It  was  very  obscure.” 

There  were  58  rules  at  fee 
time  fee  Morgans  signed  their 
deeds.  Mr  Alan  Reece,  the 
chief  executive  of  the  Chesh¬ 
ire!  Building  Society,  said: 
“The  society  tells  solicitors  to 
point  out  any  significant  de¬ 
tails  in  fee  roles  and  we  would 


not  have  expected  them  to 
have  signed  if  they  were  not 
happy  with  them.” 

Mr  Morgan  now  says:  “The 
problem  was  1  was  naive 
enough  to  believe  they  were 
offering  me  the  best  deal  when 
I  took  out  the  mortgage.  I  feel  1 
was  definitely  muled.”  Mr 
Edell  was  initially  minded  to 
order  fee  Cheshunt  to  lower 
the  interest  rate  as  an  alter¬ 
native  to  waiving  fee  penalty. 

But  he  was  persuaded  by  the 
building  society  that  this  was 
not  fair  and  eventually 
ordered  the  society  to  release 
Mr  Morgan  from  his  mortgage 
without  a  penalty. 

This  it  refused  to  do  on  the 
grounds  feat  tire  power  to  levy 
a  redemption  charge  within 
the  first  five  years  was  set  out 
in  the  rules,  and  Mr  and  Mrs 
Morgan  were  bound  by  the 
rules. 

The  society  also  maintains 
that  it  would  be  “unfair  to 
other  borrowers”  if  an  excep¬ 
tion  was  made  in  this  case. 

"The  policy  is  well  estab¬ 
lished  and  well  defined  and 
has  been  applied  consis¬ 
tently”  said  Mr  Reece. 

Bnt  there  are  circumstances 
when  the  penalty  is  not  levied 
by  the  Cheshunt  including  the 
death  of  fee  borrower,  cases  of 
hardship  and  when  fee  mort¬ 
gage  rate  is  increased. 

As  the  dispute  between  the 
building  society  and  the  Mor¬ 
gans  dragged  on,  the  mortgage 
rate  dim  bed,  and  on  Novem¬ 
ber  2  this  year,  they  redeemed 
the  mortgage  without  paying  a 
penalty. 

Mr  Edell  is  not  opposed  to 


f 


the  charging  of  a  penalty  as 
such,  as  long  as  this  is  pointed 
out  at  the  stage  when  the 
borrower  can  go  elsewhere  for 
a  mortgage. 

He  pointed  out  in  his  fust 
annual  report  this  year  that  be 
did  not  consider  it  was  suf¬ 
ficient  to  refer  in  general  to 
provisions  in  fee  rules  to 
charge  a  redemption  penalty. 

Not  one  of  the  huger  build¬ 
ing  societies  charges  a  redemp¬ 
tion  penalty,  but  many  of  the 
smaller  ones  continue  to  do 
so. 

So  while  just  over  half  the 
building  societies  charge  pen¬ 
alties,  only  15  per  cent  of 
mortgages  are  subject  to 
redemption  charges. 

The  justification  for  fee 
charge  is  feat  it  covers  fee 
administration  costs  of  closing 
the  mortgage  and  compen¬ 
sates  the  building  society  for 
ending  what  was  envisaged  as 
a  long-term  agreement. 

Some  societies  such  as  the 
Nationwide  Anglia,  York¬ 
shire.  Leeds  Permanent  and 
Northern  Rock  charge  interest 
until  the  end  of  the  month, 
regardless  of  which  day  the 
mortgage  is  actually  red¬ 
eemed. 

Others,  such  as  the  Skipton. 
charge  one  month's  interest; 
fee  Guardian,  Regency  and 
Sussex  County  charge  two 
months’  interest;  and  the 
Cheshunt,  the  Chelsea.  Leam¬ 
ington  Spa,  Lambefe  and 
Portsmouth  building  societies 
charge  three  months'  interest 

yjg. 
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Escaping  from  a  warm  Christmas 
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BOXING  DAY 


On  Monday  777e  77mes  will  be  the  only 
quality  paper  to  be  published 


First 

Light 


A  crowded  Heathrow  Airport  last  night  held  a  surprise  for  Linda  Ellis,  aged  five,  below,  who  met  Father  Christinas  while  she  was  waiting  for  her  flight 


Continued  from  page  1 
oimalfi  will  be  decorated  with 
Christmas  trees  and  tinsel, 
and  airline  staff  will  wear 
fancy  dress  or  sing  carols. 

Sir  Bryan  Nicholson,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Post  Office,  an- 
nomced  yestwday  that  the 
Royal  MaO  had  successfully 
cleared  the  decks  of  1.5  hfliion 
letters  and  cards,  winding 
500,000  to  Father  Christmas 
at  the  Royal  Mail’s  specially 
created  address  in  “Rein- 
tfeeriand”.  They  had  also 
delivered  50  ariOioa  parcels, 
beating  last  year’s  record. 

Supermarkets  are  convinced 
that  they  are  going  to  break  all 
records  today  despite  the  ex¬ 
odus  of  so  many  customers  to 
destinations  abroad.  But 


shops  ware  yesterday  accused  ‘ 
of  staging  “a  massive  Christ¬ 
mas  rip-off”  and  raking  in 
“scandalously  high  profits”  by 
Mr  Barry  Sheennan,  the 
Opposition  front-bench 
spokesman  on  home  affairs. 
He  wrote  to  three  Cabinet 
ministers  —  the  Home  Sec¬ 
retary,  Mr  Douglas  Hard,  the 
Trade  and  Industry  Secretary, 
Lord  Yotmg,  and  the  Trans¬ 
port  Secretary,  Mr  Pan! 
Channon,  *™nJing  an  in¬ 
quiry  into  the  exploitation  of 
Christinas  shoppers. 

“In  Britain  the  profit  mar¬ 
gin  is  5  per  cent  to  7  per  cent,” 
Mr  Sheennan  claimed, 
“whereas  in  America  and 

many  other  fQHfriet  it  Is  nnly 

1  per  cent” 


The  John  Lewis  Partner¬ 
ship  reported  yesterday  that 
customers  bad  spent  a  record 
nmnnnv  of  nearly  £21  arillien 
at  its  Waitrose  branches  in  the 
week  to  December  17. 

Mr  Sheennan  also  accased 
brewers  of  over-charging  for 
non-alcoholic  drinks.  None¬ 
theless  brewers  and  publicans 
confirmed  that  sales  of  low 
alcohol  and  non-alcoholic 
beers  and  wines  had  boomed 
this  Christmas,  showing 
greater  growth  than  any  other 
sector. 

Mr  Robot  Cryer,  Labour 
MP  for  Bradford  Sooth,  urged 
the  Government  to  “bring  a 
tittle  Christmas  cheer  to  the 
needy”  by  introducing  cut- 
price  television  licences. 


•  First  Light,  Peter 
Ackroyd’s  latest 
novel,  is  set  in 
Dorset,  where  a 
remarkable  star  is 
being  studied,  and  a 
strange  burial 
mound  excavated. 

On  page  22  today 
the  author  tells  the  story  behind  the  book.  Read  First  Light  In  six 
extracts  in  The  Times  next  week,  starting  on  Monday. 

•  Charades:  Starting  on  Boxing  Day,  a 
m  ■  sparkling  (but  simple)  competition  to  test 
#v.  M  f~|  your  knowledge  of  imaginary  characters, 
\\^r  |T1  with  five  crates  of  champagne  to  be  won. 

TB&UjN — -ill  I  •  Bernard  Levin:  on  power,  arrogance  and 
1  corruption  at  home  and  abroad. 


NEXT  WEEK 


Police  link  wanted  IRA  men 
to  Inglis  Barracks  explosion 

By  Stewart  Tendler,  Andrew  Morgan  and  Snfli  Gledhin 


Growing  doubts  over 
747  bombing  theory 


Scotland  Yard  anti-terrorist 
detectives  hunting  two  IRA 
men  who  fled  a  south  London 
bomb  factory  have  linked  the 
fugitives  with  the  bombing  of 
Inglis  Barracks,  Mill  Hill,  in 
which  a  serviceman  died. 

The  bomb  was  left  inside  a 
barrack  block  at  the  main 
living  quarters  of  the  Forces’ 
postal  services  and  exploded 
early  in  the  morning  last 
August.  Nine  soldiers  were 
injured  in  the  blast,  the  first 
successful  IRA  attack  since 
the  1984  Brighton  bombing.  ■ 

Yesterday,  as  the  search  for 
the  two  men  continued,  detec¬ 
tives  remained  convinced 
they  had  not  escaped  from  the 
mainland. 

A  man  and  a  woman, 
thought  to  be  linked  to  Sinn 
Fein,  were  held  under  the 
Prevention  of  Terrorism  Act 


yesterday  and  were  last  night 
still  being  questioned  at 
Paddington  Green  police  sta¬ 
tion,  west  London,  for  clues  to 
the  fugitives’  whereabouts. 

After  the  barracks  bombing, 
there  was  speculation  that  the 
bombers  woe  part  of  a  Conti¬ 
nental  unit  who  had  slipped  in 
and  then  out  of  Britain.  Yard 
sources  now  believe  the  two 
misting  men  could  be  part  of 
that  unit  and  have  returned  in 
the  past  two  months. 

The  fugitives  could  have 
been  linked  to  the  barracks 
bombing  by  finds  in  the 
Clapham  flat;  the  bomb  at 
Mill  Hill  may  have  been 
matched  with  some  of  the 
material  in  the  flat,  thought  to 
have  contained  more  than 
100  lb  of  Semtex  explosives 
and  six  and  nine-day  tuners. 

The  owner  of  the  small 


one-bedroom  flat  is  Miss 
Christine  Keflaris,  aged  27. 
She  first  rented  it  from 
Wandsworth  Council  about 
five  years  ago  and  bought  it 
two  years  ago. 

She  let  it  to  one  of  the 
alleged  IRA  activists  about 
four  weeks  ago,  and  was  later 
suprised  to  find  a  second  man 
there. 

In  the  past  month.  Miss 
KeDaris  has  been  to  the  flat 
several  times  to  pick  up  her 
mail  and  regularly  saw  the 
second  man  there. 

Her  ■  aster,  Mrs  Lesley 
Bakas,  aged  30,  said  Christine 
last  went  to  the  flat  on 
Monday  evening  just  before 
the  shooting,  when  both  men 
were  again  in  the  fiat.  “They 
were  very  pleasant  again  and 
with  no  hint  of  malice,”  Mrs 
Bakas  said. 


Continued  from  page  1 
warning.  Mr  Portillo  con¬ 
firmed  that  the  department 
received  the  warning  from  the 
US  Federal  Aviation  Au¬ 
thority  (FAA)  on  December  9. 
It  had  asked  the  security 
services  to  weigh  up  the 
information.  uWe  were  sat¬ 
isfied,  having  assessed  it,  that 
the  enhanced  security  for 
American  planes  was  satisfac¬ 
tory  and  appropriate.” 

For  many  years,  there  has 
been  extra  security  measures 
for  American  airlines  in 
Britain. 

Asked  why  the  public  was 
not  told  he  said:  “This  was 
confidential  and  classified 
American  intelligence  in¬ 
formation  and  we  felt  we  did 
not  have  a  right  to  divulge  it” 
He  said  that,  if  all  the 
warnings  that  were  received 
were  fed  to  the  public  without 
any  examination,  they  would 
lose  their  impact  Earlier  on 


BBC  radio,  Mr  Channon  said 
that  such  warnings  occurred 
all  the  time. 

He  declared:  “Each  one  is 
taken  very  seriously  and  each 
one  has  to  be  evaluated  and 
you  have  to  decide  what  if 
any,  extra  measures  have  to  be 
taken  as  a  result  This  is 
happening  all  the  time.” 

Mr  Channon  faced  an  angry 
attack  from  Mr  Prescott  yes¬ 
terday  for  not  disclosing  in  the 
Commons  on  Thursday  that  a 
warning  had  been  received. 

The  Labour  spokesman 
said:  “You  do  trust  ministers 
to  tell  everything  on  these 
occasions.  That  did  not  hap¬ 
pen.”  But  the  department  said 
that  before  the  statement  was 
made,  it  had  been  felt  inappro¬ 
priate  to  single  out  this  want¬ 
ing,  one  of  many  constantly 
made  to  the  Government, 
before  it  had  had  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  communicate  with  the 
FAA. 


What  do  Joan  Collins,  Frank  Cariucci,  Derek  Jameson  and 
Father  Christmas  have  in  common?  All  come  under  junior 
scrutiny  in  fer/y  77/wes,  a  special  12-page  issue  of  tee 
children’s  newspaper  free  with  The  Times  on  Tuesday.  In  the 
same  issue,  teachers  are  taken  to  task  by  their  pupils;  and  the 
pantomimes  are  reviewed  by  those  who  really  know  them . . . 

PIuq  •  A  far,  far  better  thing?  A  series  to  mark  the  200th 
riuo  anniversary  of  tee  French  Revolution- 

•  Hanson’s  next  step:  In  an  exclusive  interview.  Lord 
Hanson  talks  to  The  Times  about  his  plans. 


To  ensure  your  Boxing  Day  copy  of  The  Times 
place  an  order  with  your  newsagent  today. 
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ACROSS 

1  Untrustworthy,  like  a  mule?  (8). 

5  American  author's  doak  (6). 

S  Pull  right  reserves  back  before 
baule  (10). 

9  Ramble  passed  through  a  nar¬ 
row  passage  4). 

10  Escape  with  instrument  in  black 
box  (6,8). 

11  Discards  dubs,  say.  to  win 
South's  confidence  (7). 

13  Islander’s  king  takes  queen,  per¬ 
haps  (7). 

15  Become  attached,  as  Bill  is  to 
island  (7). 

IS  Eat  together  in  ship,  maybe,  in  a 
port  (7). 

21  For  example;  two  to  one  it's  a 
logical  issue  (8,6). 

22  Martyr's  shroud,  say  (4). 

23  For  instance,  Meredith,  Orwell 
and  French  novelist  (6.4). 

24  Poet  that  initially  might  be  alter¬ 
native  to  Graves?  (6). 

25  Leader  of  Greek  enemy  ’ad  de¬ 
stroyed  Trojan  youth  <81  ■ 
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1  Having  teachers  give  boy  the  rod 
(7). 

2  in  Italian  city,  being  non-U  so 
essential  (9). 

3  Trespasser  in  Cook’s  vessel  (7), 

4  Gives  back  profit  (7). 

5  Priest  needing  help,  we  hear,  in 
gun  attack  (9). 

5  Endlessly  display  bovine  type  — 
Irish  buu,  perhaps?  (7). 

7  Restaurant’s  state  when  worker 
turned  up  outside  (7). 

12  1  considered  for  some  time, 
though  tempted  (9). 

14  Rope  leading  pairs  together  (9). 

16  No  ill-feeling  with  this  priest 
everyone  follows  (4-3). 

17  Reptile’s  a  particularly  fine 
specimen  (7). 

15  Complaint  as  grtfs  seen  embrac¬ 
ing  boy  (7). 

19  Confuse  and  badly  upset  —  fa¬ 
tally?  Not  at  all  (7% 

20  Shorten  a  part  of  violin  com¬ 
position  (7). 
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WORD-WATCHING 

A  daily  safari  through  the 
lanpigp  jungle .  Which  of  the 
possible  definitions  is  correct? 

By  Fhffip  Howard 

FEDEtASTlC 

a.  A  resoois  gbe 

b.  Experimental 

c.  FrcctootiBg.  fcrigudly 
BAM 

a.  To  hoax 

b.  A  segued  bun 

c.  Monetary  amt  of  Thailand 
SINGULT 

a.  A  sob 

b. Ga9tforsin 

c  Select,  picked  out 
BOL 

a.  Basqse  skittles 

b.  A  fortified  driak 
1  c.  Stupid  in-laws 

Answers  on  page  13 


SHEAFFER. 

A  prise  of  a  distinctive  Sheaffer 
“Targa"  Regency  Stripe  fountain 
penwUh  a  said  J4-carai  gold  inlaid 
nib  will  be  given  for  the  first  five 
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0  60  tain 

8  56  cloudy 
1  52  rah 

9  48  bright 
1  52  rain 

1  52  rain 

1  82  cloudy 
3  55  Mala 
Z  54  cloudy 
8  46  britfit 

5  41  shower 
7  45  showar 

7  45  shower 

8  46  shower 

6  43  has 

7  45  hall 
5  41  tnfl 
7  45  rain 
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day.  Entries  should  be  addressed  to: 
The  Times.  Saturday  Crossword 
Competition.  PO  Box  486.  Virginia 
Street ,  London  El  9DD.  The  win¬ 
ners  and  solution  will  be  published 
netd  Saturday. 

The  winners  of  last  Saturday's 
competition  are:  N  I  A  Pink. 
•Wake-Robin"  Prospect  Road. 
Widcombe  HiS,  Bade  T  C  Lane, 
Knowlewood  Knap.  Wool 
Wareham,  Dorset:  E  Thomas.  Os¬ 
borne  Street.  Wctmtoiu  Milton 
Keynes;  M  Walters,  Oxford  Street. 
Barry.  S  Glamorgan. ;  C  E  Blythe. 
V Lekebum “  KarwkkRoad,  Louth, 
Lines. 
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